
Back-to-School also brings a list of 
expenses that can seem daunting for any 
parent but are truly insurmountable for 
many foster parents.  The state only covers 
about 60% of the costs of basic care, 
leaving foster parents like Alison facing a 
chronic financial gap.  

Luckily, Alison knows that she can come 
to the Treehouse Wearhouse, a free store 
for foster youth, to get all of the items 
on her kids’ lists.  Alison’s kids look 
forward to the times they can come to the 
Wearhouse since the staff makes such 
an effort to keep it stocked with on-trend 
fashions that help them to feel great and 
fit in at school.  When shopping for a new 
school outfit last year, Alison’s daughter 

For caregivers like Alison Kenney, September is a time of new 
beginnings. Changes in the season mean new classes, friends, and 
routines for her two foster children. 

screamed with excitement when she 
found a pair of stylish boots--in her 
size!  Every morning before heading 
off to school, Alison tells her kids, “Be 
as successful as you can be today.”  
Watching her kids run out the door 
dressed for success brings Alison 
comfort knowing that her kids are 
ready to take on the world.  

Last August, more than 800 youth 
like Alison’s kids selected more than 
15,000 back-to-school clothes, 
supplies, and backpacks.  With 
your support, foster families like 
Alison’s can continue to count on the 
Wearhouse to ease the financial burden 
of cost in care. 

BRIGHT FUTURES AHEAD FOR TREEHOUSE 2013 CLASS

Treehouse youth and Governor’s 
Scholarship recipient, Don, certainly 
understands all about long, difficult 
journeys.  When he first went into foster 
care, he had been out of school for six 
years and had been diagnosed with 
social phobia due to isolation in his 
home.  He entered school as a 10th 
grader with little exposure to the world 
and had a challenging time envisioning 
what tomorrow would hold, much less 
his future post graduation.  He initially 
resisted the support of an Independent 
Living Program due to his social anxiety, 
and when Treehouse Education Specialist, 
Shelby Weitzel, offered her services, he 
wasn’t sure how his future trajectory could 
change with her help.  

When Shelby first looked at Don’s case 
file, she saw that the post-graduation goal 
listed was to be a janitor.  After speaking 

THE WEARHOUSE: HELPING KIDS 
DRESS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS

with his teachers and meeting with him, 
Shelby knew that this extremely private 
youth was quite bright despite his lack of 
formal schooling.  She had also learned 
that he had a hidden talent for fiction 
writing.  “He was missing an opportunity 
to strive for something greater based on 
his own dreams and strengths.  He was 
selling himself short,” shared Shelby.  
With encouragement from Shelby and 
his teacher, and affirmation that he was 
indeed talented, he finally voiced his 
dream to become a writer.  

Shelby started working with Don on a 
student centered plan that would help 
him map out exactly what he would need 
to do to achieve this goal.  The first step 
was getting him reengaged with the 
Independent Living Program.  He started 
working with a coordinator to learn money 
management skills and how to find and 

secure housing.  Shelby took him to visit 
local community colleges to expand his 
knowledge base and to ensure he was 
making informed decisions about his 
future.  Once his interest in pursuing a 
college degree was piqued, she helped 
him apply for the Governor’s Scholarship 
so that he would have the financial 
support he needed to pursue his dreams.

Now, with his high school diploma and 
Governor’s Scholarship in hand, Don plans 
to attend Shoreline Community College to 
earn a certificate in Writing and Directing 
for the Camera.  He acknowledges that it 
might not be the most practical degree 
for financial success, but fiction writing 
is his career aspiration.  “I’m not putting 
my dream in the back seat because I can’t 
be satisfied without it,” stated Don.  He 
will be attending the College Success 
Foundation’s Make it Happen program 

in July. Through his own initiative, 
Don completed skills training through 
Goodwill and has a part time job that 
he will keep while attending school.  

Little Wishes to Big Dreams:

Treehouse 
Twins Head 
to College 

Twins Kennajha and Kenneth have 
been a part of the Treehouse family 
since they were in 8th grade.  Life 
circumstances resulted in them 
taking on adult roles far too early 
in life in order to help raise their 
younger siblings.  Treehouse’s Little 
Wishes program enabled them to 
explore their interests and talents, 
develop relationships with role 
models, and most importantly 
recapture their childhood. 

After yet another move, Kenneth entered freshman year 
without his sister or any of his friends.  He had terrible grades 
and no motivation to improve them. In addition to getting him 
the educational supports he needed, Treehouse Education 
Specialist Annette Weis secured Little Wishes funding to 
pay for after school football.  Football provided him a daily 

For most of us, hearing the school bell ring 
was a signal that we could finally head off 
to a much beloved after-school activity—
soccer practice, ballet, or perhaps guitar 
lessons.  These social experiences were 
an important continuation of the school 
day, helped shape our lives outside of the 
classroom, and as research proves, helped 
our academic performance.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 
Dee Shines at the Front Desk

Dee Thierry was introduced to Treehouse 
when a close co-worker became a foster 
parent to two children. She soon learned 
how foster parents struggle to manage 
the costs of essential items not covered 
by the state like clothing, as well as 
important extra-curricular activities 
like school sports and music lessons. 
Dee learned that Treehouse helps kids 
thrive by providing the fundamental 
support services they need. After seeing 
Treehouse’s impact first hand, she 
immediately wanted to get involved as a 
way to support her friend.

The rest, as they say, is history. Dee has 
been a Treehouse donor, volunteer, and 
donation drive host for four years. She 
volunteers as a Front Desk Receptionist 
on Friday afternoons in addition to her 

full-time career at the Legal Foundation 
of Washington. When asked why she 
specifically enjoys dedicating her time at 
the front desk she said, “I love watching 
how the Treehouse staff come together to 
get things done. All sorts of people stop 
by the front desk looking for resources, 
help and general guidance, and many 
truly don’t know where else to go. The 
front desk becomes an information hub for 
these people whether I’m able to answer 
their questions, or connect them with staff 
or a partner agency. The work that is being 
done here at Treehouse is truly a miracle.”

Dee’s passion for philanthropy shines 
through to every person she welcomes to 
the Treehouse office. She endeavors to 
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create a warm and cheerful environment 
with the same enthusiasm she puts into 
summer and winter donation drives and we 
are so grateful for her years of dedicated 
service to Treehouse.

Volunteers like Dee help expand 
Treehouse’s ability to serve youth impacted 
by foster care by answering phones, 
helping with administrative projects, 
staffing fundraising events, sorting 
donations in the Wearhouse, helping youth 
shop for the perfect outfit, serving on the 
Board of Directors or a committee, and 
much more.  

Want to get involved?  Contact our 
Volunteer Coordinator at 206-267-5117 
or at volunteer@treehouseforkids.org 
today!

routine, helped him develop healthy relationships with his 
peers, and motivated him to keep his grades up. 

Kennajha had good grades, but was still unsure how 
she would reach her future goal to help women escape 
prostitution.  Recognizing that she just needed a little 
direction and support, Treehouse Education Specialist 
Essence Batson connected her with Ashoka Youth Venture 
Camp through Little Wishes.  The summer program for 
budding activists helped Kennajha develop her idea and 
create a business plan. Ultimately, she was granted $500 
to start up her own non-profit!  

In June, both Kenneth and Kennajha received their 
well-earned diplomas and began pursuing their dreams.  
Kenneth will attend Minot State University majoring in 
law enforcement.  Kennajha is headed to Clark Atlanta 
University to pursue business and law degrees before 
starting her non-profit.

Photo courtesy of 
College Success 
Foundation 

Friday, May 17th was no ordinary day for seven Treehouse youth.  They were atop Seattle’s tallest building 
receiving Washington State Governors’ Scholarships for Foster Youth from Governor Jay Inslee, State 
Representative Reuven Carlyle, and former Governor Mike Lowry.  The coveted scholarship recognizes the long, 
often difficult journey that foster youth take to higher education, and helps them continue their education and 
earn a college degree paving a path to a bright future. 

Treehouse’s Silver Anniversary 
Since its incorporation, Treehouse has served more than 75,000 youth in 
foster care.  We fulfill our mission by providing youth with academic and 
other essential support to help them graduate high school at the same rate 
as their peers with a plan for their future.
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AT&T AND TREEHOUSE: 
PARTNERING FOR CHANGE

“We are absolutely delighted with AT&T’s generous investment in improving the 
educational outcomes of our community’s youth in foster care.  We look forward to our 
ongoing partnership supporting this essential work that will ensure the future success 
of our community’s children,” remarked Janis Avery, Treehouse CEO, upon hearing the 
news.

Kimberly was equally excited when Bob Bass, President, AT&T Washington, shared the 
big news with her.  In fact she stated, “I’ve never been more proud to work for AT&T. 
It’s been incredible to witness the company invest so generously in the future of our 
community’s foster care youth. ”  Kimberly joined Treehouse’s Young Professionals 
Board this past September dedicated to making a positive impact in the lives of youth 
in foster care.  She has fully embraced the Treehouse mission since the very beginning 
and engaged her community, the AT&T family, to see how they could help support 
Treehouse’s 2017 graduation goal.  She learned that AT&T is committed to funding 
evidence-based educational initiatives that address graduation rates through its Aspire 

STAY CONNECTED FOR UPDATES

We are thrilled to announce a new partnership with 
AT&T, the employer of one of our very own Young 
Professionals Board Members, Kimberly Darrin.  In 
May, AT&T contributed $105,000 in support of the 
Treehouse Graduation Success program!  

TREEHOUSE TEA PARTY 
November 10, 1:00PM
The Norcliffe Estate

Join us for this wonderful Treehouse tradition! Enjoy 
an unforgettable afternoon of high tea at the amazing 
Norcliffe Estate, supporting youth in foster care. Mingle 
among thousands of vintage hats and select the perfect 
one to complement your outfit. Pose for a commemorative 
photo to mark the occasion and take in Norcliffe’s 
Victorian collections and breathtaking vistas. In the grand 
ballroom, you will enjoy an elegant afternoon high tea 
served on stunning antique tea service. Hear how you can 
help give foster kids a childhood and a future from Janis 
Avery, Treehouse CEO.

1:00 – 2:00PM Champagne Reception, Photos, Choose 
Your Hat

2:00 – 4:00PM Tea and Program

For more information contact Shaunessy Jones at events@
treehouseforkids.org or 206-267-5112.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DONATIONS 
JULY-AUGUST 

You can send foster kids in your community back to school 
with everything that they need to succeed!  See to it that no 
foster child in your community goes without the essentials 
by collecting cool clothes, sturdy backpacks, and money to 
pay for football, dance lessons, haircuts, and more.  Back-to-
School drive donations can be delivered to Treehouse during 
the following times, or by appointment:

Friday, August 16th, 9:00AM – 5:00PM
Tuesday, August 20th, 9:00AM – 5:00PM
Friday, August 23rd, 9:00AM – 5:00PM
Saturday, August 24th, 10:00AM – 2:00PM

Need to swing by at a different time?  No problem!  Contact 
Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.org or  206-267-5109 
to get everything arranged.

SUMMER OUTDOOR MOVIES IN THE PARK
August 18, Starts at Dusk 
Downtown Bellevue Park
10201 4th St. NE, Bellevue, WA
 
Bring your picnics, blankets and low-back chairs and enjoy a 
night at the outdoor movies before it’s back to school!  This 
family friendly FREE event will feature the film Chasing 
Mavericks on a giant 40-foot inflatable screen, and popcorn 
will be available for all.  Help a youth in foster care feel 
good and fit in this year by bringing along back to school 
clothing and backpack donations. 100% of donations benefit 
Treehouse!  For more information visit: http://www.inome.
com/summermovies.

TREEHOUSE 25TH ANNIVERSARY  
SILVER SOIREE
October 5, 5:30PM Reception / 6:30PM Dinner
Paramount Theatre

Join Treehouse at the historic Paramount Theatre for a 
special evening of celebrating 25 years of giving foster kids 
a childhood and a future.  Guests will dine on a sumptuous 
feast catered by Tom Douglas while enjoying  a celebratory 
program including a live auction followed by dancing to the 
soulful songs of The Voice’s Mycle Wassman plus special 
guests. 

Tickets start at $250/person or $2,500 for a table of ten.
RSVP by September 20. For more information contact 
Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5112.

TREEHOUSE SPONSORED EVENTS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us!
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Pin with us! NEW!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA
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18

October

5

July-August

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at: 
www.treehouseforkids.org/events

This is the year of big anniversaries at Treehouse.  Our longtime 
supporter, the RMG Group of Stifel’s Bellevue Branch, is 
celebrating 15 years of stocking up the Wearhouse with clothes 
that will enable hundreds of foster youth to feel good and fit in 
as they head back to school in September.  

The RMG Group has raised more than $170,000 over 
the years during their weeklong drives headed by team 
leader and cheerleader, Jennie Rush.  The team boasts 
100% participation by their 20 member office, which 
is no doubt due to their skillful approach to engaging 
and motivating their team to “get back on the bus” year 
after year.  

So what is the key to their success?  To start with they 
make it easy for their office to participate.  No runs to 
the mall are necessary, as they only collect monetary 
donations.  They also make it fun, introducing a new 
theme every year and fostering an environment of 
friendly competition.  This past year, everyone was 
prompted to channel their inner child racing their 
personalized paper school buses down a road that had 

We are so grateful that this wonderfully talented group of 
community leaders has joined us in our shared passion and 
commitment to improving the lives of youth in foster care.  
They will all be influential voices sharing the Treehouse 
mission with the community.  

As Board Members, they will provide strategic 
leadership and guidance, will serve as key ambassadors 
and fundraisers, and will assist in the planning and 
implementation of our 2017 goal: Foster youth in King 
County will graduate high school at the same rate as their 
peers with a plan for their future.  Thank you for your 
leadership and dedication to Treehouse Jacques, Jill, Larry, 
Lauri, Megan, Rachel, and Steve. Together, we are giving 
foster kids a childhood and a future.

TREEHOUSE WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Alexandra Brookshire, President
Linda Hunter, Past President
Juli Farris, Secretary
John Enslein, Treasurer
Tim Davis, Audit Committee Chair

Paul Abodeely
Rachel Antalek
Jill Ashton
Nichole Bockner
Kelly Burke
Kathy Elias
Megan Ferland
Jane Fredricksen
Tana Gall
Heather Giacoletto

Treehouse Board of Directors
Suzanne Greer
Lauri Hennessey
Kellanne Henry
Lisa Hoyt
Jacques Le
Carolyn Mallahan
Amy Mullins
Maria Olagunju
Steve S. Petersen
Steve Reed 

Shelby Stokoe
Tess Thomas
Wendy Truitt
Eden Waggoner
Larry Ward 
Linda Whatley
James Williams
Ken Withee

RMG Group Jumps 
“Back on the Bus”   
for 15th Year

A MESSAGE FROM 
JANIS AVERY, CEO

As we prepare for Treehouse’s 25th 
anniversary celebration this fall, I have 
been reflecting on all we have achieved 
and our goals for the future.  From very 
humble beginnings, we have built an 
organization serving more than 6,000 
foster youth each year, helping them to 
succeed in school, meet key material 
needs, and experience important 
childhood activities that every child 
deserves.  

This year, we have made tremendous 
strides towards our 2017 goal that foster 
youth in King County graduate high school 

at the same rate as their peers with a 
plan for their future.  We implemented 
the Graduation Success program, which 
provides every middle and high school 
youth in foster care in our community with 
the resources and education planning, 
monitoring, coaching, and support 
services that all kids need to graduate 
and thrive.  We thank visionary legislative 
leaders, our aspirational partners, who 
passed legislation and a budget that will 
make a difference for our state’s youth 
in foster care including $892,000 over 
the next two years to demonstrate the 
power of our approach. This past June, we 
celebrated success with our high school 
senior class of 39 students:

• 23 students graduated high school

• 20 students plan on attending college or  
   vocational training this fall

• 5 students were awarded Washington                                           
State Governors’ Scholarships 

   (2 additional students received     
scholarships through the Educational       
Advocacy Program)

• 15 of the 16 students not graduating 
have a plan for completion

While most Washiwngtonians are settling 
into their summer routines, the Treehouse 
team has already switched gears and is 
ramping up for the back-to-school season.  
The Wearhouse staff is busy stocking 
shelves with backpacks, school supplies, 
and fall clothing to make sure each foster 
child feels confident their first day of 
school.  Over the summer, our Education 
Specialists have been working hard with 
each Treehouse youth to create student-
centered plans defining their aspirational 
goals and educational path to their future.  

They have also worked closely with our 
Little Wishes team to ensure that each 
youth was engaged with a summer camp, 
leadership opportunity or credit retrieval 
program to catch up or accelerate skills so 
that all youth return to school on-track with 
their classmates.

We are eager to embark on the 2013-2014 
school year working towards leveling the 
playing field for youth in foster care.  After 
25 years, this work is still a community 
effort dependent on the passion, vision, and 
heart of our dedicated partners, volunteers, 
and donors. Thank you for all you do to 
enrich the lives of youth in foster care.

Blessings, 

The Treehouse Board of Directors is thrilled to announce the addition of seven new Board Members in 2013.   

grant program.  “It will take all of us working together and supporting the hard 
work of results oriented organizations like Treehouse to continue to improve 
graduation rates and preparedness for careers and college, especially for youth in 
foster care” Bob said.  We couldn’t agree more.  Thank you Bob and AT&T for your 
visionary leadership and helping ensure that all of our community’s youth succeed 
in school and have bright futures.

been constructed in the lunchroom.  Each donation 
helped their office get one step closer to the finish line.   
The final secret to their success: showing everyone in 
the office what their donation dollars accomplished. 
At the end of the week, a group of volunteers head out 
for an early morning shopping spree to spend all of the 
loot on hundreds of items for youth in foster care.  The 
volunteers line up firefighter brigade style, and bring 
the bags and bags of clothes into the office creating a 
Wearhouse-like setting in their conference room.

“There is something very humbling about seeing $1,000 
worth of teenage jeans stacked up,” commented Jennie.  
“Being able to make a visible difference at the ground 
level is what continues to motivate us. Seeing the 
towering piles of clothes and knowing where they are 

going makes it all very worthwhile.  We feel like we are 
making a difference,” added Jennie.

The Treehouse Wearhouse serves more than 1,800 youth 
each year, ensuring they have access to the items they 
need to feel confident, prepared, and ready to learn 
at school.  Inspired to host your own Back-to-School 
donation drive for youth in foster care?  We make it easy 
and fun!  Get the resources that you need to succeed by 
contacting Christine at drives@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5109.  

No time to host a drive?  No problem!  You can still 
contribute to the effort online by visiting us at 
www.treehouseforkids.org. 
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