
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Car registration fees 

AAA membership 

$ Deductible fees 

Gas cards 

 
Car tab renewals 

Car maintenance 

Comprehensive 
car insurance 

Ensure Mobility 
and Independence 
Through Driver’s 
Assistance 
 A driver's license is a rite of passage for many young adults — not only 
as a confidence builder for adulthood but also as a necessity for 
accessing school experiences and job opportunities. Obtaining a 
driver’s license is especially important for youth in rural or 
underserved communities where access to public transportation is 
limited.  

Yet, fewer than 10% of youth in foster care get their driver's license by 
the age of 18, as compared to over 60% of their peers. 

Since 2017, the Treehouse Driver's Assistance program has led the nation in providing youth in 
foster care with a path to the important milestone of obtaining their driver’s license. 

The program currently provides funding and assistance for: 

 

THE PROBLEM THE SOLUTION 

Washington state driver’s license 
and enhanced licenses  Washington state learner’s permits 

As the Driver's Assistance program has been 
implemented, Treehouse has identified expenses 
that the program cannot cover due to restrictive 
language in the legislation. As of September 2022, 
out of the 766 requests for auto insurance received 
in 2022, Treehouse has only been able to meet 191 
(about 25%) of the requests from youth in foster 
care due to the current restrictions. 

Washington state ID cards Driver’s education courses 

Automobile insurance 

Examples of expanded services needed: 
 

Our Ask 
Pass a budget proviso which authorizes the 
Treehouse Driver’s Assistance program to provide 
more expansive services. This will ensure youth in 
foster care can not only acquire their driver's license 
but also have the support necessary to drive legally 
and safely. 



 

$920,000 
for Treehouse 
Educational 
Advocates 

  THE PROBLEM 

  THE SOLUTION 

Changes in out-of-home placements, school transitions and disproportionate rates of exclusionary discipline cause 
youth in foster care to fall behind in school. 

Youth in foster care miss nearly 

1/3 of school days by 9th grade. 

Youth in foster care are 4.5x more 

likely to be suspended or expelled. 

Treehouse’s Educational Advocacy program resolves barriers and identifies needed resources for youth in foster care 

to make progress and succeed in school.  

Educational Advocates: 

• Provide timely, appropriate education supports and interventions tailored to each individual’s academic and 
developmental needs.  
 

• Partner with existing supports in a youth’s life — caregivers, caseworkers, teachers, school counselors and 
community providers. 

 

Our Ask 

Permanently funding four Treehouse Educational Advocate positions — which were added to the program through 

one-time COVID relief dollars — will better meet caseload demands and provide students who are highly mobile with 

consistent support as they experience transitions.  

We ask that the legislature permanently funds four Educational Advocates in the amount of $920,000 for the 

biennium. 



 

 

 

  Improve 
Educational Outcomes 
for Middle School 
Students in Foster Care 

  THE PROBLEM 

  THE SOLUTION 

By 9th grade, youth in foster 

care are missing nearly 1/3 of 

school days. 

Students who are chronically absent or failing courses in middle 

school are at very high risk of falling off track for graduation in 

9th grade and even dropping out of school altogether.  

Research shows that middle school is a critical time to identify students who are at risk academically and to provide 
support to get them back on track for high school. Since Treehouse’s Graduation Success program launched in 2013, 
the statewide 4-year graduation rate for youth in foster care has increased from 36.5% to 50.4% — an increase that is 
nearly twice the rate of their peers. 

Changes in home placement, school transitions and emotional upheaval cause youth in foster care to fall behind in school. 

By expanding access to Graduation Success, the Middle School Strategy will provide students with all the 

program’s services: 

• Caseloads of about 20 youth 
• Monitor attendance, behavior and course performance (ABCs) 
• Individualized interventions around ABCs 
• Weekly goal setting and planning 
• Build self-determination and self-advocacy skills 
• Advocate to remove barriers in enrollment, transitions, special education, school discipline and academic 

progress 
             

The Middle School strategy will add: 
• Intentional support for the transition to high school for students and caregivers 

• Developmentally appropriate career exploration to build student engagement 

The legislature approves $6 million to provide Treehouse’s Graduation Success services to all eligible middle school 

students experiencing foster care statewide. 

Our Ask 



             

Achieve 
Educational 
Equity through 
Project Education 
Impact 

  THE PROBLEM 

  THE SOLUTION 

Youth experiencing homelessness, foster care and juvenile rehabilitation have educational outcomes that are far worse 
than their peers who do not face similar challenges. When youth fail to graduate from high school, they are much more 
likely to live in poverty, require public assistance, experience adult homelessness and be incarcerated.   
  
Over the past decade, Washington state has passed landmark legislation and invested significantly in improving 
educational outcomes for these youth. However, we have limited coordination between services and systems, and 
organizations accountable to these investments are more capacity-constrained than ever. Magnified by the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the growing homelessness crisis and the unprecedented adolescent mental health epidemic, 
the gap has widened for students experiencing homelessness, foster care and juvenile rehabilitation in almost every 
measure of educational progress. 

Project Education Impact (PEI): A legislatively mandated workgroup that has been meeting since 2017 to develop 
recommendations for the state on how to improve educational outcomes for students experiencing foster care and 
homelessness. PEI aims to achieve educational equity by 2027. 
 

• Membership includes the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Department of Children, Youth 
and Families (DCYF), Office of Homeless Youth (OHY), Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC) and 
nonprofit organizations. 
 

• PEI’s collective impact work — where participating organizations are collaborating instead of competing for 
funding and supports — is the only one of its kind in the nation! 

 

To achieve their goal for educational equity by 2027, PEI recommends the following: 
 

• Expanding the workgroup’s scope to include youth in or exiting institutional education. 
 

• Extend their sunset date to July 1, 2028. 

 
• $150,000 in state funding for the biennium to support PEI efforts. The workgroup will pursue a 100% private 

funding match to these dollars. 

Our Ask 


	Drivers Assistance.pdf
	The program currently provides funding and assistance for:
	Examples of expanded services needed:

	Educational Advocacy.pdf
	THE SOLUTION
	THE PROBLEM

	Middle School Graduation Success.pdf
	By expanding access to Graduation Success, the Middle School Strategy will provide students with all the program’s services:
	The Middle School strategy will add:
	THE SOLUTION
	THE PROBLEM
	Improve
	Educational Outcomes for Middle School Students in Foster Care

	PEI.pdf
	THE SOLUTION
	THE PROBLEM


