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NEWS FOR CAREGIVERS

Foster youth in King County will graduate
high school at the same rate as their peers
with a plan for their future by 2017.

Look inside for important Back-to-School
Wearhouse shopping information!

ROOTS
Back-to-school

TEEN bbq

Free Event for Youth & Caregivers
Treehouse, Rainier Valley
comprehensive College and Resource
Saturday, August 10, 12pm-5pm
Fair.
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During the event, youth will be able to
learn more about the college experience
through hands-on workshops and a

NON PROFIT ORG.

Questions? Contact Michelle at michelle@
treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5140.

U.S. POSTAGE

Students and caregivers are welcome
to join their friends for a fun afternoon
of delicious BBQ food, games, and tons
of free resources for college and future
planning.

SEATTLE, WA

Each youth who attends the BBQ will
leave with a brand new backpack full of
school supplies, information about future
planning, and a full stomach. We hope to
see you there!

PERMIT NO.6100

Are your students feeling confused by
all of their options after high school
graduation? Join Treehouse and the
YMCA for an annual Back-to-School
BBQ at the Treehouse building.

Back-to-school shopping

Little wishes Activity of the Month:

For caregivers like Alison
Kenney, September is a time
of new beginnings. Changes in
the season mean new classes,
friends, and routines for Katie
and Jared, the two youth she
cares for. Back-to-School also
brings a list of expenses that
can seem unmanageable for
any parent. Luckily, Alison
knows that she can come to the
Treehouse Wearhouse, our free
store for foster youth, to get all
the items on her list.

Studies show that learning a new musical skill can have a positive
impact on a student’s academic and social skills.

Alison’s story

Alison’s youth look forward to the times
they can come to the Wearhouse,
especially during Back-to-School.
Wearhouse staff work hard to make
sure the store is stocked with on-trend
fashions.
When shopping for a new school outfit
last year, Alison’s daughter Katie
screamed with excitement when she
found a pair of stylish boots-- in her
size! Alison loves that she can count on
the Wearhouse to have the styles that
Katie wants most.
Alison’s son, Jared gets excited about
picking out a new backpack and filling
it up with supplies for the year. School
supply lists can be daunting, but the
Wearhouse has thousands of school
supplies ready for shoppers.
Shopping in the Wearhouse helps
cut expenses for Alison, but also
encourages a healthy start to her kids’
school year. Katie and Jared came to

piano

Through the practice of piano, many children find that they become more creative,
confident and disciplined. Committing to learn a new skill requires a student to
develop self-discipline and form healthy goal-setting habits. Research has shown
that practicing piano can also have positive benefits on school achievement.
A caregiver recently shared with Treehouse that since her child began piano lessons,
they’ve gone from getting below average grades to making the honor roll--twice! The
caregiver also credits piano lessons for helping their child gain confidence not only
academically, but also socially.
Current research shows that practicing piano can result in the following advantages:

her from a very unstructured environment,
and as their caregiver, Alison does
everything she can to make sure they feel
prepared and ready for a new school year.
Every morning before heading off to
school, Alison tells her kids, “Be as
successful as you can be today.” Watching
her kids run out the door prepared brings
Alison comfort knowing that Katie and
Jared are ready to take on the world.
This year, the Wearhouse is expected to
have more than 875 shoppers during
the Back-to-School season. We have
extended shopping hours to accommodate
families during this busy time. Please
see our calendar on page 4 to see when
our store is open, and visit us http://www.
treehouseforkids.org/about/contact-us/ or
call 206.267.5185 for more information.

• Children taking piano lessons have significantly higher language and
mathematics test scores than their fellow students who don’t study music,
regardless of household income level and education (and many caregivers
also credit piano for their children’s rising math grades).
• Evidence now shows piano lessons might help a child learn a 2nd
language and improve reading abilities in first languages.
• Studies have found that piano lessons improve creativity in youth of all
ages.
• Confidence and self-esteem can be gained from finding success in music.
• Having a balanced set of skills looks great on college applications.
• If students commit themselves to developing their skills, colleges may
offer music scholarships based on skill level.
With the start of a new school year approaching, now is a great time to enroll your
student in music lessons. If your youth wants to start taking music lessons, call
Little Wishes at 206-267-5125 for recommendations of instructors and to get help
with payment for classes.
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You can shop for each youth up to 5 times per
school year (with one “freebie” extra holidaythemed visit in December). We ask that you wait
at least 30 days between visits, and arrive at
least one hour before closing time to allow for
enough time to shop. Please bring a photo ID (for
caregiver or child) to show at check-in.
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Back-to-School Shopping: Special
Extended Hours
The Wearhouse has extended shopping hours in
August for Back-to-School shopping. Please note the
new hours on the calendar.
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Referral Period: JULY 1-JULY 31

Back-to-School BBQ: SAT, AUG 10, 12-5 PM
Treehouse
Join us for delicious food, games, and a college and
career workshops and resources. Free for middle and
high school youth and their caregivers. See page 1 for
more information.

Remember to remind your social worker to renew your
youth’s Treehouse Referral starting July 1st to receive
uninterrupted services.

Staff Bio

Devin Howell

Devin Howell has always had a passion for helping youth
succeed, no matter the obstacles they face.
As one of our 17 Education Specialists, Devin works with Middle and High School youth in
South King County to make sure that they succeed in school and in life.
Devin came to Treehouse in the winter of last year, and has been working directly with about 26
middle and high school youth since. Each week, Devin visits Cascade MS, Olympic MS, Rainier
MS, Auburn Riverside HS, Auburn HS, and Auburn Mountainview HS and meets with students
to help them stay on track in their classes and create plans for their future.
When asked what his favorite part of his job is, Devin replied “Developing strong relationships
with all the youth I serve, so they know they have someone in their life they can trust and feel
comfortable around.”
Devin will be working with his students to create Student Centered Plans over the summer. As
he gets ready for a new school year in September, Devin is looking forward to “preparing my
students for their upcoming school year. I am also very excited to see my seniors this year enroll
into colleges this fall!”
We are thrilled to have Devin as a member of our Education Specialist Team!

NEW!

Caregiver
Resources
Catholic Community Services offers programs and assistance for Kinship Caregivers
by providing information, assistance and referrals for: financial support, housing,
medical, dental, counseling, legal options, support groups, parent education, and
advocacy. Additional emergency support is available for unexpected bills for food,
clothing, transportation, school supplies, youth activities, band instruments, beds,
household supplies and utilities.
http://www.ccsww.org/site/PageServer?pagename=families_kinshipservices

STAY CONNECTED
Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Pin with us! NEW!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA

Fostering Together is dedicated to finding prospective foster homes, helping families
through the licensing process, and providing support for licensed foster parents to
ensure that they receive the support they need to successfully care for their children. As
experienced foster and adoptive parents, their liaisons can answer questions and offer
support from firsthand experience.
http://www.fosteringtogether.org

