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Free Ev ent for Y outh & Car egivers                        
Saturday, August 15, 12pm-3pm  
Treehouse Building    
2100 24th Ave S., Seattle  
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Jessa slade & Jesse Colman

BaCk-to-sChool BBQ

Please join Treehouse and the YMCA 
for our annual Back-to-School BBQ        
and Resource Fair at the Treehouse 
building!

Students and caregivers of all ages 
are invited to enjoy a fun afternoon of 
delicious BBQ food, games, and prizes 
while learning about educational and 
developmental resources for youth.

During the event, families will have 
the opportunity to explore our resource 
fair, meet Treehouse and YMCA staff, 
plan for the upcoming school year, and 
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For parents and caregivers alike, 
fall brings exciting change as kids 
head back to school for a new 
academic year and a fresh start. 
But the expenses associated with 
the seemingly endless list of school 
supplies and new clothes growing 
kids need can seem unmanageable 
for any parent. luckily, for caregivers 
like Valerie utnage, the Treehouse 
Wearhouse is open for back-to-school 
shopping in August and September 
and is ready to help families find 
everything they need to enter the new 
school year strong. 

Although her family lives in Enumclaw, 
Valerie looks forward to making the drive 
out to Seattle for special shopping trips 
at the Wearhouse. As the caregiver to pre-
teens Acie and Moses and teen Trinity, it’s 
a challenge to not only keep up with their 
growth spurts, but also their ever-changing  
style and clothing preferences. Finding the 
right outfits is especially important during 
the back-to-school season, when Valerie 
knows her kids are going to want to wear 
new first day of school outfits. 

Valerie’s three kids have been shopping 
at the Wearhouse for their back-to-school 
needs ever since they came into her care 
two years ago. Her kids love the selection 
that the Wearhouse provides, and the 
layout of the store makes it feel like they 
are shopping in a traditional store. Valerie 
distinctly remembers a moment from last 
year’s trip when her kids’ faces lit up upon 
seeing a sneaker display and learning that 
they could pick out their favorite pair to 
take home.

But even more than shoes, her kids’ 
favorite part of the shopping trip tends to 

be picking out new backpacks. After the 
selection is made, Valerie helps her kids 
fill them up with all of the items on their 
school supply lists. While the shopping 
experience is fun for the whole family, it 
also helps free up resources for Valerie 
to spend on other needs throughout 
the year. After each visit, her kids leave 
the Wearhouse with their bags full, and 
Valerie leaves with a sense of relief. 

This year, the Wearhouse is expected to 
have more than 945 shoppers during the 
back-to-school season. We have extended 
shopping hours to accommodate families 
during this busy time. Please see our 
calendar on page 4 to see when our store 
is open, and visit treehouseforkids.org/ 
about/contact-us or call 206.267.5185 
for more information.

When you walk into the Wearhouse in August and September, you’ll see 
colorful bins full of school supplies, shelves packed with backpacks, and racks 
with the latest styles for kids and teens. how does Treehouse’s store prepare 
for the estimated 945 back to school shoppers it will see this year? Meet 
Wearhouse Assistants Jessa Slade and Jesse Colman. 

Jessa and Jesse work hard to make sure the 
Wearhouse is a place where youth can find the 
essential items they need to feel confident 
and successful in school. Some days, that 
means cleaning up the store, leading groups 
of volunteers, processing donations, and on 
shopping days, managing store operations. 
But aside from those daily tasks, both Jessa 
and Jesse can agree that the best part of 
their jobs is when they get to assist clients in 
finding exactly what they need.  

Jessa started working in the Wearhouse as 
a volunteer, and her passion for supporting 
kids and teens in foster care led her to apply 
for a full-time position within the Wearhouse 
upon finishing her degree in Social and 
Human Services. She enjoys the constant 
innovation involved in running a store and 
is always searching for ways to make a more 
pleasant shopping experience for clients. In her spare time, Jessa enjoys being outside 
in the sun with friends and family. 

Jesse was drawn to Treehouse after hearing about a job opening in the Wearhouse 
through the College Success Foundation Alumni network. Jesse utilized the support 
of the College Success Foundation in college, and he was inspired to find a job at a 
similarly minded and education focused organization after graduation. When asked 
what he loves about his job, Jesse said, “While there’s nothing that beats working with 
our youth directly, getting the opportunity to meet and work with caregivers on a daily 
basis is a close second.  Their dedication and sacrifice to our youth serves as a constant 
inspiration and motivator for the work we do in the Wearhouse.” Outside of work, you 
can find Jesse hiking with friends or reading a book. 

When you are shopping in the Wearhouse this back-to-school season, make sure you 
say hi to Jessa and Jesse! They are looking forward to helping you find what you need to 
send your students back to school with what they need to succeed! 

Wearhouse assIstants

Wearhouse is a place where youth can find the 

pick up a few complimentary school 
supplies. 

We hope to see you all there! For any 
questions, please contact the Treehouse 
Outreach Department at 206-267-5130 
or familywelcome@treehouseforkids.org.
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Living in the Pacific Northwest, we are fortunate to have easy access to the
beautiful lakes and ocean that surround us. Treehouse students can experience
the open water in a new way by taking advantage of local sailing classes and clubs.
More than just fun, sailing teaches teamwork and communication skills, builds
concentration, and can also be a great way to stay fit!

There are several programs in the area that provide classes and camps for
youth, with no experience necessary. For students in the Seattle area, Sail Sand
Point (located on the shores of Lake Washington) offers sailing and small boat
programs for kids and teens of all ages and skill levels. They also provide generous
scholarships! Check out their website at sailsandpoint.org to learn about their
programs and summer camps.

The Center for Wooden Boats, also in Seattle, hosts volunteer-led free public sailing
trips every Sunday, year round. Learn more at cwb.org/events/cast-off.

If your youth is interested in participating in a sailing program or other
extracurricular activity and needs financial assistance, contact Little Wishes at
206-267-5125 or email littlewishes@treehouseforkids.org.

Treehouse’s little Wishes program can help pay for the cost of an
extracurricular activity for youth enrolled with Treehouse.

Calendar

CareGIVer resourCes 
TEEn JOB OppOrTunITES

Is your teen looking for jobs, internships, leadership opportunities, and other ways 
to get involved in the community this summer? Encourage them to check out the 
following links:

Seattle Teen Job guide:                                                                                
seattle.gov/teen/careers/jobs.htm       
Listings for job programs, career fairs, and hiring events for teenagers in the Seattle 
area. 

Treehouse Youth resource link:                                                                
facebook.com/treehouseresourcelink                                                                  
Facebook page with postings for unique job, internship, and leadership opportunites 
selected by Treehouse’s Little Wishes team.

Youth With disabilities                                                                                     
ncwd-youth.info/topic/employment                                                                                                    
Information and guides to help youth with disabilites develop employment skills, 
navigate the job market, and thrive in the workplace. 
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Wearhouse 2-7pm
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6
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

7 8
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Wearhouse 2-7pm

12 13
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

14 15 

16 17 18
Wearhouse 2-7pm

19 20
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

21 22

23 24 25
Wearhouse 2-7pm

26 27
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

28 29

SEpT 30 31 1
Wearhouse 2-7pm

2 3
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

4 5

6 7 8
Wearhouse 2-7pm

9 10    
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

11  12    

13 14 15 
Wearhouse 2-7pm

16 17
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

18 19 
Wearhouse 10am-2pm

The Wearhouse: Tues 2-7pm, Thurs 10-4pm, Select Sat 10am-2pm  
Treehouse is updating its annual  Wearhouse visit policy. Starting August 1, 2015, 
each youth can shop in the Wearhouse up to 6 times per year (Maximum of one visit 
per month, please). In December, youth can use one of their 6 annual visits to shop 
our special selection of holiday gifts. Additionally, caregivers can get an extra visit for 
each new youth placed in their care within one month of placement. Questions? Please 
contact the Wearhouse at 206.267.5185. 

Wearhouse Closures    `  
The Wearhouse will be closed during July 15th-July 31st for our annual inventory 
audit. No shopping requests will be filled during this time. The Wearhouse will 
also be closed September 5th-7th for Labor Day Weekend.  

stay ConneCted

like us!
facebook.com/
TreehouseResourceLink 

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

read our blog! 
treehouseforkids.org/blog

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Wearhouse 10am-2pm

aCtIVIty oF the month

saIlInG

Wearhouse Closed

Wearhouse Closed for Labor Day Weekend 

Wearhouse Closed for Inventory: No shopping requests will be filled during this time. 

Wearhouse Closed for Inventory: No shopping requests will be filled during this time. 

Wearhouse Closed for Inventory: No shopping requests will be filled during this time. Wearhouse 10am-2pm

Wearhouse 10am-2pm

Wearhouse 10am-2pm               
Back-to-School BBQ

Wearhouse 10am-2pm

Back-to-School BBQ: Sat, August 15, 12-3pm                     
Students and caregivers of all ages are invited to attend a Back-to-School BBQ hosted 
by Treehouse and the YMCA. See page 1 for details. 


