
The evening’s program included everything 
from circus performers and musical 
acts, to a live auction, to inspirational 
vignettes by Treehouse founder Mary Lou 
Dickerson, caregivers, staff, and foster 
youth.  Longtime supporters Wendy Truitt 
and Julia Calhoun also provided a moving 
tribute to Treehouse CEO Janis Avery for 
her 18 years of dedicated service.   

With the help of a generous matching 
gift from Julia, more than $550,000 was 
raised on behalf of youth in foster care! 

October 8th, 2013 marked Treehouse’s 25th anniversary of giving 
kids a childhood and a future.  To celebrate this momentous occasion, 
more than 400 long-time and new Treehouse supporters filled Seattle’s 
historic Paramount Theatre on Saturday, October 5th, for the Silver 
Soiree event.  

The live auction was a huge success with 
unique items such as a guitar signed by 
all of the members of Pearl Jam going to 
the highest bidder. 

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of co-
chairs Ashley O’Connor McCready and 
Dana Frank, as well as Treehouse team 
member Shaunessy Jones, the evening 
was a complete success and enjoyed by 
all.  The event was the perfect way to 
celebrate the end of Treehouse’s 25th 
anniversary year.

Rashaun: LeadeR on the fieLd 
and in the cLassRoom
Last November, seventeen year-old Rachaun was given a second chance in life. He had an 
opportunity to become more than his circumstances, leave behind the missteps of his childhood 
years in Nebraska, and move to Seattle for a fresh start.  He had spent the majority of his 
adolescence in and out of foster care and the juvenile justice system, and it was time for a change.    

From the moment Rachaun joined his 
Aunt Tre’s household and began attending 
Seattle’s Cleveland High School, he has 
been goal-oriented.  He met with his 
Treehouse Education Specialist, Mike, 
and set a short-term goal to get involved 
in an after-school activity that would help 
him connect with his new community 
and help motivate him in the classroom.  
Mike learned that a career in the NFL was 
Rachaun’s long-term goal, so with the help 
of the Little Wishes program Rachaun 
joined the Cleveland football team.  

Joining the team helped him start making 
good choices inside and outside of the 
classroom and aligned him with a positive 
peer group. Intent on improving his 

tReehouse ceLebRates 
25th anniveRsaRy

grades, he began meeting with Mike and 
his in-school mentor, Jamil, on a weekly 
basis. They helped him to learn how to 
organize his schoolwork, as well as how 
and when to advocate for himself with his 
teachers.  

It didn’t take long for Rachaun to become 
a star both on and off the field.  His 
outgoing personality and respectful 
nature, coupled with his athletic skill got 
him recognition from both his teammates 
and his coach.  He achieved his goals 
of playing both defense and offense and 
being named team captain almost as 
soon as he set them.  He impressed Mike 
and moved one of his teachers to tears 
during an end of term persuasive speech 

where he not only effectively persuaded 
the audience, but also publicly apologized 
for challenging the teacher that year.  He 
worked hard, got his grades up, and over 
the summer, his coach advised him that 
he has a real shot at a college scholarship 
at a Division III school.  Mike and Little 
Wishes agreed and helped fund private 
coaching for him through Blueprint.  A 
college education became a realistic goal.  

While Rachaun has big NFL dreams, he 
also has his feet planted firmly on the 
ground, and with Mike’s help he will begin 
his college applications in a few months.  
He will continue to aim for the stars but 
has a good “back-up plan” of a career in 
criminal investigation.  

Mike couldn’t be more proud of Rachaun’s 
achievements: “Rachaun has really 
stepped up at Cleveland and students look 
up to him.  In a year’s time he went from 
being prison-bound to college-bound.”  
Rachaun’s Aunt Tre seconded that saying 
“the kid dreams big and more importantly 
he gets it done!”    
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Kids heLping Kids
one candy cane at a time
Every holiday season, the 4th-8th grade 
student council at Seattle-based Hamlin 
Robinson School spearheads a fundraising 
event to support a local charity.  The event 
is a fun holiday activity where the kids 
learn how good it feels to give back, while 
gaining invaluable campaign planning 
skills at the same time.  This past year, 
the student council researched various 
non-profits in the area and selected 
Treehouse as the lucky recipient of their 
hard earned donations. 

Hamlin Robinson counselor, Jessica 
Ruger, shared that the students actually 
plan, organize and run the fundraising 
event almost entirely on their own.  The 
students decided that selling candy 
canes to fellow students during lunchtime 
and recess for 5-25 cents apiece would 
be the perfect way to meet their goal 
of raising $20 for foster kids during 
the weeklong event.  They carefully 

orchestrated their promotional efforts, 
posting signage around the school, pricing 
on a sliding scale based on the age of 
their “customer,” and advertising during 
morning assemblies.  

The kids did such a great job of 
advertising that they actually sold out on 
the first day!  The success of the first day 
of sales fueled their momentum and after 
a few calls to supportive parents they 
were up and running again.  As the week 
wore on, Ruger noticed that donations 
continued to increase and students were 
saying things like “keep the change for 
the foster kids.”  The whole school had 
embraced the spirit of giving.  In the end, 
they sold more than 1500 candy canes, 
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With your support, Treehouse will 
help brighten the season for over 
5,000 kids in foster care. 

happy hoLidays!

Holiday 2013

THE WEARHOUSE: 
THROUGH THE 
SIMPSONS’ EYES 

Paulette and Calvin Simpson decided to become foster 
parents after realizing that there were children in their 
community that could benefit from the extra love they had 
to give. Soon after, two young boys, ages three and four, 
showed up on the Simpsons’ doorstep needing a little 

The holidays can be tough for kids in foster care, 
many of whom face the season without parents, 
relatives or siblings. It can also be a challenge 
for caregivers, as they try to find the resources to 
provide winter essentials and holiday gifts for the 
youth they care for. 

more than just a loving home. “They had been homeless. 
They arrived without any belongings, wearing dirty clothes 
that were too big for their small bodies,” Paulette shared.

Thankfully, Paulette knew about the Wearhouse –
Treehouse’s on-site retail store where foster youth and 
caregivers can shop for free – and was able to get the 
boys the essentials that they needed. As the boys settled 
into home life with the Simpsons, Paulette looked forward 
to their first holiday season together. As the family began 
preparing for their annual holiday celebrations, she 
learned that her boys had never recieved a holiday gift. 
Paulette and Calvin were determined to give their boys 
the fun childhood experience they deserved. 

Paulette and Calvin again turned to the Wearhouse for 
support, and were overwhelmed by the selection of gifts 
to choose from. “The staff was so personable and friendly.  

They made shopping fun and helped us find just what 
we needed,” Paulette shared. “I loved that we could 
find lots of learning toys and books to help teach our 
growing boys.”

Although shopping was fun, the real magic came 
from watching the eyes of her boys light up when they 
experienced a magical holiday morning for the first 
time. In addition to many books and warm jackets, the 
boys were shocked to find two shiny bikes under the 
tree. “The boys loved the bikes so much we couldn’t get 
them off of them for breakfast,” Paulette laughed.
 
Each year, hundreds of caregivers like the Simpsons 
rely on the Wearhouse. In December 2012, over 
16,000 items were distributed to caregivers for 
Treehouse youth across King County. This holiday, the 
Wearhouse expects to support more than 800 shoppers!

raising $424.50!  When Treehouse team 
member Christine went to visit the school 
to collect the huge check, she was thrilled 
by the kids’ enthusiasm and desire to 
learn more about foster youth in their 
community. “I know that the success 
of this campaign was the result of their 
dedication, and Treehouse is so fortunate 
to have such powerful advocates,” she 
shared.   

To learn how you can host a donation 
drive on behalf of Treehouse, contact 
Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.
org or 206-267-5109.

See inside for details... 

Host a holiday donation drive

Make a gift to bene�t kids in foster care

Volunteer as a holiday helper



giving the  
gift of time

Sandra and her good friend Janet Bacon have 
made this their annual tradition over Thanksgiving 
weekend for the past five years.  They start out 
with a nice dinner and shopping, and then bundle 
up and head out to the Carousel for the evening 
shift to enjoy Westlake Park at its finest, a sea 
of white lights.  The duo enjoys the opportunity 
to spend meaningful time together in the festive 
atmosphere, while giving back in such a rewarding 
and memorable way.  They love guiding the 
hundreds of excited children and their families 
onto the ride, many of them still wearing their 
winters finest after photos with Santa.  

One of Sandra and Janet’s favorite memories 
is watching the same kiddos come back 3 or 4 
times,  equally as thrilled to share a few more 
dollars with a youth in need as they are eager to 
ride the same horse they did last time.  

stay connected foR hoLiday updates

Long-time Treehouse team member and volunteer Sandra 
Wong loves the holiday season.  She has found that nothing 
quite captures the holiday spirit like the evening she spends 
volunteering downtown at the Carousel at Westlake Park.

KIRO RADIO 97.3 FM HOLIDAY MAGIC 
RADIOTHON 
December 5
7:00AM-7:00PM

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on December 5th and be 
part of the magic of the holiday season for youth in foster 
care across Washington State.  From 7am-7pm you can 
call in to help ensure that every foster child has a joyful 
holiday and receives a gift this year!

SHARE THE LOVE 
November 21 – January 2 
Carter Subaru

Carter Subaru wants to share the love this holiday season!  
When you purchase any new Subaru from Carter Subaru 
in Shoreline or Ballard from November 21st to January 
2nd Subaru will donate $250 to one of six non-profits and 
Treehouse is one of the lucky recipients.  If you are in the 
market for a car this holiday season. help Carter Subaru 
share the love with Treehouse!

CHAMPIONS FOR FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON 
April 8
11:30AM-1:00PM
Seattle Sheraton
 
Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature 
annual event.  Save the date and sign up now to be a Table 
Captain.  For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at 
events@treehouseforkids.org or call 206.267.5112.  

HOST A HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVE
You can help foster kids have a happy holiday this season by collecting 
new toys and clothing.  

HOST A HOLIDAY EVENT
Turn your passion into action and help foster kids by hosting a holiday 
event to support Treehouse. 

TAKE A TURN AT THE HOLIDAY CAROUSEL
Join us for a volunteer shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect 
donations and share the Treehouse mission with the community.  

VOLUNTEER AS A WEARHOUSE HOLIDAY HELPER
Help sort donations and stock our free store for foster youth with toys 
and clothes.  

HOLIDAY DONATIONS 
November – December 

You can help foster kids have a happy holiday this season by 
collecting new toys and clothing.  Holiday drive donations 
can be delivered to Treehouse during the following times, or 
by appointment:

Friday, December 6th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Tuesday, December 10th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Friday, December 13th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Saturday, December 14th from 10:00AM to 2:00PM

Need to swing by at a different time?  No problem!  Contact 
Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5109 
to make arrangements.

PANDORA JEWELRY HOLIDAY CAROUSEL 
BENEFITING TREEHOUSE              
Presented by KING 5
November 29 – January 1
Daily, closed December 25
Westlake Park in Downtown Seattle 

Join us under the Macy’s star at Westlake Park for a ride 
on the carousel! All proceeds will help Treehouse give kids 
in foster care a brighter holiday.  Planning to purchase a 
gift for a foster child while you’re downtown?  Treehouse 
shopping bags will be available for convenient pick-up and 
drop-off at the Carousel.  For more information, contact 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org.

RIDE THE HOLIDAY ExPRESS 
(SEATTLE CENTER MONORAIL) 
November 29 – January 1
Seattle Center Platform

Treehouse is thrilled to be the official holiday charity partner 
of the Seattle Center Monorail again this year!  Avoid 
downtown traffic and parking costs by taking the hassle-
free Monorail to Westlake Center. Remember to drop off 
your donations at the holiday Carousel before heading back 
home. For Monorail rates and additional information, visit 
seattlemonorail.com. 

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

Pin with us! NEW!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA
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With the generous support of donors, donation drive 
hosts, and volunteers, Treehouse will touch the lives of 
more than 5,000 foster kids this holiday season.  

We’re gearing up to serve more than 800 kids and their caregivers 
in our Wearhouse where they will be able to shop for free winter 
clothes, toys, books and games.  We are also sending over 5,000 
holiday gifts to foster kids across the state!  For Treehouse kids, 
these gifts transform a holiday spent wondering why they are 
always forgotten into a morning that they’ll remember forever.

Every year, Treehouse receives hundreds of thank you notes from 
kids and their caregivers sharing the impact of a holiday gift.  We 
wish we could share them all with you.  Here is a sampling of a 
few of our favorites. 

“Thank you from all of us at Ryther (group home), for all of the 
amazing generosity this Holiday season!  Our kids don’t live at 
home, being away from their families and having little outside 
support makes this time of year difficult for them.  We, as the 
staff, counselors, interns, therapists and supervisors, want to give 
our most sincere thanks for these presents from Treehouse!”

If you itemize your taxes, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your 
adjusted gross income (AGI).  The higher your tax rate, the more your charitable gifts will save you.  Any 
unused deductions may be carried over in as many as five future years.   

Gifts to Treehouse made by check, credit card, or appreciated securities offer three ways to save on your taxes.  
Stock owned for more than one year can generally receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock at the time of the gift (up to 30% of your AGI), and you avoid paying any capital 
gains tax on the increase.  BNY Mellon handles all gifts of stock benefiting Treehouse free of any commission 
charges for both the donor and Treehouse.

Remember that gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2013 to impact your 2013 taxes.  For more 
information visit www.treehouseforkids.org.  

end of the yeaR giving: 
maKe a gift & save

thank you so much for 
our little grandson’s 
balance bike and 
helmet this christmas!  
it’s exactly what 
he asked santa for 
(and the only thing) 
this year.  he was so 
excited on christmas 
morning to see the 
gifts by the tree. 

“Every year I have asked for the same 
holiday gift – movie tickets.  Why?  
Because it allows me to do something 
normal with my friends, especially my 
girlfriend.  This holiday I took my girlfriend 
and me to 4 movies in the same week!! 
OMG!  It was so fun.  Getting this gift is 
not just for me.  It is a gift I can share with 
someone I care a lot for in my life.  Thanks 
for the fun memories with my best love.”

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
giving our little girl just what she wanted 
from Santa.  She got a toy that will help 
her with letter sounds and kindergarten 
readiness.  She is now beginning to read 
and has spent hours enjoying her hand-
held “computer” in the car.  She has had a 
rough winter being away from her mother’s 
home and your gift to her speaks volumes 
of encouragement and hope.”
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in theiR oWn WoRds:

the magic of 
a hoLiday gift

a message fRom 
Janis aveRy, ceo

As we prepare to celebrate the joyful 
holiday season and the beginning of 
a new year, I have been reflecting on 
all of the major milestones that we’ve 
achieved together during Treehouse’s 25th 
anniversary year.  

In the spring we partnered with visionary 
leaders to help pass legislation that 
will make a difference for foster youth.  
In June, we congratulated 23 of our 
seniors for crossing the finish line, and 

embarking on their post-secondary plans 
with diploma in hand.  Over the summer, 
we applauded our dedicated program 
team for successfully implementing 
Treehouse’s Graduation Success program 
and preparing for our expansion into 30 
new schools.  And this fall, we joined 
our longtime partners and supporters at 
the Paramount Theatre to celebrate 25 
years of making an impact in the lives 
our community’s youth in foster care.  We 
were humbled by the generosity of the 
409 attendees that donated more than 
$550,000 in support of graduation equity 
for foster youth.    

We have so much to be grateful for this 
year and as we enter the holiday season 
we are fortunate to once again be blessed 
with one of the greatest gifts of all—the 
opportunity to give foster kids across 

Washington State the happy holiday 
memories that we all remember and 
cherish from our youth.  This holiday 
season Treehouse youth will have the 
opportunity to experience the awe of 
watching Macy’s star light up in Westlake 
Park from atop their very own horse on 
the Carousel, to pick out a cozy set of 
winter pajamas in the Wearhouse, and 
the excitement of unwrapping a new gift 
meant just for them.

During the holidays youth in foster 
care need our support the most.  The 
holidays can be a painful time, as they 
are reminded of the family they have lost.  
At school, foster kids can feel isolated 
and forgotten as their friends return from 
winter break with stories of vacations, new 
gifts, and family gatherings.  During this 
time, caregivers partner with Treehouse 

to make sure our youth aren’t left out and 
that they too have happy holiday stories to 
share.  You can be a part of that story.

I encourage you to consider ways that 
you can make a difference in the life of 
a foster child this holiday season.  You’ll 
find a host of opportunities to give or 
volunteer in this newsletter, all which 
make a critical difference and meaningful 
impact in the lives of foster kids.  

Thank you for all that you’ve done and 
all that you will do.  I wish you a blessed 
holiday season and look forward to the 
opportunities of 2014!

Blessings, 

The spirit of giving is in the air this time of year.  Not only is it a wonderful time to support 
the causes you care about, it’s also one of the last opportunities to reduce your 2013 taxes.  

Nov 21-Jan 2

Sandra and Janet are looking forward to heading to the Carousel on December 1 
to keep their tradition going.  As Sandra says, “the holidays haven’t started until 
Janet and I have volunteered at the Carousel.”   

There are many ways to follow Sandra and Janet’s lead and foster the spirit of 
giving this year, and we invite you to join us!

Sandra and her good friend Janet Bacon have 
made this their annual tradition over Thanksgiving 
weekend for the past five years.  They start out 
with a nice dinner and shopping, and then bundle 

Nov 29-Jan 1

Nov-Dec

Nov 29-Jan 1

For more information on how you can get involved, visit treehouseforkids.org. 
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giving the  
gift of time

Sandra and her good friend Janet Bacon have 
made this their annual tradition over Thanksgiving 
weekend for the past five years.  They start out 
with a nice dinner and shopping, and then bundle 
up and head out to the Carousel for the evening 
shift to enjoy Westlake Park at its finest, a sea 
of white lights.  The duo enjoys the opportunity 
to spend meaningful time together in the festive 
atmosphere, while giving back in such a rewarding 
and memorable way.  They love guiding the 
hundreds of excited children and their families 
onto the ride, many of them still wearing their 
winters finest after photos with Santa.  

One of Sandra and Janet’s favorite memories 
is watching the same kiddos come back 3 or 4 
times,  equally as thrilled to share a few more 
dollars with a youth in need as they are eager to 
ride the same horse they did last time.  

stay connected foR hoLiday updates

Long-time Treehouse team member and volunteer Sandra 
Wong loves the holiday season.  She has found that nothing 
quite captures the holiday spirit like the evening she spends 
volunteering downtown at the Carousel at Westlake Park.

KIRO RADIO 97.3 FM HOLIDAY MAGIC 
RADIOTHON 
December 5
7:00AM-7:00PM

Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on December 5th and be 
part of the magic of the holiday season for youth in foster 
care across Washington State.  From 7am-7pm you can 
call in to help ensure that every foster child has a joyful 
holiday and receives a gift this year!

SHARE THE LOVE 
November 21 – January 2 
Carter Subaru

Carter Subaru wants to share the love this holiday season!  
When you purchase any new Subaru from Carter Subaru 
in Shoreline or Ballard from November 21st to January 
2nd Subaru will donate $250 to one of six non-profits and 
Treehouse is one of the lucky recipients.  If you are in the 
market for a car this holiday season. help Carter Subaru 
share the love with Treehouse!

CHAMPIONS FOR FOSTER KIDS LUNCHEON 
April 8
11:30AM-1:00PM
Seattle Sheraton
 
Be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s signature 
annual event.  Save the date and sign up now to be a Table 
Captain.  For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at 
events@treehouseforkids.org or call 206.267.5112.  

HOST A HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVE
You can help foster kids have a happy holiday this season by collecting 
new toys and clothing.  

HOST A HOLIDAY EVENT
Turn your passion into action and help foster kids by hosting a holiday 
event to support Treehouse. 

TAKE A TURN AT THE HOLIDAY CAROUSEL
Join us for a volunteer shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect 
donations and share the Treehouse mission with the community.  

VOLUNTEER AS A WEARHOUSE HOLIDAY HELPER
Help sort donations and stock our free store for foster youth with toys 
and clothes.  

HOLIDAY DONATIONS 
November – December 

You can help foster kids have a happy holiday this season by 
collecting new toys and clothing.  Holiday drive donations 
can be delivered to Treehouse during the following times, or 
by appointment:

Friday, December 6th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Tuesday, December 10th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Friday, December 13th from 9:00AM to 6:00PM

Saturday, December 14th from 10:00AM to 2:00PM

Need to swing by at a different time?  No problem!  Contact 
Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5109 
to make arrangements.

PANDORA JEWELRY HOLIDAY CAROUSEL 
BENEFITING TREEHOUSE              
Presented by KING 5
November 29 – January 1
Daily, closed December 25
Westlake Park in Downtown Seattle 

Join us under the Macy’s star at Westlake Park for a ride 
on the carousel! All proceeds will help Treehouse give kids 
in foster care a brighter holiday.  Planning to purchase a 
gift for a foster child while you’re downtown?  Treehouse 
shopping bags will be available for convenient pick-up and 
drop-off at the Carousel.  For more information, contact 
carousel@treehouseforkids.org.

RIDE THE HOLIDAY ExPRESS 
(SEATTLE CENTER MONORAIL) 
November 29 – January 1
Seattle Center Platform

Treehouse is thrilled to be the official holiday charity partner 
of the Seattle Center Monorail again this year!  Avoid 
downtown traffic and parking costs by taking the hassle-
free Monorail to Westlake Center. Remember to drop off 
your donations at the holiday Carousel before heading back 
home. For Monorail rates and additional information, visit 
seattlemonorail.com. 

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Like us!
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With the generous support of donors, donation drive 
hosts, and volunteers, Treehouse will touch the lives of 
more than 5,000 foster kids this holiday season.  

We’re gearing up to serve more than 800 kids and their caregivers 
in our Wearhouse where they will be able to shop for free winter 
clothes, toys, books and games.  We are also sending over 5,000 
holiday gifts to foster kids across the state!  For Treehouse kids, 
these gifts transform a holiday spent wondering why they are 
always forgotten into a morning that they’ll remember forever.

Every year, Treehouse receives hundreds of thank you notes from 
kids and their caregivers sharing the impact of a holiday gift.  We 
wish we could share them all with you.  Here is a sampling of a 
few of our favorites. 

“Thank you from all of us at Ryther (group home), for all of the 
amazing generosity this Holiday season!  Our kids don’t live at 
home, being away from their families and having little outside 
support makes this time of year difficult for them.  We, as the 
staff, counselors, interns, therapists and supervisors, want to give 
our most sincere thanks for these presents from Treehouse!”

If you itemize your taxes, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your 
adjusted gross income (AGI).  The higher your tax rate, the more your charitable gifts will save you.  Any 
unused deductions may be carried over in as many as five future years.   

Gifts to Treehouse made by check, credit card, or appreciated securities offer three ways to save on your taxes.  
Stock owned for more than one year can generally receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock at the time of the gift (up to 30% of your AGI), and you avoid paying any capital 
gains tax on the increase.  BNY Mellon handles all gifts of stock benefiting Treehouse free of any commission 
charges for both the donor and Treehouse.

Remember that gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2013 to impact your 2013 taxes.  For more 
information visit www.treehouseforkids.org.  

end of the yeaR giving: 
maKe a gift & save

thank you so much for 
our little grandson’s 
balance bike and 
helmet this christmas!  
it’s exactly what 
he asked santa for 
(and the only thing) 
this year.  he was so 
excited on christmas 
morning to see the 
gifts by the tree. 

“Every year I have asked for the same 
holiday gift – movie tickets.  Why?  
Because it allows me to do something 
normal with my friends, especially my 
girlfriend.  This holiday I took my girlfriend 
and me to 4 movies in the same week!! 
OMG!  It was so fun.  Getting this gift is 
not just for me.  It is a gift I can share with 
someone I care a lot for in my life.  Thanks 
for the fun memories with my best love.”

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
giving our little girl just what she wanted 
from Santa.  She got a toy that will help 
her with letter sounds and kindergarten 
readiness.  She is now beginning to read 
and has spent hours enjoying her hand-
held “computer” in the car.  She has had a 
rough winter being away from her mother’s 
home and your gift to her speaks volumes 
of encouragement and hope.”
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in theiR oWn WoRds:

the magic of 
a hoLiday gift

a message fRom 
Janis aveRy, ceo

As we prepare to celebrate the joyful 
holiday season and the beginning of 
a new year, I have been reflecting on 
all of the major milestones that we’ve 
achieved together during Treehouse’s 25th 
anniversary year.  

In the spring we partnered with visionary 
leaders to help pass legislation that 
will make a difference for foster youth.  
In June, we congratulated 23 of our 
seniors for crossing the finish line, and 

embarking on their post-secondary plans 
with diploma in hand.  Over the summer, 
we applauded our dedicated program 
team for successfully implementing 
Treehouse’s Graduation Success program 
and preparing for our expansion into 30 
new schools.  And this fall, we joined 
our longtime partners and supporters at 
the Paramount Theatre to celebrate 25 
years of making an impact in the lives 
our community’s youth in foster care.  We 
were humbled by the generosity of the 
409 attendees that donated more than 
$550,000 in support of graduation equity 
for foster youth.    

We have so much to be grateful for this 
year and as we enter the holiday season 
we are fortunate to once again be blessed 
with one of the greatest gifts of all—the 
opportunity to give foster kids across 

Washington State the happy holiday 
memories that we all remember and 
cherish from our youth.  This holiday 
season Treehouse youth will have the 
opportunity to experience the awe of 
watching Macy’s star light up in Westlake 
Park from atop their very own horse on 
the Carousel, to pick out a cozy set of 
winter pajamas in the Wearhouse, and 
the excitement of unwrapping a new gift 
meant just for them.

During the holidays youth in foster 
care need our support the most.  The 
holidays can be a painful time, as they 
are reminded of the family they have lost.  
At school, foster kids can feel isolated 
and forgotten as their friends return from 
winter break with stories of vacations, new 
gifts, and family gatherings.  During this 
time, caregivers partner with Treehouse 

to make sure our youth aren’t left out and 
that they too have happy holiday stories to 
share.  You can be a part of that story.

I encourage you to consider ways that 
you can make a difference in the life of 
a foster child this holiday season.  You’ll 
find a host of opportunities to give or 
volunteer in this newsletter, all which 
make a critical difference and meaningful 
impact in the lives of foster kids.  

Thank you for all that you’ve done and 
all that you will do.  I wish you a blessed 
holiday season and look forward to the 
opportunities of 2014!

Blessings, 

The spirit of giving is in the air this time of year.  Not only is it a wonderful time to support 
the causes you care about, it’s also one of the last opportunities to reduce your 2013 taxes.  

Nov 21-Jan 2

Sandra and Janet are looking forward to heading to the Carousel on December 1 
to keep their tradition going.  As Sandra says, “the holidays haven’t started until 
Janet and I have volunteered at the Carousel.”   

There are many ways to follow Sandra and Janet’s lead and foster the spirit of 
giving this year, and we invite you to join us!

Sandra and her good friend Janet Bacon have 
made this their annual tradition over Thanksgiving 
weekend for the past five years.  They start out 
with a nice dinner and shopping, and then bundle 

Nov 29-Jan 1

Nov-Dec

Nov 29-Jan 1

For more information on how you can get involved, visit treehouseforkids.org. 
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The evening’s program included everything 
from circus performers and musical 
acts, to a live auction, to inspirational 
vignettes by Treehouse founder Mary Lou 
Dickerson, caregivers, staff, and foster 
youth.  Longtime supporters Wendy Truitt 
and Julia Calhoun also provided a moving 
tribute to Treehouse CEO Janis Avery for 
her 18 years of dedicated service.   

With the help of a generous matching 
gift from Julia, more than $550,000 was 
raised on behalf of youth in foster care! 

October 8th, 2013 marked Treehouse’s 25th anniversary of giving 
kids a childhood and a future.  To celebrate this momentous occasion, 
more than 400 long-time and new Treehouse supporters filled Seattle’s 
historic Paramount Theatre on Saturday, October 5th, for the Silver 
Soiree event.  

The live auction was a huge success with 
unique items such as a guitar signed by 
all of the members of Pearl Jam going to 
the highest bidder. 

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of co-
chairs Ashley O’Connor McCready and 
Dana Frank, as well as Treehouse team 
member Shaunessy Jones, the evening 
was a complete success and enjoyed by 
all.  The event was the perfect way to 
celebrate the end of Treehouse’s 25th 
anniversary year.

Rashaun: LeadeR on the fieLd 
and in the cLassRoom
Last November, seventeen year-old Rachaun was given a second chance in life. He had an 
opportunity to become more than his circumstances, leave behind the missteps of his childhood 
years in Nebraska, and move to Seattle for a fresh start.  He had spent the majority of his 
adolescence in and out of foster care and the juvenile justice system, and it was time for a change.    

From the moment Rachaun joined his 
Aunt Tre’s household and began attending 
Seattle’s Cleveland High School, he has 
been goal-oriented.  He met with his 
Treehouse Education Specialist, Mike, 
and set a short-term goal to get involved 
in an after-school activity that would help 
him connect with his new community 
and help motivate him in the classroom.  
Mike learned that a career in the NFL was 
Rachaun’s long-term goal, so with the help 
of the Little Wishes program Rachaun 
joined the Cleveland football team.  

Joining the team helped him start making 
good choices inside and outside of the 
classroom and aligned him with a positive 
peer group. Intent on improving his 

tReehouse ceLebRates 
25th anniveRsaRy

grades, he began meeting with Mike and 
his in-school mentor, Jamil, on a weekly 
basis. They helped him to learn how to 
organize his schoolwork, as well as how 
and when to advocate for himself with his 
teachers.  

It didn’t take long for Rachaun to become 
a star both on and off the field.  His 
outgoing personality and respectful 
nature, coupled with his athletic skill got 
him recognition from both his teammates 
and his coach.  He achieved his goals 
of playing both defense and offense and 
being named team captain almost as 
soon as he set them.  He impressed Mike 
and moved one of his teachers to tears 
during an end of term persuasive speech 

where he not only effectively persuaded 
the audience, but also publicly apologized 
for challenging the teacher that year.  He 
worked hard, got his grades up, and over 
the summer, his coach advised him that 
he has a real shot at a college scholarship 
at a Division III school.  Mike and Little 
Wishes agreed and helped fund private 
coaching for him through Blueprint.  A 
college education became a realistic goal.  

While Rachaun has big NFL dreams, he 
also has his feet planted firmly on the 
ground, and with Mike’s help he will begin 
his college applications in a few months.  
He will continue to aim for the stars but 
has a good “back-up plan” of a career in 
criminal investigation.  

Mike couldn’t be more proud of Rachaun’s 
achievements: “Rachaun has really 
stepped up at Cleveland and students look 
up to him.  In a year’s time he went from 
being prison-bound to college-bound.”  
Rachaun’s Aunt Tre seconded that saying 
“the kid dreams big and more importantly 
he gets it done!”    
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Kids heLping Kids
one candy cane at a time
Every holiday season, the 4th-8th grade 
student council at Seattle-based Hamlin 
Robinson School spearheads a fundraising 
event to support a local charity.  The event 
is a fun holiday activity where the kids 
learn how good it feels to give back, while 
gaining invaluable campaign planning 
skills at the same time.  This past year, 
the student council researched various 
non-profits in the area and selected 
Treehouse as the lucky recipient of their 
hard earned donations. 

Hamlin Robinson counselor, Jessica 
Ruger, shared that the students actually 
plan, organize and run the fundraising 
event almost entirely on their own.  The 
students decided that selling candy 
canes to fellow students during lunchtime 
and recess for 5-25 cents apiece would 
be the perfect way to meet their goal 
of raising $20 for foster kids during 
the weeklong event.  They carefully 

orchestrated their promotional efforts, 
posting signage around the school, pricing 
on a sliding scale based on the age of 
their “customer,” and advertising during 
morning assemblies.  

The kids did such a great job of 
advertising that they actually sold out on 
the first day!  The success of the first day 
of sales fueled their momentum and after 
a few calls to supportive parents they 
were up and running again.  As the week 
wore on, Ruger noticed that donations 
continued to increase and students were 
saying things like “keep the change for 
the foster kids.”  The whole school had 
embraced the spirit of giving.  In the end, 
they sold more than 1500 candy canes, 
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With your support, Treehouse will 
help brighten the season for over 
5,000 kids in foster care. 

happy hoLidays!

Holiday 2013

THE WEARHOUSE: 
THROUGH THE 
SIMPSONS’ EYES 

Paulette and Calvin Simpson decided to become foster 
parents after realizing that there were children in their 
community that could benefit from the extra love they had 
to give. Soon after, two young boys, ages three and four, 
showed up on the Simpsons’ doorstep needing a little 

The holidays can be tough for kids in foster care, 
many of whom face the season without parents, 
relatives or siblings. It can also be a challenge 
for caregivers, as they try to find the resources to 
provide winter essentials and holiday gifts for the 
youth they care for. 

more than just a loving home. “They had been homeless. 
They arrived without any belongings, wearing dirty clothes 
that were too big for their small bodies,” Paulette shared.

Thankfully, Paulette knew about the Wearhouse –
Treehouse’s on-site retail store where foster youth and 
caregivers can shop for free – and was able to get the 
boys the essentials that they needed. As the boys settled 
into home life with the Simpsons, Paulette looked forward 
to their first holiday season together. As the family began 
preparing for their annual holiday celebrations, she 
learned that her boys had never recieved a holiday gift. 
Paulette and Calvin were determined to give their boys 
the fun childhood experience they deserved. 

Paulette and Calvin again turned to the Wearhouse for 
support, and were overwhelmed by the selection of gifts 
to choose from. “The staff was so personable and friendly.  

They made shopping fun and helped us find just what 
we needed,” Paulette shared. “I loved that we could 
find lots of learning toys and books to help teach our 
growing boys.”

Although shopping was fun, the real magic came 
from watching the eyes of her boys light up when they 
experienced a magical holiday morning for the first 
time. In addition to many books and warm jackets, the 
boys were shocked to find two shiny bikes under the 
tree. “The boys loved the bikes so much we couldn’t get 
them off of them for breakfast,” Paulette laughed.
 
Each year, hundreds of caregivers like the Simpsons 
rely on the Wearhouse. In December 2012, over 
16,000 items were distributed to caregivers for 
Treehouse youth across King County. This holiday, the 
Wearhouse expects to support more than 800 shoppers!

raising $424.50!  When Treehouse team 
member Christine went to visit the school 
to collect the huge check, she was thrilled 
by the kids’ enthusiasm and desire to 
learn more about foster youth in their 
community. “I know that the success 
of this campaign was the result of their 
dedication, and Treehouse is so fortunate 
to have such powerful advocates,” she 
shared.   

To learn how you can host a donation 
drive on behalf of Treehouse, contact 
Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.
org or 206-267-5109.

See inside for details... 

Host a holiday donation drive

Make a gift to bene�t kids in foster care

Volunteer as a holiday helper
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