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While the weather is still cold 
and rainy, now is the time to start 
making summer plans for your youth.   
treehouse encourages youth to stay 
engaged during breaks by learning 
outside the classroom, and can help 
pay for the experiences that are 
right for your youth’s interests and 
academic needs.   

eligibility

Treehouse can provide funding for 
summer activities for youth ages 5+ 
currently placed in King County (or with 
a case held in King County). Unsure 
whether or not your youth is eligible? 
Contact Michelle McBreen, Outreach and 
Intake Coordinator, at 206.267.5140. 

Summer Camp

Summer camp provides a great outlet 
for kids and teens to make new friends, 
develop and refine skills, and have fun 
in a new environment. If you need help 
selecting a camp for your youth, we can 
help! Specific camp information can be 
found by using our Summer Camp Finder 
at treehouseforkids.org/camps/ or by 
contacting our Little Wishes Program at 
206. 267.5125. 

Signing up your youth for Summer Camp 

If your youth is eligible for Treehouse’s 
Summer Opportunities program:

1) Research an opportunity and complete 
all necessary registration forms 

2) Call or email Treehouse for funding 
approval    

3) Once you have approval, mail or drop 
off the completed registration form at 
Treehouse and our Little Wishes Program 
will send in the forms and payment

teen leadership and academic 
opportunities

For middle and high school youth engaged 
in the Treehouse’s Graduation Success 
Program, Treehouse Education Specialists 
can help youth connect with leadership 
opportunities, camps, internships, 
summer jobs and other activities that 
support their goals. Encourage your youth 
to talk with their Education Specialist 
about their options.   

In addition to summer opportunities, 
Treehouse Education Specialists will 
continue to provide support for youth over 
the summer in order to prepare students 
for the upcoming school year.

Credit retrieval 

If your student needs to make up missing 
credits over break, contact their school or 
Education Specialist. They can research 
appropriate opportunities through your 
youth’s school district and community. 
Treehouse staff and volunteers can 
support youth working through credit 
retrieval courses and exams throughout 
the summer.

Remember, early summer preparation pays 
off and Treehouse can help! If you have 
any questions about getting your youth 
ready for an engaging summer, please 
contact our Little Wishes department at  
206. 267.5125.

Staff Bio

nICOLe heRROn 
AssIstAnt MAnAgeR, enRIChMent PROgRAMs 
When you walk into the Wearhouse, treehouse’s free store for youth in foster 
care, you’ll see hundreds of racks of clothes, a library filled with books for 
all ages, and a collection of the latest toys and gadgets. how does this store 
prepare for thousands of shoppers each year? meet Wearhouse superstar 
nicole herron, assistant manager of treehouse enrichment programs. 

Nicole makes sure the Wearhouse is a place 
where youth can find the essential items they 
need to feel confident and successful in school.  
Some days, that means picking up donations 
from partner organizations, training volunteers, 
processing donations, or exploring ways to make 
the store a more efficient and organized place. 
Recently, Nicole has been focusing on the launch 
of the Wearhouse College Shop, a fun pop-
up shop in the Wearhouse aimed to get teens 
excited about the colleges they’ll attend in the 
fall (see page 1 for more information). 

In order for the Wearhouse to distribute more 
than a million dollars’ worth of donated items to 
families in King County each year, Nicole leads 
a team of Treehouse staff and many dedicated 
volunteers.  “While everyday has its challenges, 
I am never bored. There is always something 
new and exciting and I get to spend time with 
lots of amazing people,” Nicole shared. She loves being able to help 
shoppers in the store find everything on their list- she considers herself a professional 
shopper! 

Before coming to Treehouse, Nicole 
studied Social and Human Services from 
Lake Washington Institute of Technology. 
Her many passions lead her to jobs in 
fashion, sports, and the YMCA before 
coming to Treehouse. When she’s not 
in the Wearhouse, you can find Nicole 
digging through the racks at thrift shops, 
curling up with a book, or laughing with 
friends and family. As a self-described 
lifelong learner, Nicole has a passion for 
education and discovering new ways to 
support her community. 

Next time you are shopping in the Wearhouse, say hello to Nicole! Chances are she 
can use her expect shopping skills to help you find that perfect outfit!

LAunChIng thIs APRIL: 
WeARhOuse COLLege shOP
We’re thrilled to announce the launch of 
the Wearhouse’s College Shop, a special 
shopping section of the Wearhouse 
popping up this april! 

Do you have a future Husky, Falcon, 
or Duck living in your house? Help 
them show off their college pride with 
clothing items repping their future 
school’s colors and mascots. 

At Treehouse, nothing gets us more 
excited than learning about the 
post-secondary decisions of our high 
schoolers. In order to celebrate the 
college plans of many of our teens, 
the Wearhouse has been collecting 
donations of college wear (think 
university t-shirts, sweatshirts, and 
other swag) to help students get ready 
for their first day on campus. 

Items will be available from our region’s 
most popular colleges, like University of 
Washington, University of Oregon, and 
Seattle U!

 If your teen would like to show some 
college spirit, make sure you plan on 
using one of your regular Wearhouse 
shopping visits during the month of April.  
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girl’s and Boy’s groups    
Treehouse Girl’s and Boy’s group meet once a month to 
help provide social and emotional support for youth in 
foster care 6th grade and up. 

CALendAR

CARegIveR ResOuRCe 
filing your taxes

Finding support to file your taxes can be complicated and costly, and being 
a foster parent or Kinship caregiver can add additional questions to the tax 
process. Luckily, there are resources avaiable to help!

For general information about claiming exemptions and dependents contact 
the IRS at 1.800.829.1040 or at www.irs.gov.

The United Way is offering free tax preparation through April by IRS-certified 
volunteers in a variety of community locations.     
http://www.uwkc.org/ways-to-volunteer/ongoing-campaigns/free-tax-services/
tax-site.html 

DSHS Office of Accounting Services offers tax assistance to care providers. 
They can be reached at 866.563.8155 or at taxinfo@dshs.wa.gov. 

RC Admin Services, LLC, in collaboration with the IRS and American 
Resource Family Institute has prepared a Tax Guide for Washington state 
foster, adoptive, and kinshop families.     
www.rcadminservices.com/tax---bookkeeping.html

stAY COnneCted

like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

read our blog! 
treehouseforkids.org/blog

did you know that treehouse’s little Wishes program can help pay for the 
cost of an extracurricular activity youth enrolled with treehouse? 

Does your youth find joy in taking things apart, only to put them together again? Do they 
prefer working with thier hands, and don’t mind a little grease and grime? If so, they 
should check out an auto mechanic or bike repair course in the Seattle area!

Students who complte auto mechanic courses can use thier marketable skills to get jobs 
in insurance companies, collision repair shops, automotive dealerships and detail shops, 
or even start thier own business. Bike mechanic classes can also be a fun way to learn 
the basics of mechanics, and can be a very useful skill to have! 

Seattle’s Bike Works (www.bikeworks.com) or Coyote Central (www.coyotecentral.org) are 
offering upcomming opportunites in these subjects of study. If your youth interested in 
getting involved in a mechanics program or any other extracurricular activity, call Little 
Wishes at 206.267.5125.

ACtIvItY Of the MOnth:  

Sunday monday tueSday WedneSday thurSday friday Saturday

mar 16 17 18
Wearhouse 2-7pm

19 20
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

21 22
 

23 24 25
Wearhouse 2-7pm

26 27
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

28 29
 

30 31 1
Wearhouse 2-7pm

2 3
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

4 5 
 

apr 6 7 8
Wearhouse 2-7pm

9 10
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

11 12

13 14 15
Wearhouse 2-7pm

16 17
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

18 19 
Wearhouse 10am-2pm

20 21 22
Wearhouse 2-7pm

23 24
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

25 26

27 
We Are Family Day

28 29 
Wearhouse 2-7pm

30 1
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

2 3

may 4 5 6
Wearhouse 2-7pm

7 8
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

9 10

11 12 13
Wearhouse 2-7pm

14 15    
Wearhouse 10am-4pm

16  
Caregiver Conference

17            

MeChAnICs

the Wearhouse: tues 2-7pm, thurs 10-4pm,   
3rd Sat 10am-2pm     
You can shop for each youth up to 5 times per school year 
(with one “freebie”holiday-themed visit in December). 
Please wait at least 30 days between visits, and arrive at 
least one hour before closing time. Please bring a photo ID 
(for caregiver or child) to show at check-in.  

Wearhouse Closure     
The Wearhouse will be closed Saturday, May 24th-Monday, 
May 27th for Memorial Day Wekeend. 

girl’s group 3/27 6-8pm, 4/24 5-8pm 
Girl’s Group meets once a month. To join, call 
Stephanie Neil at 206.267.5198.  

Boy’s group, 3/26 6-8pm, 4/30, 6-8pm 
Boy’s Group meets once a month. For more 
information, call Sam Martin at 206.267.5148.
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mariners We are family day: Sun, 4/27 1:10pm 
Join fellow foster, kinship, and adoptive families for a 
family day at Safeco Feild during the Mariners vs. Texas 
Rangers game. Social workers, agencies and community 
members will also be there to celebrate families and share 
information. Check out DSHS’ Caregiver Connection for 
more details. http://www.dshs.wa.gov/CA/fosterparents/
index.asp 

pacific northwest Caregivers Conference: 5/16-5/18  
This year’s annual training conference for foster parents will 
be held at the Great Wolf Lodge. http://www.fpaws.org/

Wearhouse 10am-2pm 
Caregiver Conference


