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Foster kids deserve 
a great first day. 

You can make it happen!

Shop - Donate - Volunteer

See inside for details...

With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate high school 
at the same rate as their peers with a 
plan for their future in 2017. 

WEBER SHANDWICK MAKES AN 
IMPACT DOING WHAT THEY DO BEST
For the past two years, the Weber 
Shandwick Seattle team has devoted their 
unparalleled energy and commitment to 
youth in foster care in our community 
as generous pro bono partners with 
Treehouse. As experts in integrated 
marketing, strategic planning, and media 
relations, the Weber Shandwick team has 
been instrumental in helping Treehouse 
develop strategic communications 
demonstrating the impact of our 
services and inspiring supporters to 
take action. In short, they have helped 
create a connection between the heart of 
Treehouse and the communities we serve. 

Over the years, the Weber Shandwick 
team has supported Treehouse’s media 
relations efforts by providing media 
training to staff, helping us form 
partnerships with local journalists, 

and brainstorming creative media 
opportunities. They’ve helped us enhance 
our social media strategy including the 
launch of a new blog that has enabled 
us to share the powerful stories of our 
clients. And recently, they hosted a public 
speaking training directly for Treehouse 
students! This opportunity helped these 
students start building the self-esteem, 
confidence, and skills needed to pursue 
their desired careers as well as speak on 
behalf of Treehouse.  

In total, Weber Shandwick has donated 
more than 525 hours of professional 
services, and the team’s personal 
investment in Treehouse is truly inspiring. 
They have become an extension of the 

Treehouse marketing team. “We feel we 
can best contribute to our community 
by doing what we do best, providing our 
expertise and resources to help expand 
Treehouse’s ability to serve youth in foster 
care,” shared Michelle Maggs, Executive 
VP and General Manager of Weber 
Shandwick. 

Thank you Weber Shandwick for keeping 
Treehouse engaging, always!

The Treehouse team is so grateful for 
all of the philanthropic businesses like 

Weber Shandwick who donate their time 
and talent to support youth in foster 
care. Treehouse has many projects just 
waiting to be tackled by a group of 
smart, dedicated volunteers interested 
in using their professional skills to give 
back to the community. Learn more 
about how your organization can make 
an impact by contacting volunteer@
treehouseforkids.org.

VAlENTIN’S GRADuATION DREAMS 
BECOME REAlITY 
At twelve years old, Valentin’s dreams of an education and life beyond the confines of his small Latin 
American town came to an end when he graduated from sixth grade. With no publicly funded secondary 
school, his only option was to join his peers and head to the fields to help support his family. Valentin 
shared, “I truly believed I would live and die in those fields.” 

Now twenty years old, Valentin’s dreams 
have been given new life. With the help 
of local nonprofit, Lutheran Community 
Services, he moved to Western Washington 
in 2012, and after just three years of 
secondary education, Valentin successfully 
graduated from Roosevelt High School this 
past June. 

To Valentin, those were three long years 
filled with hard work, determination, and 
perseverance. Similar to many kids in 
foster care, Valentin entered high school 
at an older age than his classmates. 
While he was thrilled to be given a second 
chance at an education, he was highly 
motivated to complete high school as 
fast as possible. To do this, he knew that 
he would have to learn English while 
maintaining a full course load, and that 

THE WEARHOuSE - DRESSING 
KIDS FOR SCHOOl SuCCESS 

school would need to be prioritized above 
everything else in his life. 

Fortunately, adapting to life in the U.S. and 
building a community of support came easy 
to Valentin. He loves to go to new places 
and meet new people, so even when he 
moved placements and schools, his soft-
spoken, friendly, and genuine nature made 
it easy for him to connect with people. Lexa 
Galanti, his Treehouse Education Specialist, 
is one of those people. 

Over the past year, Lexa and Valentin 
met weekly to review progress towards 
his academic goals and to address any 
challenges that arose. While Valentin is 
completely self-motivated towards his 
goals, Lexa helped build his confidence in 
himself and his ability to advocate for things 

like an expanded schedule including 
Running Start to ensure that he could 
fulfill his graduation requirements. She 
also helped him with the little things 
like connecting to resources needed 
in the classroom like a backpack and 
a calculator. When Valentin started 
struggling in his two math classes, 
Lexa connected him with a Treehouse 
Graduation Success tutor who provided 
him with the extra support he needed to 
learn the material at his own pace and 
pass the classes.

Once graduation was in sight this spring, 
the duo worked on preparing Valentin 
for the future by researching college 
programs and applying for scholarships. 
They also took a moment to celebrate all 
of his successes at a festive graduation 

party attended by his community of 
supporters. Teachers, caregivers, and 
friends were all there to applaud his 
momentous achievement. 

Thanks to the North Seattle Persistence 
Scholarship, Valentin will be able to 
attend North Seattle College this fall. His 
dreams have finally become reality, and 
he is looking forward to a bright future as 
a computer programmer. 
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In just two months’ time, Jeanette and Dylan completed more than 30 hours of intensive training and all 
of the necessary paperwork. Then they got to work on their home, purchasing furniture, beds, and the child 
health and safety supplies required for licensing. Needless to say it was an expensive couple of months. 

When the youth arrived at their home in September, he had just gone through a growth spurt and his clothes 
were all two sizes too small. With all of the recent expenses, Jeanette and Dylan did not have the resources to 
purchase him a new wardrobe for school. After buying him a couple of items on credit, they learned about the 
Treehouse Wearhouse, a free store for kids in foster care. On Jeanette’s first visit she was able to pick up all 
of the essentials he would need for back-to-school—a backpack, pants, shirts, and school supplies. “I don’t 
know what we would have done without it,” Jeanette shared. 

This year, the Wearhouse is expecting more than 945 shoppers like Jeanette & Dylan during the back-to-
school season. With your support, foster families can continue to count on the Wearhouse to ease the costs of 
caring for our community’s kids in foster care.

This June, we celebrated the monumental 
achievements made by the Graduation 
Success program’s 2015 class. Thanks to the 
investments made by our generous community, 
the dedication of Treehouse’s 23 Education 
Specialists and 75 In-School Mentors, and 
the incredible perseverance of our youth, 48 
Treehouse students successfully graduated from 
high school with a plan for their future! We 
are so proud of their incredible resilience and 
strength in achieving this critical milestone. 
Thank you for your continued commitment to 
transforming the lives of our community’s youth 
in foster care forever.   

Jeanette and her wife Dylan had been thinking about becoming foster parents for years. 
In July of 2014 they decided to start the process when they learned about a 14-year-
old youth who desperately needed a placement. The youth’s social worker knew that 
Jeanette, a licensed therapist, would be a great fit for this youth and the team was 
committed to making it happen. 

CELEBRATING THE 

ClASS OF 2015

have a plan for 
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plan on attending  
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What the recent Treehouse senior class of 71 students achieved and where they are headed.

Members of the 
Weber Shandwick 
team volunteering at 
the Holiday Carousel 



Currently, Gay meets weekly with 
a 14-year-old Treehouse student 
who started attending school for 
the very first time at 8 years old. In 
the beginning, she knew that she 
would need to get creative in order to 
engage this student so she decided 
to incorporate his passion for Star 
Wars into her lesson planning. She 
brought dozens of stickers of Star Wars 
characters, asked him to select a few, 
and then practice writing letters by 
writing the characters’ names down. 
As it turned out, he exceeded her 
expectations writing the names of every 
last character next to the appropriate 
sticker! To congratulate her extremely 
proud student on his achievement, Gay 
fashioned the pages into a book which 

was presented to the school library, 
his favorite hideout at school. This 
summer they will continue to meet, 
collaborating with his special education 
teacher and Treehouse Education 
Specialist to start learning how to 
sound letters out and continue making 
progress towards his ultimate goal—
reading Star Wars chapter books. 
 
When asked what inspires her to be a 
volunteer tutor, Gay shared that she 
just loves what sponges young people 
are, and that she’ll never tire of the 
sparkle in their eyes when they catch 
onto something. 
 
Graduation Success volunteers like 
Gay help to expand Treehouse’s 

ability to serve youth in foster care by 
providing tutoring, credit retrieval and 
translation support 3+ hours a week 
throughout King County.  Want to learn 
more? Contact Alexa today at alexa@
treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5117 
for more details.

RETIRED, BuT FOREVER A TEACHER
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“I fell in love with the fact that they traveled to another 
country to help others and I wanted to be a part of it. At 
first I didn’t believe that I would actually get to go because 
I had no idea how I was going to pay for it or how I was 
supposed to get my passport. The process was difficult and 
stressful, but luckily I had an amazing support group.  From 
Treehouse, Kayleen in Little Wishes helped me so much. 
She worked with my social worker, Global Visionaries and 
Barbara to make things happen. I am so grateful for having 
all of them on my side,” Madison shared.

With the help of her Treehouse team, Madison completed 
her application and successfully put the first stamp in her 
new passport last summer. “The Guatemala trip helped me 
to step out of my comfort zone. I stayed with a host family, 
learned how they live, worked at a coffee plantation, helped 
build a hospital, and assisted with reforestation efforts. 

JACK AND JIll SEATTlE STRENGTHENS ITS VIllAGE

MADISON’S GOAl FOR THE FuTuRE: 
TO GO GlOBAl HElPING OTHERS

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

The final weeks of summer are always 
such a special time. There is something 
deeply nostalgic about the sight of 
sharpened pencils, brand new school 
supplies, and the anticipation of getting 
to wear that perfect new outfit for the 
first day of school. I want to express 
my deepest appreciation to all of the 
individuals and businesses who have 
already signed up to host a back-to-school 
drive to ensure that students in foster 
care can share in this experience and be 
prepared for academic success in the 
coming year.  

With your support, Treehouse students 
are making significant progress toward 
successful high school completion. 
In fact, 80% of middle and high 
school students who have received the 
individualized academic support of 
Treehouse’s Graduation Success program 
for the past two years are on track for 
high school graduation. We are so proud 
of our students’ dedication to achieving 
this critical milestone.

This past June, we had the opportunity to 
celebrate the outstanding achievements of 
48 Treehouse students who successfully 
graduated from high school on time, as 
well as eight extraordinarily persistent 
youth who graduated as 5th year seniors. 
Together with their Treehouse support 
team, these students set personally 
meaningful goals, worked hard to build 

the skills and support networks needed 
to attain these goals, and now with high 
school diploma in hand will take their 
next steps toward their bright futures. 
More than 90% of our graduates plan on 
attending college or vocational school this 
fall. 

We have taken tremendous strides 
towards our 2017 goal for foster youth in 
King County to graduate from high school 
at the same rate as their peers with a 
plan for their future. Thanks to legislative 
champion Representative Reuven Carlyle 
and other visionary legislative leaders, 
these efforts have been recognized this 
year with the passing of a state operating 
budget that addresses the needs of our 
vulnerable kids in foster care. Treehouse 
will receive continued funding toward 
the existing Educational Advocacy and 

Graduation Success programs, as well as 
an expansion of the Graduation Success 
program to two new school districts in 
2016. Governor Inslee and the legislature 
have made improving the high school 
graduation rate for youth in foster care a 
priority policy issue in Washington State! 

Thank you to each of you who helped 
make this possible by reaching out to 
legislators to help build awareness of 
the needs of kids in foster care in our 
community. I wish you all the best as we 
eagerly await the sound of the school bell 
calling us back to class. 

Blessings,

Janis Avery, CEO

Subscribe to our blog!
treehouseforkids.org/blog

Get monthly updates from us!
treehouseforkids.org/enews

e-news

Janis Avery, CEO

Throughout the experience, the group leaders asked us 
questions to make you think about what you’re doing with 
your life. The reflection helped me see things in myself 
that I usually don’t see. I found myself in Guatemala 
and the experience broadened my goals for the future,” 
Madison shared.

This year, Barbara helped Madison map out those goals 
and put together a two-year plan. Having a plan and 
Barbara’s ongoing support helped Madison navigate the 
ups and downs of her senior year including multiple 
home placement changes and a few poor grades that 
put graduation in jeopardy. By continuing to give back 
to people in need by volunteering in her community, 
Madison was able to keep the Global Visionaries 
experience alive which was a source of continued 
inspiration and motivation for her.

With Barbara and her Cleveland High School teachers’ 
support, this spring Madison successfully improved 
her grades, won the Robert Robinson Scholarship, 
and achieved a critical milestone—her high school 
graduation. This month, she embarks on her next 
journey where she will continue to broaden her 
horizons and help others as an Americorps volunteer in 
Mississippi before heading to college. We can’t wait to 
hear about the next stamp in her passport.

As a Kindergarten and 1st grade teacher in the Seattle School District for 22 years, Gay Helt helped 1000s of kids in our community 
learn to read. While she retired from the classroom in 2008, her passion for teaching remains, and we are so grateful that she has 
chosen to share her time and talents with Treehouse students as a volunteer reading tutor in the Graduation Success program. 
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Back-to-School Donations
July-September  

You can send foster kids in your community back to 
school with everything that they need to succeed! 
See to it that no foster child in your community goes 
without the essentials by collecting cool clothes, sturdy 
backpacks, and money to pay for football, dance lessons, 
haircuts, and more. Back-to- School drive donations can 
be delivered to Treehouse during the following times, or 
by appointment: 

Saturday, August 22, 10:00AM –2:00PM

Tuesday, August 25, 9:00AM – 6:00PM 

Thursday, August 27, 9:00AM – 6:00PM 

Friday, September 4th, 10:00AM – 2:00PM 

Need to swing by at a different time? No problem! 
Contact Kintisha at drives@treehouseforkids.org or
206-267-5109 to get everything arranged. 

TREEHOuSE EVENTS

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at: 
treehouseforkids.org/events

Giving back to the community in which 
you live is an important part of the Jack 
and Jill of America mission. For the 
past five years, Jack and Jill, a mother’s 
organization that stimulates growth and 
leadership development opportunities 
for children and youth of color, has 
truly lived that mission as an invaluable 
Treehouse partner. Together with their 
kids, these moms have held countless 
successful fundraising events and 
donation drives on behalf of Treehouse. 

They have also provided direct support 
to youth in foster care hosting fun and 

educational events like a movie night 
and educational resource fair which 
entertains, educates, and inspires 
students to dream big for their futures. 

“We love supporting Treehouse because 
there are so many different ways to get 
involved, and our sustained engagement 
over the years has enabled us to make a 
real impact on youth in our community,” 
Loria Yeadon of Jack and Jill shared.

In June, Jack and Jill youth once 
again volunteered on behalf of youth 
in foster care at their annual regional 

teen conference. While learning how to 
be philanthropic leaders at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, hundreds 
of teens from throughout the Western 
United States came together in an act 
of community service, compiling and 
donating more than 300 bags of school 
supplies for students in foster care! 

We are so thankful for Jack and Jill and 
all of the organizations that partner with 
Treehouse to help kids in foster care 
during the back-to-school season and 
throughout the year.

September

17

Jul-Sept

An integral part of a Treehouse Education Specialist’s role is helping students in foster care 
determine their goals for the future and identifying the steps that will help them achieve these 
self-identified goals. Last year, Education Specialist Barbara Rockey learned that 18-year-
old Madison’s goal was to learn more about her ancestors and other cultures. When Madison 
heard about a cultural immersion trip to Guatemala through one of Treehouse’s partners, Global 
Visionaries, she knew it would be a great first step towards her goal for the future.
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A Taste for Treehouse
September 17, 5:30-8:30PM  
Treehouse Rooftop 

Treehouse’s Young Professionals Board invites you to 
an end of summer mix and mingle wine, beer & spirits 
tasting event on our very own rooftop. Enjoy live music, 
appetizers, games, tours, and a raffle. 

$20 for 10 tastings
$50 for 10 tastings, 5 game tickets, 6 raffle tickets
All proceeds benefit Treehouse.  

Register today at: taste.kintera.org/2015 or learn more 
at treehouseforkids.org/events.

November

12
Sparkle for a Cause Silent Jewelry Auction
November 12, 6:00-8:30PM
Fusion Beads, Seattle

Save the date! Hosted by Fusion Beads, this fun evening 
of wine, appetizers, and beautiful jewelry created by 
instructors, staff and local artists is a benefit for Treehouse. 
Make it a night out with friends all for a good cause!

Additional details will be available at treehouseforkids.org/
events in September.

FORE! 
August 20, 5:30-9:30PM  
Interbay Golf Course 

It’s where happy hour meets mini-golf all for a good 
cause. Team up with four to six of your friends to raise 
money and compete for awesome prizes and that warm 
fuzzy feeling of helping youth in foster care.

There is a $50 entry fee per player. That includes: an 
open bar, live music, good grub, and admission to one 
very happenin’ shindig. There is one wave of golf at 
6:30pm. Space is limited! You must be 21 or older to 
participate.

For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at  
events@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5112.

Register your team at fore2015.kintera.org.     

August

20


