
THE WEARHOUSE 
distributed  95,872 items of 
clothing, toys, and supplies 
to more than 1,733 youth. 

HOLIDAY MAGIC 
provided a significant 
holiday gift for 5,942 
kids during the month 
of December. 

GRADUATION SUCCESS 
provided comprehensive 
educational support to 542 
youth in more than 100 
King County middle schools 
and high schools!

EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY 
helped remove barriers to 
school success for more 
than 934 kids statewide.

LITTLE WISHES funded 
4,820 wishes for more than 
1,163 youth to participate 
in crucial social, emotional, 
and academic development 
activities.  

Del shared her plan with her fellow 
residents and together they gathered 
donations to purchase the fabric, ribbons, 
and supplies. In order to get her dresses 
in the Wearhouse by the busy holiday 
shopping season, Del spent twenty days 
hand-sewing 25 dresses and jackets. On 
the weekends, she trained her friends 
at Merrill Gardens to create hundreds 
of unique hair bows to accompany the 
dresses.

When Del visited the Wearhouse and saw 
caregivers admiring her work and picking 
out dresses for their children, she was 
overcome with emotion. She tearfully 
shared that after a life of seamstress work, 

After hearing about Treehouse’s free store for kids in foster care at an 
event in her community, Merrill Gardens Creekside resident Delnoy 
“Del” Crawford knew she had found her calling.  Using her skills from 
a life-long career as a seamstress, Del decided to sew beautiful dresses 
for our young shoppers in the Wearhouse. 

she had never had the opportunity to 
see her dresses displayed in a store. 
She also felt that by donating her 
talents to make kids in foster care 
feel special, she had fulfilled her life’s 
purpose. “I feel so blessed that God 
entrusted me to do this.  My purpose 
in this life is for others and I hope 
that every little girl that wears one of 
these dresses knows that someone 
else loves them,” Del shared.  

A huge thank you to Del and the 
Merrill Gardens Creekside community 
for sharing their time and talents to 
help kids in foster care have a very 
happy holiday.   

SKYLER’S PLAN IS KEY TO 
GRADUATION AS FIFTH-YEAR SENIOR 
Seventeen-year-old Skyler started his senior year this past fall with one goal—to become the first 
member of his family to graduate from high school.  He had worked with his caregiver and Treehouse 
Education Specialist tirelessly all summer to catch up on the credits he had missed when he dropped 
out his freshman year.  In September, he had his support team in place and a detailed plan of 
everything he would need to accomplish this year to graduate on time with his peers in June.  His 
turnaround was inspirational to all and he became a mentor for incoming freshmen, helping them 
prepare for life in high school.  Then, within just a few weeks it all fell apart.  A school suspension.  
Another placement change.  Another school change.  

Like many of his peers living in foster 
care, Skyler’s path to high school 
graduation has and will continue to be a 
winding one.  Skyler entered care at just 
eight years old.  He had to adapt to new 
parents, friends, and communities.  He 
experienced frequent school changes, 
where he lost 4-6 months of academic 
progress with each move.  Life in foster 
care is extraordinarily challenging both 
emotionally and developmentally for 
youth.  Ups and downs in behavior and 
academic achievement are the norm.  

In Skyler’s case, the latest school change 
meant another delay in achieving critical 

A HOLIDAY GIFT FROM 
THE HEART 

senior year credits.  Just before holiday 
break, Skyler learned that he would need 
to come back as a fifth-year senior. While 
Skyler’s disappointment was acute, he 
didn’t waste any time and connected 
with his Treehouse Education Specialist 
to start working on a new plan.  Together, 
they determined that in addition to setting 
academic goals, his new plan needed to 
include more time for the activities that 
make him happy and motivate him to 
stay focused in school like basketball and 
cooking.  

In January, he embarked on his plan 
with renewed determination.  His first 

goal is to pass all of his classes this 
semester.  He is currently showing up to 
all of his classes on time and working 
together with his Education Specialist, 
in-school mentor, and teachers to 
improve his grades in science and 
math. He has surrounded himself with 
a positive peer group at school and his 
basketball coach is rooting for him from 
the sidelines.  Skyler is motivated by his 
coach’s assurance that he can rejoin the 
team once his grades have improved.  In 
February, Skyler will start taking steps 
on his post-secondary plan, scouting 
colleges and culinary arts schools with his 
Education Specialist.  By coaching Skyler 

to set long-term goals, she is helping 
him see the long-term impact of his 
short-term decisions. 

With a new home, new school, and new 
graduation date, Skyler doesn’t have it 
all figured out yet, but his graduation 
goal is firmly in sight.  A fifth year of 
high school is just another curve in his 
path and he remains fiercely optimistic 
about his future with the support of his 
dedicated team.         
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THE 

LADDER 
2014 IMPACT BY 
THE NUMBERS

In 2014, the Treehouse team served more than 7,000 Washington youth in foster care and 
their caregivers and made tremendous strides towards our 2017 goal: Foster youth in King 
County graduate from high school at the same rate as their peers with a plan for their future.



For more than a decade, Treehouse has led or collaborated on legislation to 
support the educational attainment and well-being of youth in foster care. 
We are so grateful for our legislative champions, community collaborators 
and supporters for partnering with us to ensure that youth in foster care 
have access to the opportunities and resources they need to reach their full 
potential in life.   
 
With just half of Washington State’s foster youth 
graduating from high school, we still have a lot of work to 
do! The overarching goals of Treehouse’s 2015 legislative 
priorities include: 

1. Improve Educational Outcomes of Youth in Foster Care
This year, Treehouse is thrilled to collaborate with 
legislators and state and private agencies on the 
Coordinated Educational Services for Foster Youth Act 
(CESFYA).  This landmark legislation will provide a 
foundation for Washington State to lead the nation in 
high school completion, post-secondary enrollment and 
completion for youth in foster care. Since foster youth 
represent a mere 1% of school populations, neither child 
welfare or school systems are prepared to provide the 
individualized services kids in care need to be successful. 
The CESFYA is a public and private partnership that will 
fund a continuum of coordinated, proactive, evidence-
based services enabling foster youth across the state to 
identify meaningful goals for their path to adulthood, 
engage with their school and community, graduate from 
high school, and succeed in life.

TREEHOUSE 2015 
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

The beginning of a new year is a time for 
reflection and resolve.  I find myself filled 
with optimism for the future of Treehouse 
and the youth and families that we serve.  
Our team has started 2015 with renewed 
determination to improve the outcomes 
of youth in foster care in our community.  
After a year of rapid growth, we are keenly 
focused on the future and continuing to 
make forward progress towards our 2017 
graduation equity goal. 

This legislative session, we are thrilled 
to be collaborating on groundbreaking 

legislation with Representative Reuven 
Carlyle, a steadfast champion for the 
educational success of foster youth.  
Under his leadership, we hope to pass 
the Coordinated Educational Services for 
Foster Youth Act (CESFYA), which will 
serve as the foundation for Washington 
State to lead the nation in high school 
completion, post-secondary enrollment, 
and completion for youth in foster care.  

While youth in foster care will benefit 
from schools fully funded under the 
McCleary ruling, they will still require 
additional educational services that 
compensate for school mobility, 
inconsistent and changing parents, and 
histories of trauma and school failure. 
The CESFYA is a public and private 
partnership that will increase funding 
for these specially tailored educational 

services, building foster students’ hope 
for the future and immediate educational 
success.

This legislation paves the path for 
Washington to implement a statewide 
education strategy, uniting state and 
private agency support programs to 
increase their efficiency and effectiveness.  
It will also expand the number of kids in 
foster care that receive these essential 
services.  Treehouse’s proactive academic 
support program, Graduation Success, will 
expand beyond King County to include 
five high census communities across the 
state.  New outcome driven contracts for 
all programs will ensure that investments 
are spent wisely.  By better aligning state 
and private agency resources, we can 
ensure that K-12 and post-secondary 
success is attainable for youth in care.  

2. Support ALL Foster Kids’ Ability to Graduate from 
High School with a Plan for Their Future 
The Extended Foster Care program allows youth to 
remain in care until age 21 to achieve a high school 
diploma/GED, pursue their post-secondary education, 
or pursue programs that break down barriers to 
employment.  Treehouse supports expanding eligibility 
of this program to include youth with significant medical 
conditions. All kids equally deserve the supports needed 
to achieve high school graduation and their post-
secondary plans.

3. Ensure Young Adults in Foster Care and Foster Care 
Alumni are Career and College Ready 
Last year, the Youth Opportunities Act successfully 
passed, allowing many youth to move on from past 
mistakes and have a second chance to pursue gainful 
employment and access to equal education through 
juvenile record sealing. The new Youth Equality 
& Reintegration Act ensures that record sealing 
opportunities are available to youth regardless of their 
socio-economic status. 

I invite you to join me in advocating to 
legislators this session. You can learn more 
about Treehouse’s top 2015 legislative 
priorities on the Treehouse website. If you 
are ready to get started, sign up for our 
easy-to-use Advocacy Action Center tool, to 
quickly find your legislators and use e-mail 
templates to contact them.

Thank you for your unwavering 
commitment, and all that you have done 
and will do to support youth in foster care 
this year. I hope to see you at our annual 
Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon on 
March 31st!

Blessings, 

Be a Voice for Kids in Foster Care

If you are passionate about helping foster youth 
graduate from high school with a plan for their 
future, we invite you to learn more about this 
legislation and sign up for our easy-to-use 
Advocacy Action Center on the Treehouse website 
at treehouseforkids.org/advocate.

Your voice matters to kids in foster care!   
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If you have already included Treehouse in your estate plans or 
would like to learn more about doing so, please contact 
Jessica Ross at jessica@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5116.



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 
JACKSON HELPS LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD 
FOR KIDS IN FOSTER CARE

Jackson’s skills as a talented sign artist and crewmember at Trader Joe’s 
translate to his volunteer efforts in the Wearhouse perfectly.  Every Friday he 
tackles a new project, lending his creative eye to ensure that Wearhouse wares 
are appealing and accessible for even the littlest shoppers.  “Volunteering in 
the Wearhouse is a good fit for me because I can leverage my retail experience 
to create an inviting and well-organized environment for caregivers and kids.  It 
also has a healing quality for me as a formerly marginalized youth,” he shared.  

Jackson also recently became the volunteer voice on Treehouse’s Equity Team, 
serving as an enthusiastic champion for cultural competency work at Treehouse.  
We are thrilled that Jackson will be sharing his passion for creating and 

STAY CONNECTED FOR TREEHOUSE UPDATES

As a teen, Treehouse volunteer Jackson did not have a family 
to call his own and experienced many of the same challenges 
as youth in foster care. “In the 80s, it was a sink or swim 
environment for kids like me.  If you weren’t self-initiated, you 
didn’t make it,” he shared.  When Jackson was introduced to 
Treehouse early last year, it “warmed his heart” to know that 
there was an organization helping to provide the support he felt 
had been missing in his youth.  And so he decided to volunteer 
in the Treehouse Wearhouse.

SLEEP COUNTRY USA PAJAMA BOWL
FOR FOSTER KIDS
April 12th
ACME Bowl in Tukwila & Tech City Bowl in 
Kirkland 

Is bowling for a cause right up your alley?  If so, it’s 
that time again!  Step one: rally your friends, family and 
colleagues.  Step two: throw on your luckiest pair of 
pajamas.  Step three: make a difference for kids in foster 
care.  Stay tuned for more information from Sleep Country 
on assembling and registering your team to support 
Treehouse.  For more information on this year’s event, visit 
pajamabowl.com.

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Sign up to advocate to legislators!
treehouseforkids.org/advocate

Pin with us!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA

TREEHOUSE EVENTS

maintaining an equitable workplace, and look forward to collaborating to foster a 
welcoming environment at Treehouse for people of all cultural backgrounds.  

Volunteers like Jackson expand Treehouse’s ability to serve youth in foster care 
by answering phones, staffing events, tutoring students, sorting donations in 
the Wearhouse, and much more. Want to get involved? Contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator at 206.267.5117 or at volunteer@treehouseforkids.org today!

Get monthly updates from us!
treehouseforkids.org/enews

Subscribe to our blog!
treehouseforkids.org/blog

e-news

Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature annual event.  

Through the powerful stories of foster youth, you’ll learn more about how 
Treehouse is leveling the playing field so they can succeed in school and in life.  

There is no ticket price to attend this event, but you will be given the opportunity 
to make a gift at the level that is right for you.  Because of the generous 
corporate sponsors that underwrite the luncheon and program expenses, every 
dollar you give goes directly to helping kids in foster care.  Thanks to the 
Superhero Challenge Pool, every gift of $300 or more will be matched 100% 
and every gift of $1,000 or more will be matched 200%.

Reserve your seat today!  If you are unable to attend the luncheon, you can  
donate toward our fundraising goal.  All gifts over $300 will be matched.

For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org 
or call 206.267.5112.  

14TH ANNUAL CHAMPIONS FOR 
FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON
March 31, 2015, 11:30AM-1:00PM

Sheraton Seattle 
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April 

12

31
March  

Event Sponsors

Your legacy is 
   my future. 



Champions 
for Foster Kids
Luncheon

Host a table or reserve your seat today. 

See inside for more details...

March 31, 2015
Champions 
for Foster Kids
Luncheon

With your support, foster youth in 
King County will graduate from high 
school at the same rate as their peers 
with a plan for their future in 2017. 

Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, please contact Melissa Stuart at 
melissa@treehouseforkids.org or 206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

2100 24th Avenue S. / Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98144-4643

TREEHOUSEFORKIDS.ORG

TREEHOUSE DONATION DRIVE HOSTS 
FOSTER THE SPIRIT OF GIVING 
Treehouse relies on donation drive hosts to help ensure that our youth find what they need in the Wearhouse year round.  With a fully stocked store, our youth can find what they 
need to feel confident, comfortable, and connected.  This holiday season we welcomed several new drive hosts and were inspired by our longtime hosts’ continued generosity!
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International Longshore & Warehouse Union Local 19
For the past 5 years, the employees of ILWU Local 19 have helped ensure 
that youth in foster care have a bright holiday. Our Wearhouse staff was 
absolutely elated when truck and after truck pulled up with toys filling the 
storeroom this season. If that wasn’t enough, the ILWU team made a gift 
of $3,000!

Grace Gospel Youth Group at Joint Base Lewis-McChord
This year, Grace Gospel Children’s Teacher, Lynn Willis challenged 
her youth group to do something to change the world. Accepting the 
challenge, her students decided they wanted to give, rather than receive 
this holiday season and chose foster kids as their mission. The Grace 
Gospel Youth Group successfully collected more than 1,600 items of 
clothing, accessories, electronics and toys, making sure the holidays were 
merry for kids in foster care! 

Clipper Vacations
Clipper Vacations partnered with Treehouse for their first holiday donation 
drive this year. The drive was a huge success with 100% employee 
participation. The team doubled their initial goal and the evidence of 
this was obvious on delivery day as great toys, trendy clothes, and cool 
electronics poured into the Wearhouse.

One Eighty Foundation
This year marked the 11th year of the One Eighty Foundation’s Annual 
Pajama Drive. Setting a new record, the One Eighty Foundation raised 
more than $11,000 in addition to donating more than 1,250 pairs of 
pajamas. That’s enough PJs to clothe 72% of the kids we serve!  One 
Eighty residents and employees then hosted a holiday PJ soiree to help  
sort and arrange pajamas for our holiday shoppers.  

Uber
Uber partnered with Broadway at the Paramount in a very unique holiday 
drive spreading holiday cheer throughout the city. The Uber Grinch himself 
traveled around to local businesses collecting a “Whoville” size mountain 
of toys that made little Miss Cindy Lou’s heart sing as well as the grateful 
families shopping in the Wearhouse this season. 

One Eighty Foundation
Uber and the Grinch


