
FOOD SECURITY

Allow EBT use for food on campus
Connect with BFET navigators
Improve student access to SNAP, WIC + other programs 
Allow CTC + 4-yr students to receive free + reduced food on campus
Create Hunger Free Task Force
Establish food pantries on all campuses

HUNGER FREE CAMPUS

2023 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES

MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE

CHILDCARE

Implement pilot program
State-contracted services
Institutions can opt in to augment existing services

TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES

CCAMPIS GRANTS
Implement state matching funds for federal program

POST SECONDARY 
BASIC NEEDS COALITION

HOUSING

Expand to include students seeking 4-yr degrees
Apply Head Start requirements + remove US citizenship criteria 

WORKING CONNECTIONS CHILDCARE 

SUPPORTING STUDENTS HOMELESSNESS PROGRAM 
Expand, make permanent + include NW Indian College

STUDENT EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM
Expand + allocate additional funding

NAVIGATION

Provide navigation supports to students on campus
Refer students to programs + services to meet all basic needs
Offer financial aid, direct financial assistance + emergency grants 

SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT LEAD: PSBN
SUPPORTING: SBCTC, UWKC

LEAD: WSA
SUPPORTING: AHNC, PSBN

LEAD: WSAC
SUPPORTING: SBCTC, PSBN

LEAD: WSA
SUPPORTING: SBCTC, PSBN

LEAD: C4C
SUPPORTING: ECEAP, PSBN

Coalition: erin@hathewaytennent.com | Advocacy: adan@sermontipublicaffairs.com

LEAD: PSBN
SUPPORTING: WCCC, ECEAP



OUR PARTNERS

Coalition: erin@hathewaytennent.com | Advocacy: adan@sermontipublicaffairs.com

AHNC:

C4C:

ECEAP:

SBCTC:

UWKC:

WCCC:

WSA:

WSAC:

POST SECONDARY 
BASIC NEEDS COALITION

Anti-Hunger + Nutrition Coalition

Communities for Our Colleges, Just Strategy

Early Childhood Education + Assistance Program

Washington State Board for Community + Technical Colleges

United Way of King County

Washington Campus Children's Center Coalition

Washington Student Association

Washington Student Achievement Council

OUR PURPOSE

The PSBN Coalition has over 250 individual members from across Washington State,
including students, school administrators, state agency officials, policymakers, private
philanthropists + nonprofit service providers. 

The lead + supporting partners for our 2023 advocacy agenda are:

Education is a proven pathway out of poverty, but many students in Washington State
struggle to persist or complete educational programs because they cannot meet their
basic needs for food, mental + behavioral healthcare, childcare, housing, or support to
navigate existing systems. 

These conditions disproportionately impact low-income students, particularly those who
are Black, indigenous + people of color (BIPOC), first-generation, or parenting students.
Now is a more critical time than ever to invest in their success.

OUR SUPPORT
The PSBN Coalition supports policy reforms that:

Expand student access to resources that fulfill their basic needs.
Center students that education systems have systemically marginalized.
Remove barriers to educational persistence and completion.



CHAMPIONS: TBD     HB 1234 | SB 5678     BUDGET REQUEST: TBD

PS
BN

NAVIGATION: 
SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT

ADDITIONAL PSBN PRIORITIES
FOOD SECURITY: HUNGER FREE CAMPUS | HOUSING: EXPAND STUDENT SUPPORTS

CHILDCARE: IMPROVE ELIGIBILITY | MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE: 
TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES

One fifth of community college students in Washington report experiencing
homelessness in the past year
Over half say they do not know where they will find their next meal 
One fifth of community college students are parents, and only about one quarter
of single-parent students earn a degree or certificate within 6 years
BIPOC and low-income students experience higher needs for mental and
behavioral healthcare, but have a harder time accessing services

Education is the best way to break the cycle of poverty, but having limited resources
makes it tough to stay in school. To persist and complete educational programs,
students need a single point of contact on campus who can help them access
programs and services to meet their basic needs.

THE NEED:

THE SOLUTION: 

Fully resource on-campus navigators + establish one-
stop centers at each postsecondary institution. 

Equip navigators to connect students to all available  
resources to fulfill their basic needs, including
childcare, housing, food, mental and behavioral
healthcare, as well as emergency financial assistance. 

For more information contact: adan@sermontipublicaffairs.com



CHAMPIONS: TBD     HB 1234 | SB 5678     BUDGET REQUEST: TBD

PS
BN

FOOD SECURITY: 
HUNGER FREE CAMPUS

ADDITIONAL PSBN PRIORITIES
NAVIGATION: SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT | HOUSING: EXPAND STUDENT SUPPORTS

CHILDCARE: IMPROVE ELIGIBILITY | MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE: 
TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES

Food insecurity impacts postsecondary persistence + completion
It also disproportionately impacts BIPOC students + those with children, the
students most at risk for not completing postsecondary education
Running Start students who are eligible for free/reduced price school meals are
losing out on this essential benefit when they spend their days on college campuses
Students are taking a stand + telling us they need sustainable hunger solutions

College students need healthy food during the school day to ensure academic success.
Hungry students learn differently and struggle more. A Hunger-Free Campus
comprehensively + proactively protects food security on campus + maximizes existing
resources to reduce student hunger off campus.

THE NEED:

THE SOLUTION: 

Expand the scope of HB 1893 + build on national
models to create Hunger-Free Campus legislation for
Washington’s 2 + 4 year colleges + universities. 

Successful implementation will include: establishing a
hunger-free taskforce, coordinating BFET support with
on-campus navigators, promoting SNAP, regularly
assessing students' basic needs, providing free meals on
campus, granting emergency assistance + creating on-
campus food pantries.

For more information contact: Executive.director@wastudents.org | claire.lane2@gmail.com

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1893&Year=2019


Prior to the Supporting Students Homelessness Pilot, over 50% of students at
participating institutions reported housing instability + nearly 20% experienced
homelessness
The average student age was 29, the majority identified as female + 61% were
supporting dependents
A third of the students served were employed at least part-time

Housing insecurity undermines persistence + completion rates for postsecondary
students. Focusing on school can be hard when students don't know where they can go
to feel safe + secure. Housing programs + emergency assistance to remain sheltered
are especially valuable to marginalized students + help them avoid unsafe conditions.

THE NEED:

THE SOLUTION: 

Expand and make permanent the Supporting Students
Homelessness (SSEH) Pilot. 

Address systemic inequities by including the NW Indian
College in the SSEH program. 

Allocate additional funding to the Student Emergency
Assistance Grant Program. 

CHAMPIONS: TBD     HB 1234 | SB 5678     BUDGET REQUEST: TBD

For more information contact: Executive.director@wastudents.org | jdellinger@sbctc.edu

PS
BN

HOUSING: 
EXPAND STUDENT SUPPORTS

ADDITIONAL PSBN PRIORITIES
NAVIGATION: SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT | FOOD SECURITY: HUNGER FREE CAMPUS 

CHILDCARE: IMPROVE ELIGIBILITY | MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE: 
TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES



CHAMPIONS: TBD  HB 1234 | SB 5678  BUDGET REQUEST: $7.235M

PS
BN

MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE: 
TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES

ADDITIONAL PSBN PRIORITIES
NAVIGATION: SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT | HOUSING: EXPAND STUDENT SUPPORTS

CHILDCARE: IMPROVE ELIGIBILITY | FOOD SECURITY: HUNGER FREE CAMPUS

Without support, students' mental + behavioral health issues can negatively impact
academic performance, persistence + credential completion
COVID has exacerbated depression, anxiety + thoughts of suicide among college
students 
Students of color + low-income students experience higher needs + face increased
challenges accessing satisfactory care
Many Washington colleges report insufficient campus or community care to meet
the scope of student needs, especially in rural areas where providers are scarce

All postsecondary students should have access to mental + behavioral healthcare, yet
the need for these services is rising faster than campus + community providers can
keep up. Telehealth augments existing care from college + community providers +
offers flexible, tailored mental + behavioral healthcare access. 

THE NEED:

THE SOLUTION: 

WSAC will partner with at least 16 postsecondary
institutions to contract with a telehealth provider. 

Conduct a robust evaluation of the 2-year program's
impact on students' health, academic persistence +
credential attainment. 

Provide increased MH/BH care to over 95,000 students. 

For more information contact: amim@wsac.wa.gov | cmcmullin@sbctc.edu



Community colleges enroll the largest share of student-parents. 
Only 27% of single-parent students attain a degree or certificate within 6 years,
compared with 56% of dependent students. 
The COVID-19 pandemic impacted students who are parents especially hard: the
percentage of parents seeking help climbed from 24% to 42%

Students who are parents have added responsibilities to juggle in order to persist in
academic programs + complete credentials. Having access to reliable, affordable, on-
campus childcare increases college attendance + improves outcomes for vulnerable
students.

THE NEED:

THE SOLUTION: 

Establish  a state matching funds program for federal
CCAMPIS grants. On-campus childcare centers would
be recipients so awards would not affect student-
parents' financial aid eligibility.

Expand Working Connections program to include
childcare for students seeking 4-yr degrees.

Apply Head Start criteria + remove US Citizenship
requirement to receive Working Connections subsidy.

CHAMPIONS: TBD     HB 1234 | SB 5678     BUDGET REQUEST: TBD

For more information contact: adan@sermontipublicaffairs.com | leeann@juststrategy.org

PS
BN

CHILDCARE: 
IMPROVE ELIGIBILITY

ADDITIONAL PSBN PRIORITIES
NAVIGATION: SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT | FOOD SECURITY: HUNGER FREE CAMPUS 

HOUSING: EXPAND STUDENT SUPPORTS | MENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE:
TELEHEALTH COUNSELING SERVICES


