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CELEBRATING

GRADUATION SUCCESS

Together, we transformed the lives of 46 students in foster
care who graduated this year with a plan for their future.

For students in foster care, graduating high school
requires an incredible level of determination
and perseverance to successfully overcome the
emotional, mental and systemic barriers that
confront them on a daily basis. Yet, every year, we
observe the incredible strength and resilience of
our students as they continue to put one foot in
front of the other toward the finish line.

The end of the 2013/2014 school year marks two years
towards our 2017 goal for foster youth to graduate high
school at the same rate as their peers with a plan for
their future. We have made tremendous strides this year
expanding the Graduation Success program into more than
100 schools in 15 King County school districts. Thanks
to the tireless work and commitment of Treehouse’s 22
Education Specialists and 37 mentors, more than 500
youth in foster care are receiving the essential support that
all kids need to graduate high school.

This June, we celebrated the monumental achievements
made by the Graduation Success program’s 2014 class – all
of which members of our generous community helped make
possible.

On behalf of our graduates and the hundreds of Treehouse
youth who are experiencing success in school for the first
time, thank you for your continued commitment to our
community’s youth in care!

Achievements of the Treehouse 2014
senior class of 68 students:
46 students graduated
high school
43 students plan on attending
college or vocational training
14 students were awarded
Washington State Governors’
Scholarships
21 of the 22 students not
graduating have a plan for high
school completion

2014 GRADUATE ALMEISHA EMBRACES HER
FUTURE BUT NEVER FORGETS HER PAST
Soulful. Devout. Determined. Wise beyond her years. Eighteen-year-old Almeisha is anything but your typical
teenager. Her graduation day this past June came with mixed emotions. “Standing on that stage, I realized what
I had almost let slip by. While I was happy and grateful to God that I had made it, I also envisioned the 4.0
student that I know I should have been, and know I can be in the future. That day will forever be a reminder to
me of what I am capable of and that I will no longer stand in the way of my own success,” she shared.
This insightful reflection is only the
most recent example of Almeisha’s
determination to succeed in life. Four
years ago she made the life changing
decision to leave her family’s home. She
had been fending for herself for years in
a neglected home with absent parents
that weren’t meeting her basic needs. At
13-years-old she knew that she wanted
and deserved more than the life she was
handed.
And so she went to live with her aunt, to
see what a healthy family looked like and
to learn how to cook a meal. Her plan
was to return home a year later once her
parents were willing and able to properly
care for her. While her aunt’s home did
provide her with the love, stability and

structure she had long desired, she quickly
came to the realization that returning home
was not in the cards. After a lifetime of
complete independence, she was no longer
in control—she was entering foster care.
When Treehouse Education Specialist
Mike met Almeisha, she was living in the
moment. She was facing so many personal
challenges that she wasn’t applying herself
in school. Mike’s first step was to help her
understand how critical her high school
education was to achieving her future
goal of being a music producer. Once she
understood the long-term impact of her poor
grades, a light bulb went on and Almeisha
was ready to get to work. To help her get
back on track, Mike connected her with an
online credit retrieval service to catch up

on a missing class. He also helped her
start prioritizing her work. Almeisha’s
passion for creative writing had resulted
in far too much time being spent on
perfecting assignments for one class,
with little regard for any other classes.
By learning to prioritize assignments
by credit value and difficulty level,
Almeisha started staying after class for
extra help when needed, and getting
assignments in on time. Before long,
her grades started reflecting these
efforts.
This year, Almeisha worked closely
with Mike to earn her last few credits
and apply for college and scholarships.
She was awarded the Washington State
Governors’ Scholarship this past May,

and is now college bound with plans
to be a 4.0 student at Seattle Central
Community College this fall. Mike
couldn’t be more proud: “When Almeisha
wants something, she is 100% in. This
determination coupled with her skills will
help her achieve all of her goals for the
future.”

SLEEP COUNTRY’S
COMMITMENT TO KIDS
We have all seen the advertisements, and know the words by heart. “Not everyone can
be a foster parent, but anyone can help a foster child.” For almost ten years now, Sleep
Country’s memorable ads have built awareness about the challenges youth in foster care
face, but their dedication to foster youth goes far beyond the ad campaign.
“By focusing Sleep Country’s philanthropic initiatives on youth in foster care, we aim to make a significant
impact year-round providing consistent resources for this important but often forgotten group of kids,” shared
Sleep Country CEO Dale Carlson.
Since 2005, Sleep Country has partnered with Treehouse hosting six annual drives at retail locations
throughout the state, collecting essential items including pajamas, shoes, clothing, school supplies, coats,
and toys. With the community’s help, they generously donate 20,000 items distributed every year by the
Treehouse Wearhouse to support the material needs of local youth in foster care. To ensure that kids in care
have access to experiences that every child deserves like dance classes, team sports, and music lessons,
Sleep Country hosts an annual Pajama Bowl event, and in 2013, a charity golf tournament, which donated
more than $55,000 in support of the Little Wishes program. This year they are taking on yet another initiative
with the launch of Camp Sweet Dreams to further support Little Wishes funding for summer camp.
We are so thankful for Sleep Country’s leadership, partnership, and unwavering commitment to our
community’s youth in foster care.

A MESSAGE FROM
JANIS AVERY, CEO

The summer is such a special time for
me. It means I can finally get outside and
enjoy one of my favorite activities--getting
my hands dirty in my beloved garden.
Like the rest of the Treehouse team, I love
to watch things grow.
In 2012, we embarked on a five-year
journey to help foster youth graduate high
school at the same rate as their peers
with a plan for their future by 2017. Over
the past two years we have implemented
and expanded our Graduation Success
program to provide more than 500 local

youth with the academic and other
essential support needed to succeed in
school and in life. We are continuously
evaluating and strengthening the program
to have the greatest impact on our
students.

graduates to help support them during
their transition to their post-graduation
plan. More than 90% of our 2014
graduates will attend college or vocational
school this fall to take the next step
towards their career goals for the future!

I am pleased to share that the preliminary
results of our evaluations indicate a
marked improvement in Graduation
Success students’ coursework and
academic progress. This past June, we
celebrated the outstanding achievements
of our 2014 class. Of our 68 seniors,
68% graduated high school and 95% of
those that didn’t graduate have a plan
for completion. We are so proud of our
students’ dedication to achieving this
critical milestone.

Our 8th-11th grade students are also
busy preparing for back-to-school. Earlier
this spring, the Little Wishes team
helped them engage with a summer
learning opportunity like summer camp,
an internship, or credit retrieval program
that will help them catch up or accelerate
skills so that they can return to school ontrack with their classmates.

This summer, our Education Specialists
are continuing to work closely with our

drive. Fitting-in at school can feel
impossible for youth in foster care. So
you can imagine how much it means to
our students to be able to arrive at the
Wearhouse and find our shelves stocked
with backpacks, school supplies, books
and clothing that will prepare them for
their big first day this fall. Thank you for
making this experience possible.
We are eager to embark on the 20142015 school year working towards
leveling the playing field for youth in
foster care. I wish you all the best and
thank you for joining us on this journey.
Blessings,

As we approach the final stretch of
summer, I want to express my deepest
thanks and appreciation to all of the
individuals and businesses who have
already signed up to host a back-to-school

Janis Avery, CEO

THE WEARHOUSE HELPS KIMMY
DRESS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS
For caregivers like Joseph & Sue Helensky, September is a time of new beginnings. Changes in the
season mean new classes, friends, and routines for Kimmy, their adopted daughter. The back-toschool season also brings a list of expenses that can seem unmanageable for any parent.
Joseph recently shared with us how important the
Wearhouse was for his family during Kimmy’s transition
into foster care: “When Sue and I got married in our early
forties, we realized that a traditional birth-family was not
in the cards for us. I was adopted, and had a strong desire
to become a foster/adoptive parent as well. As we learned
more about the foster care system and the tremendous
number of older kids and teens who simply needed
someone to give them a
chance, we decided that
would be our focus.
Kimmy came to our home
during the middle of the
school year in February,
2013. While she had
some supplies already,
we immediately took
advantage of resources
¬from the Wearhouse to
fill in any gaps of what

she needed. Starting at a new school the next fall, it
was important to Kimmy to make good first impressions
and fit in amongst her peers. While we of course
needed to cover the basics--the boring stuff-- like pens,
pencils, and school supplies, as a teen girl, Kimmy was
hoping for some new clothing to start the year. She’s a
teen girl who grows like spring corn, so this meant an
opportunity to try new clothes and fashions, too.
When we visited the Wearhouse before school started,
we were amazed at the selection that was offered
to her. The quality of the items in the Wearhouse is
quite high, and Kimmy loved being able to have a large
assortment of options (including many different options
to try on). In addition to finding some great new outfits,
Kimmy was also able to pick out a number of different
school supplies to get her ready for her first day. Since
Kimmy was placed with us, Treehouse has been an
invaluable resource for our family. Paired with the
extracurricular and education support Treehouse provided
Kimmy, she had a great last year of middle school. We

were even able to finalize our adoption with Kimmy,
and are looking forward to her first day of high school
this fall!”
This year, the Wearhouse is expected to have more
than 1,000 shoppers like Kimmy during the backto-school season. With your support, foster families
can continue to count on the Wearhouse to ease the
financial burden of cost in care.

SLALOM CONSULTANTS AIM HIGH WITH HIGH‑TECH DRIVE
In 2013, Seattle-based Slalom
Consulting was looking for a way that
their team could make a difference for
youth in our community. When the team
learned about the material needs of kids
in foster care and that they could help
stock the Treehouse Wearhouse, a free
store for foster youth, they committed
to preparing 400 youth for school by
providing them with school supplies and
a brand new backpack.
To tackle this huge goal, the team knew
that they had to come up with an online
solution to overcome the challenges

Annual Sponsor

inherent with having primarily remote
staff that are always busy in the field.
They decided to spark their team’s
competitive spirit by setting up a
backpack fundraising webpage where
employees could monitor each other’s
progress and vie for the top spot. They
also provided the team with helpful
online tools like shopping wishlists that
enabled supporters to contribute to
the drive with the click of a button. By
making the process simple and seamless
the team successfully met their goal!
Slalom Consultant Mary Krogermeier
shared: “Our favorite part was seeing the

Treehouse team’s shocked and smiling
faces as we filled the Wearhouse’s entire
loading dock!”
Thanks to supporters like the Slalom
Consulting team, the Wearhouse serves
more than 1,800 youth each year,
ensuring that they have access to the
items they need to feel confident,
prepared, and ready to learn at school.
Interested in learning how you can start
a Treehouse back-to-school drive at your
workplace? Contact Kintisha at
drives@treehouseforkids.org or
206.267.5109.
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NEW VOLUNTEER PROGRAM HELPS POWER
GRADUATION SUCCESS
As the husband of a longtime school librarian and a recent retiree, Jim has enjoyed dedicating time to helping kids succeed in school.
He has helped his wife out in her Kent library off and on over the years, but was recently compelled to concentrate his efforts on kids in
foster care after hearing about an intriguing volunteer opportunity on KIRO Radio’s Ron & Don Show last fall.
Launched in January 2014, the
Treehouse Graduation Success
Volunteer program was looking for
tutors to work directly with foster
youth helping them to achieve their
academic goals.
As a former engineer, Jim was
unsure if he was the right fit for his
first student, Ben, who needed help
navigating a geography credit retrieval
course online. After starting to walk
Ben through the first few sections,
he realized that what Ben had been
missing was a consistent supportive
presence and someone that could help
brainstorm alternate strategies when
he got stuck. By patiently observing
Ben’s approach to the coursework,

Jim noticed that Ben was struggling
with reading comprehension. Ben
would often have to reread sections
in order to answer test questions.
Jim suggested reading the questions
first. This was exactly the feedback
Ben needed. This past spring, Ben
successfully completed the course
and is back on track thanks to Jim’s
support.

providing tutoring, credit retrieval and
translation support 3+ hours a week in
schools and public community spaces
throughout King County. Want to learn
more? Contact Alexa today at
alexa@treehouseforkids.org or
206.267.5117 for more details.

This summer, Jim is looking forward
to meeting his next student, Lucy, and
supporting her in her goals so she is
ready to head back to school this fall.
Graduation Success Volunteers like
Jim help expand Treehouse’s ability
to serve youth in foster care by

TREEHOUSE EVENTS
Aug-Sept

Back-to-School Donations
August-September

You can send foster kids back to school with everything that
they need to succeed! See to it that no foster child in your
community goes without the essentials by collecting cool
clothes, sturdy backpacks, and money to pay for football,
dance lessons, haircuts, and more. Back-to-school drive
donations can be delivered to Treehouse during the following
times, or by appointment:
Friday, August 15, 9:00am-5:00pm
Tuesday, August 19, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, August 22, 9:00am-5:00pm
Saturday, August 23, 10:00am-2:00pm
Need to swing by at a different time? No problem! Contact
Kintisha at drives@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5109 to
get everything arranged.

August

20

FORE! Foster Kids

August 20, 5:30-9:30PM
Interbay Golf Course
It’s where happy hour meets mini-golf all for a good cause.
Team up with four to six of your friends to raise money and
compete for awesome prizes and that warm fuzzy feeling of
helping foster youth.
There is a $45 entry fee per player. The entry fee includes:
drink tickets, live music, good grub, and admission to
one very happenin’ shindig. There is one wave of golf at
6:30 pm. Space is limited! You must be 21 or older to
participate.
For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at
events@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5112.

September

18

A Taste for Treehouse

September 18, 5:30-8:30PM
Treehouse Rooftop
Save the Date! Enjoy the end of summer at this mix and
mingle wine, beer & spirits tasting event on our very own
rooftop. Live musical performances by local performers
like The Moondoggies. Tastings from the likes of Zero One
Vintners, Fremont Brewing, and Ninkasi. Tickets are $20
and all proceeds will benefit Treehouse.
Register today at http://tastefortreehouse.kintera.org/2014
or learn more at treehouseforkids.org/events.

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at:
www.treehouseforkids.org/events
TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS
COMMUNITY EVENTS

STAY CONNECTED FOR TREEHOUSE UPDATES
Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids
Follow us!
twitter.com/treehousetweets

Subscribe to our blog!
treehouseforkids.org/blog

e-news Get monthly updates from us!
treehouseforkids.org/enews

Sign up to advocate to legislators!
treehouseforkids.org/advocate
Pin with us!
pinterest.com/treehousesea

LITTLE WISHES ‑ BIG IMPACT
When Kayla was placed in foster
care in 7th grade, she was separated
from everything she knew and
loved. Numerous school, home, and
caregiver transitions made it difficult
for her to meet and keep friends.
Her confidence plummeted, leading
to challenges in the classroom as
well. Foster parents, Mike & Sally,
reached out to Little Wishes for help
connecting Kayla to activities that
would spark her interest, help her
start having fun again, and meet
other kids in the process.
Kayla had mentioned enjoying
breakdancing so they started by
enrolling her in hip-hop classes. In
addition to having a lot of fun doing
something she loved, she also met

new friends and learned how to work
together with her peers. In order to
“graduate” the program, the class
was tasked with creating a dance,
which required the entire group
to agree on the program. No easy
task for a group of teen girls! Kayla
worked closely with the team and
they pulled it off. The dance recital
was a huge success!
For her next activity, Kayla
ventured out of her comfort zone
and faced her fear of heights by
taking acrobatics. Trying this new
and challenging physical activity
helped her to learn it is ok to fail

sometimes, and to feel comfortable
asking questions and taking
direction from adults that could help
guide her to success. She also built
confidence by not letting her fear of
heights keep her from accomplishing
her goals.
Involvement in extra-curricular
activities can be a transformative
experience for kids in foster care like
Kayla. Little Wishes helps pay for

activities that give youth the chance
to meet new friends, coaches and
mentors, and to develop many skills
that translate to the classroom
helping improve a student’s
attendance, behavior and course
completion. As a result of Kayla’s
newfound confidence, she started
making significant progress in
school and recently graduated 8th
grade. She is eagerly awaiting high
school this fall!
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With your support, foster youth in
King County will graduate high school
at the same rate as their peers with a
plan for their future in 2017.

Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, please contact Melissa Stuart at
melissa@treehouseforkids.org or 206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.
Fall 2014

Foster kids deserve
a great first day.
You can make it happen!
Shop - Donate - Volunteer
See inside for details...

