
While the transition from summer vacation to the classroom can be challenging for 
all students, youth in out-of-home care can often need extra support during this time. 
Caregivers know more about their student’s specific experience and needs than anyone 
else, so it’s crucial that you become involved in your student’s academic journey as 
early as possible. 
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for caregivers like Joseph helensky, 
September is a time of new 
beginnings. Changes in the season 
mean new classes, friends, and 
routines for Kimmy, his adopted 
daughter. Back-to-School also brings 
a list of expenses that can seem 
unmanageable for any parent. Joseph 
shares how he was able to get Kimmy 
the things she needed during her 
transition into foster care and a new 
school: 

“When my wife, Sue, and I got married 
in our early forties, we realized that a 
traditional birth-family was not in the 
cards for us. I was adopted, and had 
a strong desire to become a foster/
adoptive parent as well. As we learned 
more about the foster care system and 
the tremendous number of older kids 
and teens who simply needed someone 
to give them a chance, we decided that 
would be our focus. 

Kimmy came to our home during the 
middle of the school year in February, 
2013.  While she had some supplies 
already, we immediately took advantage 
of resources from the Wearhouse to fill 
in any gaps of what she needed. Plus, it 
helped that Treehouse and the Wearhouse 
was right in our neighborhood!

Starting at a new school the next fall, it 
was important to Kimmy to make good 
first impressions and fit in amongst her 
peers. While we of course needed to 
cover the basics--the boring stuff--like 
pens, pencils, and school supplies, as 
a teen girl, Kimmy was hoping for some 
new clothing to start the year.  She’s a 
teen girl who grows like spring corn, so 
this meant an opportunity to try new 
clothes and fashions, too. 

When we visited the Wearhouse before 
school started, we were amazed at the 
selection that was offered to her. The 
quality of the items in the Wearhouse is 
quite high, and Kimmy loved being able 
to have a large assortment of options 
(including many different options to try 
on). In addition to finding some great 
new outfits, Kimmy was also able to pick 
out a number of different school supplies 
to get her ready for her first day. 

Since Kimmy was placed with us, 
Treehouse has been an invaluable 
resource for our family.  Paired with the 
extracurricular and education support 
Treehouse provided Kimmy, she had a 
great last year of middle school. We were 
even able to finalize our adoption with 
Kimmy, and looking forward to her first 
day of high school this fall!”

This year, the Wearhouse is expected to 
have more than 875 shoppers during the 
back-to-school season. We have extended 
shopping hours to accommodate families 
during this busy time. Please see our 
calendar on page 4 to see when our store 
is open, and visit treehouseforkids.org/
about/contact-us/ or call 206.267.5185 
for more information. 

STAff BiO

Daquawya FInley  

lIttle wIshes assIstant 

Although daquawya started her role as a little Wishes Assistant just under 
a year ago, she’s been a familiar face in the Treehouse building for many 
years. When she was a young girl, daquawya came to Treehouse to shop in 
the Wearhouse, prep for college, and access little Wishes.

As Treehouse’s Little Wishes Assistant, 
Daquawya Finley connects Treehouse youth 
to extracurricular activities that help them 
meet new friends, engage in activities that 
promote school success, and have fun! 
Whether it’s sports camp, dance lessons, 
or tickets to a local museum, Daquawya 
makes sure that caregivers are set up to 
fund the activities that are essential to 
kids’ social-emotional development and 
academic success. 

“It’s beautiful to see how much it’s 
has evolved over the years. I feel 
humbled to be here and grateful to be 
a part of something so wonderful in our 
community,” Daquawya shared.  

Daquawya’s favorite part of coming to work each day is hearing feedback from 
caregivers about the positive experiences that their kids have had with Little Wishes-
funded activities. “I love hearing the stories of progress, like how a kid was afraid of 
water and soon they are swimming within a matter of weeks,” she shared.  “I also 
had a caregiver shed tears over the phone because she had  no idea that the Little 
Wishes program could cover her needs. She was grateful that I was able to help her 
make memories for her kids.” 

When Daquawya is away from her desk at Treehouse, she enjoys cooking, making 
scarves, and catching up on her favorite Netflix series. Next time you call the office 
to request funding from Little Wishes, say hello to Daquawya!

Back-to-school checklIst

 □ inform your school of your child’s 
needs and any changes in family 
circumstances 

 □ Spend time at school and attend 
orientations, meetings, and parent 
teacher conferences

 □ Monitor homework and assignments 
so students do not fall behind

 □ require proper attendance and follow 
up on missed work when students are 
absent

 □ Collect all school notices sent home 
with your student and check your 
school’s website often
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 □ Build relationships with your student’s 
teacher, school staff, and Treehouse 
Education Specialist or Educational 
Advocate (if available) 

 □ Check-in with your student on a daily 
basis and ask questions about what 
they’re learning

 □ Make sure your child gets enough 
sleep each night and eats a good 
breakfast before school

 □ find extracurricular activities for your 
student to get involved in. Contact 
Treehouse’s Little Wishes program to 
inquire about funding
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Back-to-School Shopping: Special extended hours 
The Wearhouse has extended shopping hours in August for 
Back-to-School shopping. Please note the new hours on the 
calendar. 

referral Period: July 1-July 31  
Remember to remind your social worker to renew your 
youth’s Treehouse Referral starting July 1st to receive 
uninterrupted services. 

calenDar

Free anD low cost tutorInG 
Summer is here and now is the time to prevent summer learning loss and get a leg up 
on school for next fall. Whether your student needs help catching up in a certain subject 
or wants to begin studying for MSP, HSPE, or SAT testing, free and low cost tutors and 
homework centers are available across the state. We recommend first checking with your 
local community center or school district. If you need additional support, the following 
resources can be great options:

free TuTOrinG ServiCeS

The King County Library System offers tutoring sessions which are free – all you need 
is a library card! During the  school year and summer, KCLS offers Study Zone (group 
tutoring sessions) open to grades K-12 and anyone up to 21 studying for their GED. 
Online tutoring through a live chat feature is also available from 2pm-midnight seven 
days a week online. Tutoring for the MSP, HSPE, and SAT are available online through 
Brainfuse on KCLS’ website. kcls.org/homework/

The Seattle Public Library also offers online help in English and Spanish from 1-10pm 
seven days a week (except holidays) for anyone with a library card. spl.org/using-the-
library/get-help/homework-help 

If your student works with a Treehouse Education Specialist, they can request tutoring 
services from a Treehouse Graduation Success Volunteer. Requests should be made 
through their Education Specialist, who will determine if a tutor is available.  

lOW-COST in-hOMe TuTOrinG ServiCeS 

Care and Club Z  are online networks that let you search for affordable tutors in your 
community who specialize in many different subjects. Visit care.com and  
clubztutoring.com for more information. 

stay connecteD

like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

read our blog! 
treehouseforkids.org/blog

Treehouse’s little Wishes program can help pay for the cost of an 
extracurricular activity for youth enrolled with Treehouse. 

Does your kid or teen have a passion for movement, rhythm, or routine? Participating 
in dance can bring many physical, social, and developmental benefits! Dancing 
involves cardiovascular conditioning and improves coordination, body strength and 
overall fitness.  Dance also positively contributes to academic performance. By 
mentally exercising the brain through calculation, planning, memorizing routines, 
sequential learning and problem solving, dancers are able to keep fit and mentally 
sharp. In addition, dance helps develop self-esteem and self-discipline and is a great 
opportunity to meet new friends!  

One caregiver shared with us that Little Wishes has been assisting with her kids’ 
dance lessons over the past 4 years, and their self-confidence has soared!  Another 
caregiver shared that her foster daughter’s dance class have all become friends and 
enjoy helping each other.  She wrote, “These kids are receiving top quality training in 
dance, discipline and life skills…and it shows!”

If you would like assistance getting your youth involved with                 
a dance program or any other extracurricular activity,     
call Little Wishes at 206.267.5125.

actIvIty oF the Month:  

SundAy MOndAy TueSdAy WedneSdAy ThurSdAy fridAy SATurdAy

July 13 14 15
Wearhouse 2-7pm

16 17
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

18 19
 Wearhouse 10am-2pm

20 21 22
Wearhouse 2-7pm

23 24
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

25 26
 

27 28 29
Wearhouse 2-7pm

30 31     
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

1 2 
 

AuG 3 4 5
Wearhouse 12-7pm

6 7
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

8 9

10 11 12
Wearhouse 12-7pm

13 14
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

15 16 
Wearhouse 10am-2pm

17 18 19
Wearhouse 12-7pm

20 21
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

22 23 
Wearhouse 10am-2pm

24 25 26 
Wearhouse 12-7pm

27 28
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

29 30

SePT  31 1 2
Wearhouse 2-7pm

3 4
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

5 6

7 8 9
Wearhouse 2-7pm

10 11    
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

12  13    
Wearhouse 10am-2pm

Dance

The Wearhouse:       
Tues 2-7pm, Thurs 10-4pm, 3rd Sat 10am-2pm  
You can shop for each youth up to 5 times per school year 
(with one “freebie”holiday-themed visit in December).  
Please wait at least 30 days between visits, and arrive at 
least one hour before closing time. Please bring a photo ID 
(for caregiver or child) to show at check-in.   

Wearhouse Closed

Wearhouse Closed for Labor Day Weekend

*

*

Wearhouse Closure: AuG 30-SePT 1 
The Wearhouse will be closed Saturday, Auguest 30th-
Monday, Septemer 1st for Labor Day Weekend. 

inventory Closure    
The Wearhouse will be closed for inventory Wednesday, 
September 17-Tuesday, September 30. No shopping 
visits will be allowed during this time.


