
At school, they can feel isolated and 
forgotten as their friends return from 
winter break with stories of vacations,  
new gifts, and family gatherings. 
Receiving a holiday gift with their name 
on it can turn a day of wondering why  
they are always forgotten, into a morning 
they’ll remember forever.  

We are so grateful for the Treehouse 
supporters and devoted listeners of the 
KIRO Radio 97.3 Holiday Magic radiothon 
who help ensure that more than 5,000 
kids in foster care across Washington 
State receive gifts each year. In 2014, 
Treehouse distributed a record-breaking 
5,941 gifts! Thanks to our generous 
community, 1,137 kids woke up to find 
a brand new bike waiting for them, 332 

The holidays can be a painful time for kids in foster care as they are 
reminded of the family they have lost.  

youth cheered on the home team in their 
new Seahawks jerseys, and 222 teens 
enjoyed hanging out with their peers at 
the movies to see all the newest releases.

In a caregiver’s own words:
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for giving our little girl just what she 
wanted from Santa. She is now beginning 
to read and has spent hours enjoying her 
handheld “computer” in the car. She has 
had a rough winter being away from her 
mother’s home and your gift to her speaks 
volumes of encouragement and hope.”

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on 
December 10th and be part of the magic 
of the holiday season for youth in foster 
care across Washington State.

A CHILDHOOD DREAM IS REALIZED
TUESDAY GRADUATES WITH A PLAN 
FOR HER FUTURE
When eighteen-year-old Tuesday was recently asked what her biggest achievement in life has been, 
there wasn’t a moment’s hesitation. “Being the first person in my family to graduate from high 
school,” she proudly responded. 

Upon looking at this bright, college-bound 
young woman, it is hard to believe that 
homelessness and hopelessness almost 
crushed her graduation dreams just a  
few years ago.  

Tuesday dreamed of graduating from high 
school ever since she was a little girl. 
While education was not a priority in her 
home, she was a model student during 
her freshman year at Cleveland High 
School. She was motivated, organized, 
goal-oriented, and had good grades. These 
achievements were put in jeopardy her 
sophomore year, however, when she was 
forced out of the family home due to no 
fault of her own. Over the next few months 
she moved between foster homes, group 

BRINGING A LITTLE  
HOLIDAY MAGIC TO  
KIDS IN FOSTER CARE

homes, and relatives, often couch surfing. 
She missed countless days of school and 
was soon failing all of her courses.

After confiding in her math teacher Mrs.
Starostka, Tuesday got her first glimmer of 
hope. Mr. and Mrs. Starostka were willing 
to be her guardians! Tuesday finally learned 
what it felt like to be part of a real family, 
and with a consistent, safe place to stay, 
she could focus on school again. With the 
help of her Cleveland and Treehouse support 
team, Tuesday brought her grades up to a 
3.5 GPA in one semester and her graduation 
goal became a real possibility again.

While Tuesday continued to excel in the 
classroom her junior year, the trauma from 

her childhood manifested into crippling 
self-doubt and anxiety. She had been told 
that she would never amount to anything, 
so believing in herself and her ability to 
graduate from high school was a constant 
struggle. This self-doubt culminated her 
senior year and she chose not to enroll  
at Cleveland.

Treehouse Education Specialist Barbara 
Rockey worked diligently with Tuesday and 
her counselor to help build her confidence 
and get her reenrolled. She helped 
Tuesday learn how to take one day at a 
time to abate her anxiety, and together 
they developed short-term goals focused 
on time and stress management. Barbara 
also connected Tuesday to a Treehouse 

volunteer tutor to help her successfully 
complete her last few challenging classes, 
UW biology and pre- calculus, as well 
as prepare for the SATs. With her ever-
growing circle of support, Tuesday not only 
graduated with a strong GPA, she also got 
a phenomenal score on the SATs resulting 
in an acceptance letter from Western 
Washington University!

Thanks to Barbara and Tuesday’s endless 
hours researching and applying for 
scholarships, and the generosity of Cares 
of Washington and the Mount Baker 
Scholarship Foundation donors, Tuesday 
is attending WWU this fall on a full ride 
scholarship pursuing her next dream—
becoming an orthodontist!
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MICHELLE DIRKSE  
INTERIOR DESIGN TAKES THEIR  
HOLIDAY DRIVE ONLINE 
Michelle Dirkse has first-hand knowledge 
of the vast needs of many youth in our 
community. For years she worked in 
central Seattle schools directly supporting 
low-income, homeless, and foster youth 
as a social worker for Therapeutic Health 
Services. It was a struggle to help find 
resources for her students and she was 
grateful that Treehouse was an option for 
her students in foster care.

While she ended up shifting careers to 
pursue her passion for interior design, she 
never stopped thinking about her kids and 
was eager to continue giving back in some 
way. When she opened her own interior 
design studio, she decided to engage the 
art community, colleagues, family, and 
friends in supporting kids in foster care  
by hosting a holiday donation  
drive for Treehouse. 

As a busy new business owner, Michelle 
opted to take to Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and email to promote her drive 
and start building momentum. She started 
by sharing posts about foster care and 
Treehouse to help educate her friends 
and followers about kids in care and 
how great the need is for support. Then, 
she shared how contributing to her drive 
would help make an impact.  Once the 
donations started rolling in, she posted 
status updates listing contributors, dollars 
raised, and setting goals for the following 
week to continue to inspire and motivate 
participation. She also included her 
Belltown community by advertising  
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With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate from 
high school at the same rate as 
their peers with a plan for their 
future in 2017.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Holiday 2015

the drive through the Belltown Art Walk. 
Michelle’s favorite part of the whole 
experience was getting to drop off a 
bundle of new coats to the Treehouse 
Wearhouse with her staff. Seeing the 
impact of their donations left quite an 
impression on the group, leading them to 
host an even more successful drive this 
fall during the back-to-school season.

See inside for details... 

Host a holiday donation drive

Make a gift to bene�t kids in foster care

Volunteer as a holiday helper

The Treehouse team is so grateful for 
all of the philanthropic businesses like 
Michelle Dirkse Interior Design who 
donate their time and talent to support 
youth in foster care. Learn more about 
how your organization can host a holiday 
donation drive this season by contacting 
drives@treehouseforkids.org.

HOLIDAY 
SHOPPING 
WEARHOUSE 
STYLE

Some of them have stayed for a few days, others for 
a few years, and all of them arrived with a long list of 
things that they needed. “They often arrived without any 
belongings at all, and since I have teen boys, anything 
they did have would have to be replaced frequently 
due to their near constant growth spurts. That adds up 
quickly,” Michelle shared. 

During the expensive holiday season, trying to find the 
resources to provide winter essentials and holiday gifts 
for kids can be daunting for caregivers like Michelle. 
Thankfully, Michelle knows all about the Wearhouse— 
Treehouse’s on-site retail store where foster youth and 
caregivers can shop for free – and she has been able 
to get her boys all of the essentials. Her family has 
also enjoyed getting into the holiday spirit at Treehouse 
events like Cinematique, a free movie event for kids in 

foster care at Lincoln Center each December. Last 
year, her family got an early holiday gift winning the 
grand prize at this fun family event--a brand new  
Xbox 360!

As Michelle prepares for her first holiday with teens 
Jay and Rodriguez this year, she is looking forward 
to visiting the Wearhouse once again to select the 
perfect books, clothes, and games to ensure that they 
have the magical holidays that they so richly deserve. 

Each year, hundreds of caregivers like Michelle rely 
on the Wearhouse. In December 2014, more than 
18,000 items were distributed to caregivers for 
Treehouse youth across King County. This holiday,  
the Wearhouse expects to support more than  
1,150 shoppers!

Michelle McClelland had always wanted to  
be a mom, and in 2011 she decided to build 
her family through foster care. As a single 
mother working full time, her home was a 
great fit for older, more independent youth, 
and over the years she has welcomed seven 
teens into her home. 

Michelle Dirkse and staff



GIVING THE GIFT OF TIME

STAY CONNECTED FOR HOLIDAY UPDATES

About five years ago, Sarah Thomas 
was looking for a way to give back 
to her community while spending 
quality time with her then ten-year-
old daughter Morgan. She had always 
found herself drawn to organizations 
supporting kids, so when she found 
out that the Treehouse Wearhouse 
welcomes family volunteers ages  
6 and up, she signed up for the 
monthly Saturday shift.

Over the years, the duo have helped 
with sorting donations in the back, 
stocking the store, and Morgan, a 
budding fashionista, has enjoyed 
dressing the mannequins to ensure they display the latest trends.  
During the holidays, Sarah and Morgan love working directly with 
shoppers to help them find the perfect festive outfit or holiday gift.  
“The most powerful part of the experience has been watching my 
daughter recognize that many of the kids and families she is helping are 
selecting items on their holiday wish list for the very first time. Morgan 
has gained invaluable perspective and we are both so appreciative of the 

KIRO RADIO 97.3 FM HOLIDAY MAGIC 
RADIOTHON 
December 10, 7:00AM-7:00PM

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on December 10th and 
be part of the magic of the holiday season for youth in 
foster care across Washington State. From 7am-7pm 
you can call in to help ensure that every child in foster 
care has a joyful holiday and receives a gift this year!

SHARE THE LOVE 
November 19 – January 2 
Carter Subaru

Carter Subaru wants to share the love this holiday 
season! When you purchase any new Subaru from Carter 
Subaru in Shoreline or Ballard from November 19th to 
January 2nd, Subaru will donate $250 to one of five 
nonprofits, and Treehouse is one of the lucky recipients. 
If you are in the market for a car this holiday season, 
help Carter Subaru share the love with Treehouse!

CHAMPIONS FOR FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON 
March 30, 2016, 11:30AM-1:00PM
Seattle Sheraton
 
Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature 
annual event. Save the date and sign up now to be a 
Table Captain. For more information, contact  
Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org or  
call 206.267.5112.  

SPARKLE FOR A CAUSE SILENT JEWELRY 
AUCTION 
November 12, 6:00-8:30PM
Fusion Beads, 3830 Stone Way N, Seattle

Enjoy an evening of wine, appetizers and beautiful jewelry 
created by local artists at this annual Treehouse benefit 
event hosted by Fusion Beads. Tickets are just $15. 
Register today at http://sparkle.kintera.org/2015

HOLIDAY CAROUSEL  
BENEFITING TREEHOUSE 
November 27 – January 1
Westlake Park in Downtown Seattle

Join us under the Macy’s star at Westlake Park for a ride 
on the carousel! All proceeds will help Treehouse give kids 
in foster care a brighter holiday. Planning to purchase a 
gift for a foster child while you’re downtown? Treehouse 
shopping bags will be available for convenient pick-up and 
drop-off at the Carousel. For more information, contact 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org

RIDE THE HOLIDAY EXPRESS  
(SEATTLE MONORAIL)  
November 27 – January 1
Seattle Center Platform

Treehouse is thrilled to be the official holiday charity 
partner of the Seattle Monorail again this year! Avoid 
downtown traffic and parking costs by taking the hassle-
free Monorail to Westlake Center. Be sure to stop by 
the Carousel in Westlake Park to pick up a Treehouse 
shopping bag, fill it up with a holiday donation and then 
conveniently drop it back off at the Carousel before 
you head back home. For Monorail rates and additional 
information, visit seattlemonorail.com 

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTSTREEHOUSE EVENTS
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For Treehouse volunteer, Bev Ricker,  
nothing quite captures the holiday spirit like 
volunteering downtown at the Holiday Carousel.

Bev first learned of Treehouse when she was chatting 
with a friend about what she should do on her first day 
of retirement in December 2012. After 35 years as a 
physical therapist and raising two kids she was ready 
for a little R&R, but the thought of waking up without 
a plan was unsettling. Bev showed up at the Treehouse 
Wearhouse that first Monday to volunteer, and her warm 
smile has been greeting Treehouse families and visitors 
at the front desk ever since. “I love being a part of an 
organization that provides such essential services to kids 
in our community,” she shared.

In 2013, Bev decided to invite twelve of her friends to 
join her volunteering at the Holiday Carousel downtown. 
While her group unfortunately experienced Northwest 
weather at its worst, they merrily donned festive green 
trash bags and enjoyed guiding hundreds of excited 
children and families onto the ride. They enjoyed 
themselves so much in fact that it has become an annual 
tradition. The group loves the opportunity to spend 
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CAROUSEL VOLUNTEERS 
WHIRL INTO THE 
HOLIDAY SPIRIT

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

We have so much to be grateful for this 
year and this holiday season we are 
fortunate to be blessed with one of the 
greatest gifts of all—the opportunity to 
give kids in foster care the happy holiday 
memories that we all remember and 
cherish from our youth.

During the holidays, kids in foster care 
need messages of caring the most, 
and caregivers partner with Treehouse 
to make sure their youth have the 

opportunity to build new happy holiday 
memories.  Our kids will pick out festive 
holiday clothes, comfy pajamas, and toys at 
the Wearhouse. They’ll have the excitement 
of unwrapping a gift with their name on the 
tag—all thanks to you.

As I look forward to 2016, I am filled with 
optimism for the youth that we serve.  As 
I mentioned over the summer, 68% of 
the Treehouse Class of 2015 successfully 
graduated from high school, and more than 
85% of our persistent fifth year seniors 
graduated or have a plan for completion. 
The Graduation Success program is 
making an impact! This fall, our Education 
Specialists are busy continuing to help 
these youth on their path to success 
supporting their transition to colleges, trade 
schools or high school completion programs. 

As we persist in working towards our 2017 
graduation equity goal for youth in foster 
care this school year, we are focusing 
on addressing systemic obstacles that 
have slowed or prevented the academic 
progress of some of our youth. We have 
learned that youth in South King County 
are struggling more than students in other 
districts and that their schools are often 
under-resourced. In response, we have 
reduced the caseloads of many of our 
Education Specialists this year by 40% 
and Little Wishes funding support will be 
significantly increased to ensure students 
have access to the resources that they 
need. We are also learning that the highly 
mobile nature of foster youth results in 
program support interruptions for 10% 
of our students as they move in and out 
of our service area.  We’re tracking where 

these students end up to help inform our 
Washington State Legislature supported 
program expansion plans in the coming 
year. Treehouse remains a highly adaptive, 
learning organization that is fiercely 
committed to our students achieving their 
dreams for the future.

Thank you for your partnership with us 
on this journey and for all that you’ve 
done and that you will do to ensure that 
youth in foster care have the opportunity 
to reach their full potential. I wish you a 
blessed holiday season and look forward  
to the opportunities of 2016.

Blessings

Nov 19-Jan 2

Nov 27-Jan 1

To learn more about how you can get involved, visit treehouseforkids.org. 
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meaningful time together in the festive atmosphere, 
while giving back in such a memorable way. Bev’s 
favorite memory last year was sneaking on two 
90-year-old sisters who wanted a second ride 
because they were having so much fun! 

Learn more about how you can get in the spirit 
at the Holiday Carousel this year by contacting 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org. 

   

Host a Holiday Drive

You can bring a joyful holiday season to foster kids in 
your community by collecting new toys and clothing!  

Holiday drive donations can be delivered to Treehouse 
during the following times throughout the holiday 
season, or by appointment:

Friday, December 4, 9:00AM–6:00PM
Tuesday, December 8, 9:00AM–6:00PM
Friday, December 11, 9:00AM-6:00PM
Saturday, December 12, 10:00AM–2:00PM

Need to swing by at a 
different time? No problem!  
We will be accepting drive 
donations up to and through 
the holidays.  

Contact Kintisha at 
drives@treehouseforkids.org 
or 206.267.5109 to make 
arrangements.

different time? No problem!  

donations up to and through 

drives@treehouseforkids.org 
or 206.267.5109 to make 

opportunity to get to know so many wonderful Treehouse families over the 
years,” Sarah shared. 

The Wearhouse has helped thousands of kids facing grown-up challenges 
recapture their childhood thanks to volunteers like Sarah and Morgan. 

There are many ways to follow their lead and we invite you to join us this 
holiday season!

HOST A HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVE: You can help foster kids have a 
happy holiday this season by collecting new toys and clothing.

HOST A HOLIDAY EVENT: Turn your passion into action and help 
foster kids by hosting a holiday event to support Treehouse.

TAKE A TURN AT THE HOLIDAY CAROUSEL: Join us for a volunteer 
shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect donations and share the 
Treehouse mission with the community.

VOLUNTEER AS A WEARHOUSE HOLIDAY HELPER: Help sort toys 
and clothing donations and stock our free store for foster youth.

Janis Avery, CEO

December

31

If you itemize your taxes, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your 
adjusted gross income. The higher your tax rate, the more your charitable gifts will save you.
 
Gifts to Treehouse made by check, credit card, or stock offer three ways to help kids and save on your taxes. 
Stock owned for more than one year can generally receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock, and by donating it you can avoid paying any capital gains tax. BNY Mellon handles 
all gifts of stock benefiting Treehouse free of any commission charges for both the donor and Treehouse.
 
Remember that gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2015, to impact your 2015 taxes. For more 
information visit treehouseforkids.org.

END OF THE YEAR GIVING: 
MAKE A GIFT & SAVE

The spirit of giving is in the air this time of year. Not only is it a wonderful time to support 
the causes you care about, it’s also one of the last opportunities to reduce your 2015 taxes.

Bev Ricker
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About five years ago, Sarah Thomas 
was looking for a way to give back 
to her community while spending 
quality time with her then ten-year-
old daughter Morgan. She had always 
found herself drawn to organizations 
supporting kids, so when she found 
out that the Treehouse Wearhouse 
welcomes family volunteers ages  
6 and up, she signed up for the 
monthly Saturday shift.

Over the years, the duo have helped 
with sorting donations in the back, 
stocking the store, and Morgan, a 
budding fashionista, has enjoyed 
dressing the mannequins to ensure they display the latest trends.  
During the holidays, Sarah and Morgan love working directly with 
shoppers to help them find the perfect festive outfit or holiday gift.  
“The most powerful part of the experience has been watching my 
daughter recognize that many of the kids and families she is helping are 
selecting items on their holiday wish list for the very first time. Morgan 
has gained invaluable perspective and we are both so appreciative of the 

KIRO RADIO 97.3 FM HOLIDAY MAGIC 
RADIOTHON 
December 10, 7:00AM-7:00PM

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on December 10th and 
be part of the magic of the holiday season for youth in 
foster care across Washington State. From 7am-7pm 
you can call in to help ensure that every child in foster 
care has a joyful holiday and receives a gift this year!

SHARE THE LOVE 
November 19 – January 2 
Carter Subaru

Carter Subaru wants to share the love this holiday 
season! When you purchase any new Subaru from Carter 
Subaru in Shoreline or Ballard from November 19th to 
January 2nd, Subaru will donate $250 to one of five 
nonprofits, and Treehouse is one of the lucky recipients. 
If you are in the market for a car this holiday season, 
help Carter Subaru share the love with Treehouse!

CHAMPIONS FOR FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON 
March 30, 2016, 11:30AM-1:00PM
Seattle Sheraton
 
Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature 
annual event. Save the date and sign up now to be a 
Table Captain. For more information, contact  
Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org or  
call 206.267.5112.  

SPARKLE FOR A CAUSE SILENT JEWELRY 
AUCTION 
November 12, 6:00-8:30PM
Fusion Beads, 3830 Stone Way N, Seattle

Enjoy an evening of wine, appetizers and beautiful jewelry 
created by local artists at this annual Treehouse benefit 
event hosted by Fusion Beads. Tickets are just $15. 
Register today at http://sparkle.kintera.org/2015

HOLIDAY CAROUSEL  
BENEFITING TREEHOUSE 
November 27 – January 1
Westlake Park in Downtown Seattle

Join us under the Macy’s star at Westlake Park for a ride 
on the carousel! All proceeds will help Treehouse give kids 
in foster care a brighter holiday. Planning to purchase a 
gift for a foster child while you’re downtown? Treehouse 
shopping bags will be available for convenient pick-up and 
drop-off at the Carousel. For more information, contact 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org

RIDE THE HOLIDAY EXPRESS  
(SEATTLE MONORAIL)  
November 27 – January 1
Seattle Center Platform

Treehouse is thrilled to be the official holiday charity 
partner of the Seattle Monorail again this year! Avoid 
downtown traffic and parking costs by taking the hassle-
free Monorail to Westlake Center. Be sure to stop by 
the Carousel in Westlake Park to pick up a Treehouse 
shopping bag, fill it up with a holiday donation and then 
conveniently drop it back off at the Carousel before 
you head back home. For Monorail rates and additional 
information, visit seattlemonorail.com 
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For Treehouse volunteer, Bev Ricker,  
nothing quite captures the holiday spirit like 
volunteering downtown at the Holiday Carousel.

Bev first learned of Treehouse when she was chatting 
with a friend about what she should do on her first day 
of retirement in December 2012. After 35 years as a 
physical therapist and raising two kids she was ready 
for a little R&R, but the thought of waking up without 
a plan was unsettling. Bev showed up at the Treehouse 
Wearhouse that first Monday to volunteer, and her warm 
smile has been greeting Treehouse families and visitors 
at the front desk ever since. “I love being a part of an 
organization that provides such essential services to kids 
in our community,” she shared.

In 2013, Bev decided to invite twelve of her friends to 
join her volunteering at the Holiday Carousel downtown. 
While her group unfortunately experienced Northwest 
weather at its worst, they merrily donned festive green 
trash bags and enjoyed guiding hundreds of excited 
children and families onto the ride. They enjoyed 
themselves so much in fact that it has become an annual 
tradition. The group loves the opportunity to spend 
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We have so much to be grateful for this 
year and this holiday season we are 
fortunate to be blessed with one of the 
greatest gifts of all—the opportunity to 
give kids in foster care the happy holiday 
memories that we all remember and 
cherish from our youth.

During the holidays, kids in foster care 
need messages of caring the most, 
and caregivers partner with Treehouse 
to make sure their youth have the 

opportunity to build new happy holiday 
memories.  Our kids will pick out festive 
holiday clothes, comfy pajamas, and toys at 
the Wearhouse. They’ll have the excitement 
of unwrapping a gift with their name on the 
tag—all thanks to you.

As I look forward to 2016, I am filled with 
optimism for the youth that we serve.  As 
I mentioned over the summer, 68% of 
the Treehouse Class of 2015 successfully 
graduated from high school, and more than 
85% of our persistent fifth year seniors 
graduated or have a plan for completion. 
The Graduation Success program is 
making an impact! This fall, our Education 
Specialists are busy continuing to help 
these youth on their path to success 
supporting their transition to colleges, trade 
schools or high school completion programs. 

As we persist in working towards our 2017 
graduation equity goal for youth in foster 
care this school year, we are focusing 
on addressing systemic obstacles that 
have slowed or prevented the academic 
progress of some of our youth. We have 
learned that youth in South King County 
are struggling more than students in other 
districts and that their schools are often 
under-resourced. In response, we have 
reduced the caseloads of many of our 
Education Specialists this year by 40% 
and Little Wishes funding support will be 
significantly increased to ensure students 
have access to the resources that they 
need. We are also learning that the highly 
mobile nature of foster youth results in 
program support interruptions for 10% 
of our students as they move in and out 
of our service area.  We’re tracking where 

these students end up to help inform our 
Washington State Legislature supported 
program expansion plans in the coming 
year. Treehouse remains a highly adaptive, 
learning organization that is fiercely 
committed to our students achieving their 
dreams for the future.

Thank you for your partnership with us 
on this journey and for all that you’ve 
done and that you will do to ensure that 
youth in foster care have the opportunity 
to reach their full potential. I wish you a 
blessed holiday season and look forward  
to the opportunities of 2016.
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meaningful time together in the festive atmosphere, 
while giving back in such a memorable way. Bev’s 
favorite memory last year was sneaking on two 
90-year-old sisters who wanted a second ride 
because they were having so much fun! 

Learn more about how you can get in the spirit 
at the Holiday Carousel this year by contacting 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org. 

   

Host a Holiday Drive

You can bring a joyful holiday season to foster kids in 
your community by collecting new toys and clothing!  

Holiday drive donations can be delivered to Treehouse 
during the following times throughout the holiday 
season, or by appointment:

Friday, December 4, 9:00AM–6:00PM
Tuesday, December 8, 9:00AM–6:00PM
Friday, December 11, 9:00AM-6:00PM
Saturday, December 12, 10:00AM–2:00PM

Need to swing by at a 
different time? No problem!  
We will be accepting drive 
donations up to and through 
the holidays.  

Contact Kintisha at 
drives@treehouseforkids.org 
or 206.267.5109 to make 
arrangements.

opportunity to get to know so many wonderful Treehouse families over the 
years,” Sarah shared. 

The Wearhouse has helped thousands of kids facing grown-up challenges 
recapture their childhood thanks to volunteers like Sarah and Morgan. 

There are many ways to follow their lead and we invite you to join us this 
holiday season!

HOST A HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVE: You can help foster kids have a 
happy holiday this season by collecting new toys and clothing.

HOST A HOLIDAY EVENT: Turn your passion into action and help 
foster kids by hosting a holiday event to support Treehouse.

TAKE A TURN AT THE HOLIDAY CAROUSEL: Join us for a volunteer 
shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect donations and share the 
Treehouse mission with the community.

VOLUNTEER AS A WEARHOUSE HOLIDAY HELPER: Help sort toys 
and clothing donations and stock our free store for foster youth.

Janis Avery, CEO

December

31

If you itemize your taxes, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your 
adjusted gross income. The higher your tax rate, the more your charitable gifts will save you.
 
Gifts to Treehouse made by check, credit card, or stock offer three ways to help kids and save on your taxes. 
Stock owned for more than one year can generally receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock, and by donating it you can avoid paying any capital gains tax. BNY Mellon handles 
all gifts of stock benefiting Treehouse free of any commission charges for both the donor and Treehouse.
 
Remember that gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2015, to impact your 2015 taxes. For more 
information visit treehouseforkids.org.

END OF THE YEAR GIVING: 
MAKE A GIFT & SAVE

Bev Ricker



At school, they can feel isolated and 
forgotten as their friends return from 
winter break with stories of vacations,  
new gifts, and family gatherings. 
Receiving a holiday gift with their name 
on it can turn a day of wondering why  
they are always forgotten, into a morning 
they’ll remember forever.  

We are so grateful for the Treehouse 
supporters and devoted listeners of the 
KIRO Radio 97.3 Holiday Magic radiothon 
who help ensure that more than 5,000 
kids in foster care across Washington 
State receive gifts each year. In 2014, 
Treehouse distributed a record-breaking 
5,941 gifts! Thanks to our generous 
community, 1,137 kids woke up to find 
a brand new bike waiting for them, 332 

The holidays can be a painful time for kids in foster care as they are 
reminded of the family they have lost.  

youth cheered on the home team in their 
new Seahawks jerseys, and 222 teens 
enjoyed hanging out with their peers at 
the movies to see all the newest releases.

In a caregiver’s own words:
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for giving our little girl just what she 
wanted from Santa. She is now beginning 
to read and has spent hours enjoying her 
handheld “computer” in the car. She has 
had a rough winter being away from her 
mother’s home and your gift to her speaks 
volumes of encouragement and hope.”

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on 
December 10th and be part of the magic 
of the holiday season for youth in foster 
care across Washington State.

A CHILDHOOD DREAM IS REALIZED
TUESDAY GRADUATES WITH A PLAN 
FOR HER FUTURE

Upon looking at this bright, college-bound 
young woman, it is hard to believe that 
homelessness and hopelessness almost 
crushed her graduation dreams just a  
few years ago.  

Tuesday dreamed of graduating from high 
school ever since she was a little girl. 
While education was not a priority in her 
home, she was a model student during 
her freshman year at Cleveland High 
School. She was motivated, organized, 
goal-oriented, and had good grades. These 
achievements were put in jeopardy her 
sophomore year, however, when she was 
forced out of the family home due to no 
fault of her own. Over the next few months 
she moved between foster homes, group 

BRINGING A LITTLE  
HOLIDAY MAGIC TO  
KIDS IN FOSTER CARE

homes, and relatives, often couch surfing. 
She missed countless days of school and 
was soon failing all of her courses.

After confiding in her math teacher Mrs.
Starostka, Tuesday got her first glimmer of 
hope. Mr. and Mrs. Starostka were willing 
to be her guardians! Tuesday finally learned 
what it felt like to be part of a real family, 
and with a consistent, safe place to stay, 
she could focus on school again. With the 
help of her Cleveland and Treehouse support 
team, Tuesday brought her grades up to a 
3.5 GPA in one semester and her graduation 
goal became a real possibility again.

While Tuesday continued to excel in the 
classroom her junior year, the trauma from 

her childhood manifested into crippling 
self-doubt and anxiety. She had been told 
that she would never amount to anything, 
so believing in herself and her ability to 
graduate from high school was a constant 
struggle. This self-doubt culminated her 
senior year and she chose not to enroll  
at Cleveland.

Treehouse Education Specialist Barbara 
Rockey worked diligently with Tuesday and 
her counselor to help build her confidence 
and get her reenrolled. She helped 
Tuesday learn how to take one day at a 
time to abate her anxiety, and together 
they developed short-term goals focused 
on time and stress management. Barbara 
also connected Tuesday to a Treehouse 

volunteer tutor to help her successfully 
complete her last few challenging classes, 
UW biology and pre- calculus, as well 
as prepare for the SATs. With her ever-
growing circle of support, Tuesday not only 
graduated with a strong GPA, she also got 
a phenomenal score on the SATs resulting 
in an acceptance letter from Western 
Washington University!

Thanks to Barbara and Tuesday’s endless 
hours researching and applying for 
scholarships, and the generosity of Cares 
of Washington and the Mount Baker 
Scholarship Foundation donors, Tuesday 
is attending WWU this fall on a full ride 
scholarship pursuing her next dream—
becoming an orthodontist!
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MICHELLE DIRKSE  
INTERIOR DESIGN TAKES THEIR  
HOLIDAY DRIVE ONLINE 
Michelle Dirkse has first-hand knowledge 
of the vast needs of many youth in our 
community. For years she worked in 
central Seattle schools directly supporting 
low-income, homeless, and foster youth 
as a social worker for Therapeutic Health 
Services. It was a struggle to help find 
resources for her students and she was 
grateful that Treehouse was an option for 
her students in foster care.

While she ended up shifting careers to 
pursue her passion for interior design, she 
never stopped thinking about her kids and 
was eager to continue giving back in some 
way. When she opened her own interior 
design studio, she decided to engage the 
art community, colleagues, family, and 
friends in supporting kids in foster care  
by hosting a holiday donation  
drive for Treehouse. 

As a busy new business owner, Michelle 
opted to take to Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and email to promote her drive 
and start building momentum. She started 
by sharing posts about foster care and 
Treehouse to help educate her friends 
and followers about kids in care and 
how great the need is for support. Then, 
she shared how contributing to her drive 
would help make an impact.  Once the 
donations started rolling in, she posted 
status updates listing contributors, dollars 
raised, and setting goals for the following 
week to continue to inspire and motivate 
participation. She also included her 
Belltown community by advertising  
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With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate from 
high school at the same rate as 
their peers with a plan for their 
future in 2017.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Holiday 2015

the drive through the Belltown Art Walk. 
Michelle’s favorite part of the whole 
experience was getting to drop off a 
bundle of new coats to the Treehouse 
Wearhouse with her staff. Seeing the 
impact of their donations left quite an 
impression on the group, leading them to 
host an even more successful drive this 
fall during the back-to-school season.

See inside for details... 

Host a holiday donation drive

Make a gift to bene�t kids in foster care

Volunteer as a holiday helper

The Treehouse team is so grateful for 
all of the philanthropic businesses like 
Michelle Dirkse Interior Design who 
donate their time and talent to support 
youth in foster care. Learn more about 
how your organization can host a holiday 
donation drive this season by contacting 
drives@treehouseforkids.org.

Some of them have stayed for a few days, others for 
a few years, and all of them arrived with a long list of 
things that they needed. “They often arrived without any 
belongings at all, and since I have teen boys, anything 
they did have would have to be replaced frequently 
due to their near constant growth spurts. That adds up 
quickly,” Michelle shared. 

During the expensive holiday season, trying to find the 
resources to provide winter essentials and holiday gifts 
for kids can be daunting for caregivers like Michelle. 
Thankfully, Michelle knows all about the Wearhouse— 
Treehouse’s on-site retail store where foster youth and 
caregivers can shop for free – and she has been able 
to get her boys all of the essentials. Her family has 
also enjoyed getting into the holiday spirit at Treehouse 
events like Cinematique, a free movie event for kids in 

foster care at Lincoln Center each December. Last 
year, her family got an early holiday gift winning the 
grand prize at this fun family event--a brand new  
Xbox 360!

As Michelle prepares for her first holiday with teens 
Jay and Rodriguez this year, she is looking forward 
to visiting the Wearhouse once again to select the 
perfect books, clothes, and games to ensure that they 
have the magical holidays that they so richly deserve. 

Each year, hundreds of caregivers like Michelle rely 
on the Wearhouse. In December 2014, more than 
18,000 items were distributed to caregivers for 
Treehouse youth across King County. This holiday,  
the Wearhouse expects to support more than  
1,150 shoppers!

Michelle McClelland had always wanted to  
be a mom, and in 2011 she decided to build 
her family through foster care. As a single 
mother working full time, her home was a 
great fit for older, more independent youth, 
and over the years she has welcomed seven 
teens into her home. 

Michelle Dirkse and staff


