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FORE! Foster Kids
August 20, 2015, 5:30-9:30PM
Interbay Golf Center 

It’s where happy hour meets mini-golf all for a good cause. Team 
up with four to six of your friends to raise money and compete for 
awesome prizes and that warm fuzzy feeling of helping foster youth.

There is a $50 entry fee per player. The entry fee includes: drink 
tickets, live music, good grub, and admission to one very happenin’ 
shindig. There is one wave of golf at 6:30 pm. Space is limited! You 
must be 21 or older to participate.  

For more information contact Shaunessy Jones at events@
treehouseforkids.org or 206-267-5112.

August

20

GiveBIG
May 5, 2015, Midnight-Midnight
The Seattle Foundation’s Website
seattlefoundation.org 

Join The Seattle Foundation and Treehouse in a community-wide 
online giving  challenge.  When you make a gift to Treehouse 
through The Seattle Foundation’s online Giving Center, part of 
your gift will be matched by generous local sponsors.  Watch your 
donation grow throughout the day!  

For more information, contact us at donate@treehouseforkids.org or 
206.267.5143.

How can children who have never known what it feels like to be safe, stable, 
and unconditionally loved learn to look beyond their current circumstances, 
persevere through life’s ups and downs, and become thriving members of our 
community? On March 31st at the Champions for Foster Kids luncheon, 
14-year-old Lea shared what it takes—a caring adult who listens to her, supports 
her dreams for the future, and helps her navigate the path to achieving 
those dreams.  

April 15- 
July 31

Kids to Camp
April 15 – July 31, 2015
Campbell Nelson

Campbell Nelson is sending foster kids to camp! If you are in the 
market for a new or used car this summer, be sure to stop by the 
Campbell Nelson dealership in Edmonds. With every car purchased 
April 15 – July 31st Campbell Nelson will donate $65 towards 
summer camp for a foster child in our local community.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate from high 
school at the same rate as their peers 
with a plan for their future in 2017. 

Give foster kids a childhood and a future. 

GiveBIG
MAY 5th
See event section for details.  

LEA’S VOICE IS FINALLY HEARD 

Lea entered the foster care system when 
she was seven years old after years of 
abuse. She has moved around often over 
the past seven years, so often in fact 
that she lost count after 29 homes. Even 
to this day she never unpacks her few 
belongings and still longs to know what it 
feels like to be a part of a real family. 

While Lea is extremely bright 
academically, her traumatic past and 
continued lack of stability in foster 
care resulted in behavioral challenges 
at school and at home throughout her 
childhood. With her behavior consistently 
overshadowing her strengths, it often 
only took one incident to be on the road 
again to another home, another school. 
Lea’s behavior had become a defense 
mechanism against all of the adults she 
felt controlled her life.

Upon entering middle school, Lea finally 
found the structure and support that she 
needed, and last year, she was partnered 
with Treehouse Education Specialist Alex to 
help her continue making forward progress.  
At first Lea was skeptical of Alex. Here 
was yet another adult who was going to 
tell her how to live her life. But something 
was different. When Alex came to visit she 
just listened. She would remember Lea’s 
favorite things like pop tarts and fantasy 
novels about vampires.  She wanted to 
know about Lea’s goals for the future, 
and when Lea shared that she dreamed of 
becoming a lawyer, they immediately got to 
work creating a plan to achieve this goal. 
For the first time, Lea felt empowered and 
supported by someone who really cared. 
 
Alex and Lea meet weekly to navigate 
challenges and set short and long-term 

goals that serve as stepping stones 
towards Lea’s career dreams for the future. 
Last month, Lea’s big debut in front of 
1,250 people at the luncheon was one 
of these goals. She officially has public 
speaking experience! 

Now Lea and Alex are working on 
researching colleges and law schools, and 
learning how to connect to professionals 
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2015 CHAMPIONS 
FOR FOSTER KIDS 
LUNCHEON

CEO Janis Avery presented awards to longtime volunteers, 
the employees of Revel Consulting, corporate partner 
Microsoft, and community partner, Carter Subaru, for their 
outstanding support of Treehouse and youth in foster care.  
  

On Tuesday, March 31st, Treehouse held its 14th 
Annual Champions for Foster Kids luncheon at 
the Seattle Sheraton. Thanks to the generosity 
of more than 1,250 supporters, critically needed 
investments were raised benefiting youth in foster 
care in Washington state. 

Three brave foster youth stole the show with their 
inspiring stories of resilience and determination. 
Recent Treehouse graduate Almeisha kicked things 
off by lightening the mood with her account of 
Treehouse Education Specialist Mike’s use of the 
perfect metaphors to motivate her to take her education 
seriously. Her favorite: “You know if you don’t get to the 
buffet early, you won’t have many options.” Eleventh 
grader Anthony shared how thankful he is that Little 
Wishes helped pay for online AP classes that helped 
him stay on track for graduation after a tragic car 
accident. Ninth grader Lea shared that after living in 
more than 29 homes with no consistent parent in her 
life, she is grateful to have Education Specialist Alex 
who is there every time she needs her. Special guest 

speaker Alex Cornell, shared her own personal story of 
triumph as a foster alumna who not only graduated from 
high school and college, but also obtained her dream 
job at Treehouse supporting foster youth like Lea.   

We are so thankful for this year’s event co-chairs Jill 
Ashton, Maria Olagunju, and Steve Petersen who 
teamed together with Event Manager extraordinaire 
Shaunessy Jones to host a memorable and inspirational 
afternoon. Steve’s heartfelt story of his personal calling 
to invest in foster youth as a fellow foster alumnus 
moved us all. 

Thank you Treehouse champions for investing in the 
futures of our community’s youth in foster care!  

and resources in the legal community 
to help Lea continue forging her path 
to success. When asked what motivates 
her to achieve her goals, Lea shared, “It 
is important to keep promises I make to 
Alex. She cares about me and helps me 
achieve my dreams.”  According to Alex, 
“It is all in Lea and I couldn’t be more 
proud of her.”

Alex never found the safe, loving home she 
desired as a child, but she feels fortunate 
to have had three key advocates in her 
life that she attributes her success to 
today. Her brother, Adam, taught her how 
to self-advocate and be more than her 
circumstances. Her elementary school P.E. 
teacher, Mr. Mancuso, introduced her to 
track, was her staunch supporter at meets, 
and helped Alex develop the confidence 
and passion to run full force at life.  
Alex’s fourth grade teacher, Ms. Mulhern, 
made sure that she stayed on task in the 
classroom and always put forth her full 
effort. She inspired Alex to dream big and 
to believe that she could achieve anything 
she set her mind to.  

Alex Cornell grew up in circumstances like many of the youth she now 
serves. Her biological parents were alcoholics and drug addicts. They 
abused Alex and her three brothers, leading to the kids’ removal from 
the home and years of navigating the foster care system. 

When Alex successfully graduated from 
college she dreamed of being able to 
be the Adam, Mr. Mancuso, and Ms. 
Mulhern for youth facing the same 
challenges that she did as a child. Her 
role as a Treehouse Education Specialist 
in the Renton and Tukwila School 
Districts enables her to do just that. 

“My job is to help youth dream big, set 
meaningful goals, and learn how to face 
and overcome obstacles on their path 
to achieving those goals. Between their 
sheer determination and resilience and 
my fierce optimism in their abilities, they 
are limitless in their potential to thrive 
and achieve success,” Alex shared.    

ALEX PAYS IT FORWARD 
AS TREEHOUSE EDUCATION 
SPECIALIST 



A minute: A few hours: More time:

Spread the word
Share Treehouse Facebook posts and 
Tweets with friends and family.  Stay 
up to date on the latest Treehouse 
happenings by signing-up for eNews on 
our website 

Go Shopping
Pick up an extra outfit for a foster 
youth and donate it to the Treehouse 
Wearhouse 

Be a Voice for Foster Kids
Advocate to your legislators via the 
Treehouse Advocacy Action Center 

Host a Party
Throw a theme party to collect items 
that foster kids need most, like “Jeans 
for Teens.” You can also host an 
informational event or name Treehouse 
the beneficiary of your event.

Write a Letter
Write your congressperson or newspaper 
editor asking them to support foster kids

Attend a Treehouse Event 
See our current calendar at 
treehouseforkids.org/get-involved/events

Volunteer
Tutor foster kids, stock the Wearhouse, or 
volunteer at the front desk. Learn more: 
treehouseforkids.org/get-involved

Collect Clothing and Toys 
Host a summer or back-to-school 
donation drive. 

Stay Informed Year-Round 
Be a change agent and join leading child 
welfare agencies and individuals across 
the country in improving the lives of 
youth in foster care.

Become a foster or adoptive parent! 

PREMIER SPONSOR
One Eighty Foundation

SUPERHERO SPONSOR
Costco

HERO SPONSORS
Expedia, Lytle Enterprises, QFC, 
Weisman Design Group

CHAMPION SPONSORS 
Columbia Bank, Ernst & Young, 
KPMG, Nintendo, Russell 
Investments, Starbucks, United 
States Seafoods, Vision Media

CHALLENGE SPONSORS
AT&T, Buckley & Associates, 
Deloitte, Emerald City Pizza/
Pizza Hut, Keller Rohrback, 
Sprague Israel Giles 

SUPERHERO CHALLENGE POOL

SUPERHEROES (GIFTS OF 
$25,000 OR MORE)
Eve & Chap Alvord
Connie & Steve Ballmer *
Brettler Family Foundation *
Alexandra Brookshire & 
      Bert Green
Julia Calhoun *
Lynn & Bruce Gibson
Dave & Sue Holt
Matt & Barb LePage *
Ashley E . O ’Connor McCready &         
      Mike McCready 
Sheri Kersch Schultz & 
      Howard Schultz
David & Linda Wilson
Jim & Jan Sinegal  

CHAMPIONS (GIFTS OF $10,000 
TO $24,999)
Bill & Janette Adamucci 
Christine & Perry Atkins *
Jeannie Berwick & James Degel
      Berwick Degel Family   
      Foundation 
Tracy & Ron Bundy *
Christina & Mark Dawson *
Jeff Chen & Jill Denny *
Juli Farris *
Linda & Terry Finn *
Michael & Mary Kay Hallman 
Linda & Art Harper 
Kellanne Henry *
Ellen & John Gordon Hill  *
Mary & Peter Kerr *
Richard & Sharon Reuter * 
Elizabeth Rudolf *
Linda & Ray Russo *
Susan Shanbrom-Krabbe &
      Moe Krabbe 
Maggie & Douglas Walker * 
Linda & Tony Whatley *
Ann Wyckoff *
Peg & Rick Young Foundation
Anonymous

HEROES (GIFTS OF $2,500 TO 
$9,999)
Carol & Paul Abodeely *
Chris & Meghan Allison
Karyl & Elias Alvord
Rachel Antalek
Jill & Warren Ashton *
Janis Avery & Mary Kabrich *
Jon & Mary Pat Belzer
David & Christen Blunt
Lisa & Norm Bontje
Bobbe & Jonathan Bridge
Kathryn & Christopher Brumme 

Craig & Susan Bruya
Kelly & Eric Burke *
Mitzi & Chris Carletti
Paula & Bill Clapp
Marta & Lucio Dalla Gasperina
Jim & Kimberly Darrin
Timothy & Helene Davis
Matt & Ann Doherty
Doug & Jeri Donnelly *
Jack & Suzanne Edwards
Kathy Elias *
Justin Fallstrom
Bradley Fowler & 
       Linda Pedersen Fowler
Jane & Jim Fredrickson *
Janet Frink
Tana & Andrew Gall *
Lynn & Michael Garvey 
Peggy Glick
Pauline Godfrey
Linda & Philip Hunter
Anu & Naveen Jain 
Brent & Catherine Johnson *
Chip & Julie Kelly 
Margot Kenly & Bill Cumming
Donald & Janice Kline
Jacques Le
Carla & Don Lewis
Judy & Steve Marczewski 
Elizabeth Martin
Robert & Constance Moser 
Amy & Mark Mullins

Dwayne & Denise Need
Grace Nordhoff & 
      Jonathan Beard
Cynthia Paur & Lee Singleton
Steve & Becky Petersen *
Rich Poli
Sara & Robert Poore
Dawn Rains *
Mike & Shelly Reiss
Laurie Rosen-Ritt & 
      Steven Ritt 
Jessica Ross & Allison Kent 
Dianne & Patrick Schultheis 
Hans & Hazel Siebert *
Sheri & Greg Stephens
Shelby & James Stokoe *
Lucy & Sam Sullivan
Mikal & Lynn Thomsen
Wendy & Jim Truitt *
Affshin & Sarita Valji
Eden & Hank Waggoner
Ruth & Todd Warren 
Beth & Dennis Weibling
Rosemary & Ross Wheeler
Brooke & Josh Williams 
James F. Williams
John & Carol Williams 
Anonymous 

* indicates donors who have 
made a multi-year commitment to 
transforming the lives of youth in 
foster care.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS SPRING 

STAY CONNECTED FOR TREEHOUSE UPDATES

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/treehousetweets

Sign up to advocate to legislators!
treehouseforkids.org/advocate

Pin with us!
pinterest.com/treehousesea

Trying to keep that balance has been really tough. She 
got behind in class her first semester, missing several 
key credits required for graduation. She was unable to 
find housing resulting in months of couch surfing and 
the added stress of constantly needing to find a place 
to stay for the night as well as her next meal. Homework 
became a distant third priority. 

Despite all of these challenges, Lexi remains determined 
to graduate from high school this June, and her 
Treehouse Education Specialist, Katy, is committed to 
helping her make that happen. The pair meet weekly to 
strategize, problem solve and take small steps towards 
Lexi’s very big goals for the future.  

Once Lexi’s housing crisis was resolved by securing 
transitional housing earlier this year, Katy connected her 

STEVE’S LEGACY: A FOSTER YOUTH’S FUTURE 

LEXI’S BIGGEST STRENGTH:  
HER ABILITY TO PERSEVERE

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

This spring, the Treehouse office is abuzz 
with the inspiring stories of our kids’ 
achievements over the past year. Every 
few days one of our Education Specialists 
proudly shares that yet another one of 
our students is on track for high school 
graduation or has received a college 
acceptance letter to the school of their 
dreams. With each announcement I feel 
like a proud parent on graduation day all 
over again.

That’s how many of us feel at Treehouse, 
especially those who work directly with 
students. It isn’t surprising since the 
Graduation Success team supports 
students much like parents do. They help 
students face seemingly insurmountable 
challenges. They bring students hope, 
optimism, and the capacity to see 
strengths and recognize improvements. 
They rally others to support students on 
their path to success. And this proactive, 
consistent, wraparound parent-like support 
is working. We are on track to achieve 
our 2017 goal for youth in foster care to 
graduate from high school at the same rate 
as their peers with a plan for their future!
 
At the 14th annual Champions for Foster 
Kids luncheon last month, many of you 
joined us in celebrating our students’ 

achievements and heard a few of their 
stories firsthand. Our students’ words of 
courage, strength, and resilience moved 
us to laugh together, cry together, and 
make an incredible difference together. I 
want to express my deepest thanks to our 
event co-chairs, Superhero Challenge Pool 
donors, event sponsors, table captains 
and all 1,250 guests who helped us raise 
critically needed investments to change 
the future for youth in care. Thank you for 
helping us get one step closer to closing 
the high school graduation gap for youth in 
foster care forever.
 
For those of you who were unable to attend 
this year’s event, I invite you to learn more 
about how Treehouse is pursuing equity 
for youth in foster care by joining us for 
our Spring Wearhouse Open House on 

May 13th. Registration information is on 
the Treehouse website. May is also the 
perfect time to consider new ways that 
you can get involved with Treehouse as we 
celebrate National Foster Care Month. This 
newsletter lists a multitude of meaningful 
and rewarding ways for you to engage your 
personal and professional networks to help 
raise awareness and support for kids in 
foster care.
 
Thank you for all that you’ve done and all 
that you will do. Together, we are leveling 
the playing field for kids in foster care.
 
Blessings, 

Janis Avery, CEO

Subscribe to our blog!
treehouseforkids.org/blog

Get monthly updates from us!
treehouseforkids.org/enews

e-news

Janis Avery, CEO

to resources that enabled her to successfully make up 
three of her missing credits. This was a huge win for Lexi 
and now she just needs one credit before she is officially 
back on track! 

Katy is also supporting Lexi as she tackles her senior 
project, a requirement for high school graduation. 
Between a long commute to school and her part-time 
job, Lexi was finding it challenging to squeeze in time for 
her project. She knew she wanted to shadow someone 
in the social work field, but was having difficulty with 
the logistics of making it happen. Since the Treehouse 
Education Specialist role is so closely aligned with what 
Lexi wants to do, Katy set up a job shadow experience 
for Lexi with one of her peers. Lexi learned the ins and 
outs of the job as well as practical information on average 
salaries, benefits and the prospective job market.

Lexi’s senior project has reaffirmed her career goal of 
becoming a youth advocate. She is already working 
on building her resumé by volunteering with special 
education students and serving as a foster youth 
advocate with Mockingbird Society.  She plans on 
attending Seattle Central College in the fall to continue 
her education. Now, the only thing between Lexi and 
her goals for the future is that high school diploma. 
“Lexi’s biggest strength is her ability to self-advocate and 
persevere. I have no doubt she will clear this last hurdle 
and achieve any goal she sets for herself,” Katy shared.  

Annual Sponsor

May is National Foster Care Month, a time when we give special acknowledgement to the people who make a difference in the lives of foster kids by 
serving as foster parents, relative caregivers, mentors, advocates, social workers, and volunteers.  It’s also a time when we are often asked our favorite 
question: how can one person make a meaningful impact on the life of a foster child?  Here’s how you can make a difference:

We also encourage you to visit childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth to learn more about National Foster Care Month, and how you can make an 
impact in your local community. 

Juli Farris, Chair
Alexandra Brookshire, Past Chair 
Amy Mullins, Treasurer 
Tim Davis, Secretary 

Paul Abodeely
Rachel Antalek
Jill Ashton
Nicoholas Brown
Kelly Burke
Amber Busch
Kimberly Darrin
Kathy Elias
John Enslein

Treehouse Board of Directors
Megan Ferland
Jane Fredricksen
Tana Gall
Heather Giacoletto
Bre Grubbs
Lauri Hennessey 
Kellanne Henry
Megan Holt
Lisa Hoyt

Board of Directors
Linda Hunter
Brent Johnson
Chip Kelly
Carolyn Mallahan  
Dee McQuesten 
Robert Moser
Maria Olagunju
Steve Petersen
Steve Reed

Donald Summers  
Tess Thomas
Wendy Truitt
Affshin Valji
Eden Waggoner
Larry Ward
Linda Whatley
James Williams
Valentina Zackrone

The Champions for Foster Kids luncheon was a huge success due to 1,250 caring and committed members of our community supporting youth in 
foster care.  The support that Treehouse receives from our corporate sponsors and Superhero Challenge Pool donors made it possible for Treehouse to 
not only ensure that every dollar raised goes directly to supporting programs for foster youth, but also matched every gift of $300 or more by 100% 
and every gift of $1,000 or more by 200%.  Thank you to our sponsors and challenge pool donors for leading the way in being champions for kids in 
foster care!  

THANK YOU TO OUR HEROES 

Steve Meyer grew up in a Midwest manufacturing town where most of his family members either dropped 
out of school or reduced their school schedule at the age of 16 to begin working at the local bindery. His 
family struggled to make ends meet, often relying on the kindness of others to obtain the essentials.  

Senior year means countdown time for most students as they anxiously anticipate their next 
big milestone—graduation day. For Treehouse student Lexi, senior year started with an entirely 
different type of countdown. She had just three weeks until she “aged out” of foster care on her 
18th birthday. While most of her peers were enjoying the last year of childhood, she was trying 
to find a home, get a job, and learn how to live as an independent adult, all while balancing 
being a student. 

He knew the odds were not in his favor, but he was 
a bright student and dreamed of breaking the mold, 
graduating from high school, and seeing the world. When 
his 16th birthday rolled around, sure enough, his mother 
announced it was time to reduce his class schedule to 
begin training at the bindery.  Steve felt defeated and 
confided in his school advisor, Mrs. Dahl. Mrs. Dahl 
called Steve’s mother and shared with her that her son 
was a gifted student. She painted a picture of Steve’s 
future that went well beyond the confines of their town.

Steve was re-enrolled to be full-time student, went on 
to graduate with honors in both high school and college, 
and built his own company from the ground up. He knows 
firsthand how one advocate can change a life. And so, 
when he recently began working on his estate plan and 
started thinking about his legacy, he decided he wanted 
to transform the lives of youth in foster care.  He wanted 
to ensure that they too have the opportunity to have that 
one significant adult in their life whose sole purpose is 
to help them succeed in school and in life. In 2014, 

Steve made Treehouse a beneficiary of his estate plans. 
With one simple but powerful gift he is ensuring that  his 
legacy is a foster youth’s future.

If you have already included Treehouse in your estate 
plans or would like to learn more about doing so, please 
contact Jessica Ross at jessica@treehouseforkids.org or 
206.267.5116. 


