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COVID-19 Funds Available for Alumni Foster Youth
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The Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and
Families (DCYF) and Treehouse are partnering to disperse
approximately $1.65 million in congressional funds to help alumni
of foster care recover from the financial hardships caused by the
pandemic. One of the provisions of the Supporting Foster Youth
and Families Through the Pandemic Act is additional funding
under the Chafee Program to assist former foster youth with
critical financial needs.
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The following youth are eligible to receive financial assistance:
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•
•

Youth currently between the ages of 23 and 26
Youth who were placed in out-of-home foster care for at
least 30 days between the ages of 15 and 17

And:
•

Youth who were either:
• A dependent of DCYF or a federally recognized
tribe, or

questions about these
events, please contact
DCYF Community
Engagement.

•

Would have been eligible for these funds under
the same criteria, but were in foster care in a
different state

Eligible youth can receive up to $1,000 in financial assistance for
a variety of needs, including education, technology, rent, utilities,
groceries, and more. The application window closes on Sept. 24,
2021. For more information or to apply, visit the Treehouse
Pandemic Aid website.

House Bill 1194 Impacts on Family Time Visitation
Family Time visitation is critical to strengthening and preserving
the family bond and achieving successful reunification.
During the 2021 Legislative Session, the Legislature passed HB
1194, which addresses visitation (Family Time). HB 1194
became effective on July 25, and requires the following:
•

An initial (family time) visit must occur within 72 hours of
the removal of a child unless the court finds that
extraordinary circumstances require a delay. This visit
must be supervised unless the department determines
supervision is not necessary.

This requirement is in line with DCYF's policy that an initial visit
be held within 72 hours. However, HB 1194 has made this policy
a law, meaning DCYF is subject to contempt if it fails to meet
these requirements. The new law's timeframe does not exclude
weekends or holidays.
Read the full article.

