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March 30, 2016
Host a table or reserve your seat today. 
See inside for more details...

THE WEARHOUSE 
distributed 100,000 items of 
clothing, toys, and supplies 
to more than 1,800 youth. 

HOLIDAY MAGIC 
provided a significant 
holiday gift for 5,581 
kids during the month 
of December. 

GRADUATION SUCCESS 
provided comprehensive 
educational support to 680 
youth in more than 140 
King County middle schools 
and high schools!

EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY 
helped remove barriers to 
school success for more 
than 1,500 kids statewide.

LITTLE WISHES funded 
5,600 wishes for more than 
1,300 youth to participate 
in crucial social, emotional, 
and academic development 
activities.  

With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate from high 
school at the same rate as their peers 
with a plan for their future in 2017.

The transition to college more than 3,000 
miles away from home was a challenging 
one. In addition to being apart from family 
and friends, she learned that she could no 
longer breeze through class and get the 
easy A. She was also overwhelmed by the 
mounting expenses for school fees and on 
campus activities. Many foster youth have 
challenges thriving in college due to the 
lack of support once they are no longer 
in the system. Fortunately, Joann went 
to college with a plan. With Treehouse 
Little Wishes funding assistance she 
gained 200+ “instant friends” by joining 
a sorority on campus. This network of 

Joann entered foster care during her sophomore year at Mt. Si High 
School. She was always a determined, college-bound student, but 
transitions were tough for her. Throughout her time in care, the 
consistent support of Treehouse Education Specialist Jill Lahmann and 
the Independent Living program helped her stay on track for her goals 
for the future and in 2014 Joann successfully graduated from high 
school and started her freshman year at the University of Florida. 

support helps her to feel connected 
and fully engage in campus life. She 
is also able to cover classroom fees 
and other on campus event expenses 
with Treehouse support. 

“I can’t even put into words how 
helpful Little Wishes has been since 
I started school at UF. I’m thrilled to 
be a sophomore in college pursuing 
my dream career in Criminology 
surrounded by people who are  
goal-oriented like me. I’m so proud 
of the person that I am becoming,” 
Joann recently shared. 

X-BOX TEAM HELPS BLAKE  
VISUALIZE HIS FUTURE 
Blake entered foster care at age 14. His experience in care has been a rocky one with frequent 
home placement changes and enrollment in more than six different schools over the past four years. 
Despite the lack of stability in his life, Blake has shown tremendous resilience and determination to 
graduate from high school on time this year and to build a career that will support the independence 
he’s long desired. 

Over the past year, Blake has worked 
closely with Treehouse Education 
Specialist Skylar Cole to catch up on 
school credits and to start exploring 
possible career options. Throughout their 
meetings, Blake shared about his passion 
for gaming, so the duo started researching 
about careers in video game development. 
As is the case with many kids in foster 
care, Blake had never had exposure to 
an office environment or adults who 
could answer specific questions about 
various career options. He knew that he 
loved gaming and he’d dabbled in doing 
some programming, but he had no idea 
what a day on the job might look like. 
Since Blake thrives in settings where he 

HELPING JOANN FULLY 
LIVE THE COLLEGE LIFE 

can be an independent worker, having 
the opportunity to observe various work 
environments to find the right fit is an 
important factor for his future success in 
the workplace.   

In 2015, the Treehouse Little Wishes team 
introduced a new service that provides 
students like Blake with the opportunity 
to explore various career paths in-depth 
by learning directly from professionals 
in their industry of choice. Students are 
connected with community volunteers who 
invite the student to shadow them at the 
office, tour their work facility, or simply sit 
down and ask them questions.  In April, 
Blake had a chance to do all three thanks 

to our generous partners at Microsoft.  

From the moment he arrived at the 
Microsoft Xbox office, Blake was 
impressed by the campus. Everyone was 
using the latest technology and enjoying 
great perks like gaming at work and free 
soft drinks anytime! He was particularly 
enthralled by the customer research 
center as he watched gamers’ behaviors 
being observed and he learned about the 
various tests and data that is analyzed to 
ensure that Xbox remains a leader in the 
industry. The independent nature of data 
analysis was very appealing to Blake. 

Throughout his visit, Blake took every 
opportunity to ask questions and learn 
more about career options. For example, 
once he learned that most Microsoft 
developers have a four year degree, he 
started asking about other available 
positions since starting a career will most 
likely precede college for Blake. With 
every piece of knowledge Blake gained, 
he took one more step toward identifying 
his dream career. “I’m so proud of Blake 
for diving in and making the most of this 
opportunity. The Xbox experience helped 
empower him to make informed choices 
about his future career,” shared Skylar.
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HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVE HOSTS FOSTER 
THE SPIRIT OF GIVING 
Treehouse relies on donation drive hosts to help ensure that youth find what they need in the 
Wearhouse year-round. With a fully stocked store, Treehouse youth can find what they need 
to feel good and fit in. This holiday season we welcomed dozens of new drive hosts and were 
inspired by our longtime hosts’ continued generosity.
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2015 IMPACT BY 
THE NUMBERS

In 2015, the Treehouse team served more than 8,000 Washington youth in foster care and 
their caregivers and made tremendous strides towards our 2017 goal: Foster youth in King 
County graduate from high school at the same rate as their peers with a plan for their future.

Titan
Titan is one of Treehouse’s go-to partners in addressing the critical needs of kids in 
foster care. This year they learned that the Wearhouse was low on infant and toddler 
clothing and toys during the holidays so they immediately reached out to their 
community collecting items and raising more than $7,000 online.  We are so grateful 
for their commitment to kids in care!

Cedar Crest Academy
Cedar Crest Academy has generously partnered with Treehouse by hosting a holiday 
drive at each of their four campuses for many years. The drive is a perfect fit with their 
December curriculum which focuses on the importance of showing compassion. In 
addition to learning about compassion in the classroom, kids take a tag from the Giving 
Tree at the front of the school and purchase a new toy or item of clothing for kids in 
foster care, helping them learn the importance of giving back.

CalPortland
Employees at CalPortland, a local supplier of ready mix concrete and aggregate 
products, held their first holiday drive for Treehouse this December. Their team raised 
more than $1,500 in cash donations and they collected 180 toys, books, and clothes, 
including many big ticket items like a bike and a Kindle Fire making sure the holidays 
were merry for kids in foster care.

Ferrari and Maserati of Seattle
When Ferrari and Maserati of Seattle started thinking about the holiday season, 
they thought about how they could support those in the greatest need. Treehouse’s 
mission to serve vulnerable youth in foster care was the perfect fit! The team 
collected over $4,500 worth of goods and funds thanks to the generosity of their 
staff, vendors, and the local Capitol Hill community. 

Christian Faith Center
Last year Christian Faith Center hosted a tremendously successful toy drive for 
Treehouse so we were thrilled when they asked to once again demonstrate their 
commitment to youth in foster care by hosting a drive this year. They raised more 
than $25,000! Their generosity has left us completely speechless.  

CalPortland
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With fierce optimism, Treehouse has led or collaborated on landmark legislation to 
support the educational attainment and well-being of youth in foster care for more 
than a decade. We are so grateful for our legislative champions, state government 
partners, community collaborators, and supporters for continuing to partner with 
us in 2016 to ensure that youth in foster care have access to the opportunities and 
resources they need to reach their full potential in life. 

GRADUATION SUCCESS VOLUNTEER  
RICK HELPS KIDS GET BACK ON TRACK

For the past three years, Rick has been one of Treehouse’s dedicated volunteers 
tutoring two to three students in the Rainier Valley each semester. Rick provides 
kids in foster care with the consistent one-on-one support they need to succeed 
in their math and science classes and get on track for high school graduation. 
Rick is known for his patient and caring approach that enables him to connect 
with students at their level. He always goes the extra mile helping students  
really understand the material and even creates his own problems to augment 
their learning.

“When I think about Rick, I think about someone who is always asking ‘what 
more can I do’ for others. His impact on the individual kids he serves as a 
Graduation Success volunteer, and Treehouse’s clients as a whole as a generous 

STAY CONNECTED FOR TREEHOUSE UPDATES

As a Boeing systems engineer and husband of a middle school 
science teacher, Rick Reuter has enjoyed giving back to his 
community over the years by helping kids with their math and 
physics classes. He has tutored student friends of his family 
as well as international exchange students. When he learned 
that there was a need for tutors for local kids in foster care, 
volunteering at Treehouse seemed like a natural fit for him and 
he reached out to learn how he could get involved. 

SLEEP TRAIN USA PAJAMA BOWL
FOR FOSTER KIDS
April 24th 

Is bowling for a cause right up your alley? If so, it’s that time 
again! Step one: rally your friends, family and colleagues. 
Step two: throw on your luckiest pair of pajamas. Step three: 
make a difference for kids in foster care. Stay tuned for more 
information from Sleep Train on the 2016 locations and how 
to assemble and register your team to support Treehouse. For 
more information on this year’s event, visit pajamabowl.com.

BOURBON & BACON FEST
March 5th,12:00-4:00PM or 6:00-10:00PM
Seattle Design Center
 
Taste your way through some of the Northwest’s finest smoky 
bacon treats while sipping bourbons from nearby craft 
distilleries and big-barrel labels at the beautifully renovated 
Seattle Design Center. You can tailor your tasting experience 
with tickets at tiered levels. All proceeds support local youth 
in foster care. Get your tickets and more details at seattle.
bourbonandbaconfest.com.

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Sign up to advocate to legislators!
treehouseforkids.org/advocate

Pin with us!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA

TREEHOUSE EVENTS

 
This year, Treehouse is leading HB1999, which will 
coordinate education services for youth in foster care, 
providing a foundation for Washington State to lead the 
nation in high school completion, post-secondary school 
enrollment and completion for youth in foster care.

Since youth in foster care represent a mere 1% of school 
populations, currently neither child welfare nor school 
systems are prepared to provide the individualized 
services kids in care need to be successful. Washington’s 
investments in K-12 education do not provide youth in 
foster care the academic support needed to compensate 
for their school mobility, histories of trauma and school 
failure, and inconsistent or absent parents. The result 
is that while we have made significant progress in King 
County, less than 50% of youth in foster care graduate 
from high school across Washington State, and less than 
3% of youth in foster care have a bachelor’s degree.

HB1999’s proposed statewide education strategy 
maximizes the impact of state and philanthropic 
investment through the partnership of state and private 

2016 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

I hope this newsletter finds you in the 
midst of a productive start to 2016. At 
Treehouse, we have been grateful for this 
time of reflection, renewed focus, and 
strength to advocate for our youth during 
the legislative session.

As you may recall, last year the Washington 
State Legislature provided state funding 
for the expansion of our academic support 
program, Graduation Success, to two 
additional high census communities 
in Washington State in fall 2016. 
This year, Treehouse is thrilled to take 

another critical step toward improved 
educational outcomes of youth in 
foster care by once again collaborating 
with legislators and state and private 
agencies on HB1999, the Coordinated 
Educational Services for Youth in Foster 
Care Act. This landmark legislation 
will pave the path for Washington 
to implement a statewide education 
strategy, authorizing limited student 
information sharing, and uniting state 
and private agency support programs, 
including the Treehouse Graduation 
Success and Educational Advocacy 
programs, to increase program efficiency 
and effectiveness. New outcome-driven 
contracts for all programs will ensure 
that investments are spent wisely. By 
better aligning state and private agency 
resources, we can ensure that K-12 and 
post-secondary success is attainable 

for youth in foster care, and lay the 
foundation for Washington State to lead 
the nation in high school completion, 
post-secondary enrollment and completion 
for youth in foster care. 

I invite you to join me in advocating to 
legislators this session. You can learn 
more about HB1999 in the below article 
or on the Treehouse website. If you are 
ready to get started, you can use our 
online Advocacy Action Center tool to 
quickly find your legislators and use 
e-mail templates to contact them. 

I would like to extend our deep 
appreciation to everyone who supported 
youth in foster care in 2015, particularly 
this past holiday season. Thanks to the 
generosity of our many donors, donation 
drive hosts, corporate supporters, 

Treehouse donor is truly extraordinary,” shared Treehouse staff member  
Meaghan Quinlan.

Graduation Success volunteers like Rick help expand Treehouse’s ability to serve 
youth in foster care by providing tutoring, credit retrieval, and translation support 
3+ hours a week in schools and public community spaces throughout King 
County. Currently, there is a particular need for volunteers in South King County. 
Want to learn more? Contact Megan Meyer today at meganm@treehouseforkids.org 
or 206.267.5117 for more details.

Get monthly updates from us!
treehouseforkids.org/enews

Subscribe to our blog!
treehouseforkids.org/blog

e-news

agencies to provide consistent, efficient, and effective 
academic support services for students in foster care. The 
strategy’s continuum of outcome driven services will enable 
foster youth to develop meaningful goals for their path to 
adulthood, engage with their school and community, graduate 
from high school, and succeed in life. 

HB1999 will:
•   Benefit youth in foster care with consistent strategy and 

services across the state.
•   Drive results with outcome driven contracts for all nonprofit 

agency services.
•   Consolidate responsibility for youth in foster care’s academic 

support needs within the Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and Washington Student Achievement 
Council leveraging existing state resources.

•   Benefit tax payers by replacing an isolated program strategy 
with a collaborative approach, increasing the efficiency and 
effectiveness of state funded services.

This is the year for Washington State to lead the nation in 
educational outcomes for youth in foster care!

Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature annual event. 

Through the powerful stories of foster youth, you’ll learn more about how 
Treehouse is leveling the playing field so youth can succeed in school and in life.

There is no fee for entry to this event, but you will be given the opportunity to 
make a gift at the level that is right for you. Because of the generous corporate 
sponsors that underwrite the luncheon and program expenses, every dollar you 
give goes directly to helping kids in foster care. Thanks to our Challenge pool, 
every gift of $300 or more will be matched.

Reserve your table of ten or individual seat today:  
treehouse.kintera.org/champions2016 

For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org 
or call 206.267.5112.

15TH ANNUAL CHAMPIONS FOR 
FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON
March 30, 2016, 11:30AM-1:00PM 
Seattle Sheraton 
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Event Sponsors

community event hosts and volunteers, 
Treehouse was able to serve more than 
8,000 kids shopping directly in the 
Wearhouse or receiving a special holiday 
gift in the mail – a record-setting number 
for Treehouse! This would not have been 
possible without the support of our long-
time partner, 97.3 KIRO Radio, its staff 
and listeners, all of whom made the 27th 
Annual Holiday Magic Radiothon a great 
success.

Thank you for your unwavering 
commitment, and all that you have done 
and will do to support youth in foster care. 
I hope to see you at our annual Champions 
for Foster Kids Luncheon on March 30th!

Blessings, 

Be a Voice for Kids in Foster Care

If you are passionate about helping youth in  
foster care graduate from high school with a plan 
for their future, we invite you to learn more about 
this legislation and sign up for our easy-to-use 
Advocacy Action Center on the Treehouse website 
at treehouseforkids.org/advocate.

Your voice matters to kids in foster care!   

Blessings, 

Juli Farris, Chair
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Tim Bowman
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John Enslein 
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Lisa Hoyt 
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Dianne Schultheis
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Tess Thomas 
Affshin Valji 
Eden Waggoner 
Larry Ward 
Linda Whatley 
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Are you a Secret Admirer  
of Treehouse?
If you have invested in fostering the future of youth in care by 
including Treehouse in your estate plans, we’d love to hear from 
you! Don’t stay a secret admirer, contact Jazmin Marshall at 
jazmin@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5121.

Rick with his wife, Sharon, and their exchange student  from Germany, Ronja.
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