
STAFF BIO

In thIs Issue
LITTLe WISheS IS OnLIne 1 
CuLTurAL COnSIderATIOnS 2 
STAFF BIO 3 
CALendAr      4 
ACTIVITY OF The MOnTh 4 
COLLege ShOp 4

Daquawya fInley &
DanIelle lalIberte  

new lIttle wIshes 
OnlIne request tOOl
Treehouse’s Little Wishes program now 
has a convenient online request tool!  
Check it out at treehouseforkids.org/
littlewishesrequest.  

Use this online form to confidentially 
request funding for activities, tickets 
and other Little Wishes related needs.  

Simply collect all of the information that 
Little Wishes will need to process your 
request (see the list at treehouseforkids.
org/little-wishes), complete the needed 
information in the form, and click 
“Submit Your Request for Review” 
and a Little Wishes staff member will 
contact you within 24 business hours.  

Please note that funding is not 
guaranteed and we cannot reimburse for 
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Cultural COnsIDeratIOns
In CaregIvIng 
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When kids and teens move into new 
foster care placements, they bring 
with them a multitude of traditions, 
values, and experiences; all of which 
shape who they are and how they 
interact with others. Supporting the 
cultural heritage of youth in your care 
is an important way to help youth feel 
welcome in your home, help them 
shape their identity, understand their 
roots, and make connections. 

Here are some ways that you can 
support the diverse cultures of kids in 
your care:

Home Life:

•	 Fill your home with toys, art, music, 
and books that reflect the culture of 
your child. Treehouse’s Wearhouse 
often has toys and books that 
represent diverse cultures. 

•	 Cook food that reflects your child’s 
upbringing and be understanding as 
they adapt to new foods 

•	 Your child may have religious beliefs 
that are different from your own. 
Be open and allow them to attend 
spiritual services and connect with 
others that share their beliefs.

•	 In addition to having a different 
definition of good hygiene, your 
child’s hair may require special care 
that is different from your own. To 
help offset the often high-cost of hair 
care for youth with curly or textured 
hair types, Little Wishes can provide 
financial assistance with hair care a 
few times each program year.  

School and Friends:

•	 Help your child feel connected by 
making your best effort to enroll them 
in a school that has diverse students, 
teachers, and mentors. 

•	 Develop friendships with families 
that share a similar culture to the 
child in your home, or join support 
group of other foster parents who 
have bicultural families. 

•	 Encourage your child to participate 
in cultural clubs and events in 
the community. You can request 
funding from Little Wishes to help 
cover the cost of activities.

Communication and Emotions: 

•	 Your child may be used to following 
rules different from your own. Open 
communication about rules (even 
those you believe to be inherent) 
can help alleviate confusion and 
frustration. 

•	 The expression of your child’s 
emotions and feelings can vary 
based upon the norms they grew up 
with. Remember to make your rules 
clear and known, but to also have 
patience as your child adapts to 
new expectations. 

While all of these considerations are 
important, remember that it takes time 
to learn a child’s culture. Keep an open 
mind, remember your own biases, ask 
curious questions, and take time to 
appreciate the many cultures that make 
up our world! 

Thanks to the Amara Clinical Care team 
for sharing these helpful tips with us. 
More resources can be found online at 
ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TransracialParenting.
pdf.  

   

“…I had such a good time that I didn’t want to go home and leave La Cima.” 
The wishes of Carlos and the nine other Treehouse youth who attended La 
Cima leadership camp this past July were fulfilled by danielle Laliberte and 
daquawya Finley, the Treehouse Little Wishes team. 

Danielle and Daquawya strive to make many more “wishes” come true through 
Treehouse’s Little Wishes program, which provides financial assistance for academic 
and extra-curricular activities and important teen experiences to help youth reach their 
career and post-secondary goals.  

Little Wishes Manager, Danielle, has been working at Treehouse for five years and feels 
fortunate to be a part of a team helping 
youth in foster care experience important 
social and community building activities. 
Her favorite part of her job is hearing from 
families and youth about the friends and 
mentors they have as a result of activities 
that Little Wishes assisted with.  

Little Wishes Coordinator, Daquawya, 
chose to work at Treehouse two years ago 
based on her own experience in foster care. 
She used to come to Treehouse to receive 
services, volunteer and share her story to 
help others. She believes that all youth 
deserve a chance to try new activities and 
have the academic support they need, as that 
will give them the confidence to succeed in the future. What she enjoys about her work 
is that she is able to provide support to improve the well-being of families and put a 
smile on their faces. 

Danielle and Daquawya received hundreds of requests throughout the year. And 
while they aren’t able to fund every single request, they find joy in matching kids 
and teens with the perfect activity. As Treehouse continues to grow, the Little Wishes 
team continues to makes changes and improvements to the program as they gain a 
better understanding of the unique needs of youth and their families. They have also 
developed a new feature to make it easy and efficient for caregivers and youth to submit 
requests online (see page 1 for details).  

The team collaborates across all Treehouse departments and with community 
organizations and individuals. For example, they have expanded their services for 
youth in the Graduation Success Program by providing connections to job shadow 
experiences, volunteer tutors and credit recovery via their Education Specialists.  

Outside of their work hours, Danielle likes to attend concerts, go camping, practice 
yoga, and play with her dog, Hugo, while Daquawya enjoys cooking, crocheting and 
catching up on Netflix.

have the academic support they need, as that 

activities or fees that have already been 
paid for.  Wait to receive approval for 
your request from a Little Wishes staff 
member before signing up and before 
paying for a service or activity.

danielle and daquawya
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Rock climbing programs offer a fun and rewarding environment to build climbing 
expertise and life skills like responsibility, teamwork, communication and healthy 
living. Classes are led by skilled instructors who ensure participants are learning in a 
safe and supportive atmosphere. From small children to teens and young adults, there 
are programs offered for every age and ability. 

There are a number of rock climbing programs for youth in King County including: 
Seattle 
Bouldering Project in Seattle (seattleboulderingproject.com), Stone Gardens in 
Bellevue and Seattle (stonegardens.com) and Vertical World in Seattle, Redmond and 
Everett 
(verticalworld.com).

If your youth is interested in participating in a rock climbing program or any other 
extracurricular activity and needs financial assistance, complete the request form at 
treehouseforkids.org/littlewishesrequest or contact Little Wishes at 206.267.5125 or 
littlewishes@treehouseforkids.org.

Treehouse’s Little Wishes program can help pay for the cost of an 
extracurricular activity for youth enrolled with Treehouse.

Wearhouse Closures    `  
The Wearhouse will be closed Thursday, September 17th for a staff training. No 
shopping requests will be filled during this time.

*

CalenDar

aCaDemIC resOurCe 
Center nOw OnlIne
Treehouse has just launched a new tool for caregivers, youth and educators on 
our website. The new Academic Resource Center strives to be a helpful, relevant, 
and easily accessible source of information and resources available to support the 
academic success of youth in foster care in Washington State. 

You can find information about your youth’s educational rights, how to support 
learning at home, how to get involved and advocate for your youth at school, and 
where to find free resources to support your youth’s academic success.

You can visit the Academic Resource Center at treehouseforkids.org/academic-
resource-center/.
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28 29
Wearhouse 10am-4pm
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nOV 1 2 3
Wearhouse 2-7pm

4 5
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

6 7

8 9 10
Wearhouse 2-7pm

11 12    
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

13  14    

The Wearhouse: Tues 2-7pm, Thurs 10-4pm, Select Sat 10am-2pm  
Treehouse is updating its annual Wearhouse visit policy. Effective August 1, 2015, 
each youth can shop in the Wearhouse up to 6 times per year (maximum of one visit 
per month, please). In December, youth can use one of their 6 annual visits to shop 
our special selection of holiday gifts. Questions? Please contact the Wearhouse at 
206.267.5185. 

stay COnneCteD

Like us!
facebook.com/
TreehouseResourceLink 

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

read our blog! 
treehouseforkids.org/blog

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

aCtIvIty Of the mOnth

rOCK ClImbIng

Wearhouse 10am-2pm 

Wearhouse 10am-2pm

Wearhouse 10am-4pm

Wearhouse 10am-4pm

Wearhouse 2-7pm

Wearhouse 2-7pm
             *
Wearhouse 10am-2pm 

Additional Shopping day Added to Wearhouse Schedule    
Starting in October, the Wearhouse will be open the 1st Saturday of the month from 
10am-2pm.

             
Wearhouse 10am-2pm 

College Shop        
In order to inspire and celebrate the college plans of many of our teens, the 
Wearhouse has been collecting donations of college wear (think university 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, and other swag) to help students get ready for their first 
day on campus. If your teen would like to show some college spirit, make sure 
you plan on using one of your regular Wearhouse shopping visits during the 
month of October.

Wearhouse Closed


