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A Holiday to Remember Treehouse Partners Invest in Education Success for 
Foster Youth 

We’re thrilled to announce recent gifts from the Safeco Insurance Foundation, Sessions Family 
Foundation, and AT&T Wireless in support of our shared belief that students in foster care in King 
County deserve to graduate at the same rate as their peers! 

Tyler knows the unsettling feeling that comes with growing up in foster care.  Now a high school 
senior, he doesn’t take things like a new winter jacket, warm shoes, or a holiday gift for granted.

For most kids in foster care, the holidays are 
a time of wondering “Why is it di!erent for 
me?”  Separated from their birth family, they 
watch as their friends return to school with 
memories of happy family gatherings, winter 
vacations, and cool holiday gifts.  But this past 
December, over 6,000 foster youth across 
the State received a powerful message – that 
there was an entire community behind them 
that cared that they too had a memorable 
and joyous holiday.   

Thanks to you, Treehouse was able to serve a record-
setting number of youth between the Wearhouse – an 
onsite retail store where foster youth and families can 
shop for free – and our holiday gift program, made 
possible by funds raised from the 23rd annual 97.3 KIRO 
FM Holiday Magic Radiothon.  We are deeply grateful to 
the more than 250 individual and corporate drive hosts, 
who together collected 23,853 items (including warm 
winter wear, clothing, books, pajamas and toys), to serve 
over 900 Wearhouse shoppers.  We were blown away to 
witness such generosity come through our door!

A special and heartfelt thanks to the reporters, producers, 
and sta! at 97.3 KIRO FM for their e!ort, time and support 
in producing the 23rd Annual Holiday Magic Radiothon.  
In just 14 hours, 97.3 KIRO FM listeners helped raise over 
$320,000, which was used to purchase holiday gifts 
for over 5,400 foster youth – a record-setting number 
for Treehouse!  Continued State budget cuts and the 
economic downturn eliminated many of the local gift 
programs across the State last year.  Fortunately, these 
kids still found a holiday gift on their doorstep thanks to 
97.3 KIRO FM’s commitment to kids in foster care. 

We are so grateful for our continued partnership with 
the Downtown Seattle Association as the bene"ciary of 
the KING 5 Wonderland Holiday Carousel, and our friends 
at the Seattle Center Monorail, who generously hosted 
the "rst-ever “Ride into the Holidays” VIP event, just for 
Treehouse kids and families.  We’ll never forget their wide-
eyed, smiling faces as they whizzed by on the Carousel 
under the light of the Macy’s Star – a memory created just 
for them.  

On behalf of the hundreds of kids who walked through 
our Wearhouse doors last December, and the thousands 
more across the State who experienced their "rst holiday 
to remember, thank you! 

The Safeco Insurance 
Foundation has committed 
$25,000 in support of our 
Middle and High School 
Education Engagement 
program, which provides 
critical educational 
coordination, tutoring, 
and college and career 
planning services to 
Treehouse youth.  In 
addition, the Sessions 
Family Foundation has 
announced a $30,000 
gift in honor of Wendy 
Truitt, for her decades of 
service and leadership to 
Treehouse as a long-time 
donor, volunteer, and 
board member.   

In addition to our Foundation partners, we are excited to welcome AT&T Wireless as a new Treehouse supporter.  
This holiday, members of the AT&T Executive team presented a $20,000 gift to Treehouse, including an unrestricted 
$10,000 donation, and $10,000 in store vouchers.  Treehouse will be redeeming the vouchers this month for new tablet 
computers for the Treehouse Learning Center, where our youth come for afterschool tutoring support and help with 
credit retrieval.   

A special thanks to the Safeco Insurance Foundation and Sessions Family Foundation for their generous support, and to 
AT&T for providing the opportunity to “Rethink Possible” for our kids!

Treehouse kids pick out their horse before 
welcoming the holiday season with a special ride 
just for them.

Pictured Above: CEO Janis Avery accepts the award from AT&T alongside Downtown Seattle Association President 
Kate Joncas, Mayor McGinn, and AT&T Executives 

Kids Helping Kids Stay Warm 

As a foster child, there were times when he went without the things that most children see as necessities. That’s why 
during this past holiday season, Tyler and his adopted 
siblings worked tirelessly collecting items in a holiday 
drive for Treehouse. 

Tyler became involved with Treehouse through the 
Coaching to College Program, a resource he feels gave 
him the motivation to graduate from high school and 
plan for the future. When asked why he had such a 
strong desire to give back to kids in foster care, Tyler 
replied, “I looked at what life might be like from their 
shoes and realized that I remembered how it felt.” 

Throughout the holiday season, Tyler and his siblings 
collected items from friends and family, and even 
asked for donations for Treehouse from classmates in 
place of birthday gifts. In the end, Tyler and his siblings 
were able to donate a whole carload of items to the 
Treehouse Wearhouse, a place he remembers shopping 
at frequently. 
 
Tyler not only shines as a wonderful example of giving 
to his friends and family, but also as a role model for 
other teens.  “There are many kids and adults who need 
our help,” Tyler shared.  “We just need to step up and 
care.” 

Tyler and Brandon Cormier collect new winter coats 
for kids in foster care.



Throughout his career, Representative Carlyle has served as a champion for education 
success for foster youth, starting with “Passport to College Promise,” a bill that provided 
$2.7 million in funding to help make higher education a possibility for students in foster 
care.  Signed into law by Governor Gregoire in 2007, the Passport to College Promise 
Pilot Program provides scholarships to eligible foster students to assist with the cost of 
attending college (including tuition, fees, books, housing, and transportation); living 
expenses for up to "ve years of college; specialized support services and guidance 
from college sta!; priority consideration for the State Need Grant and State Work Study 
"nancial aid programs; and help "nding student employment. 

During the current legislative session, Rep. 
Carlyle has once again stepped up to the 
plate for kids in foster care by championing 
HB 2254, “The Educational Success for Youth 
& Alumni of Foster Care Act,” which addresses 
policy gaps that interfere with foster youth 
graduating high school and pursuing post-
secondary education. If passed, HB 2254 will 
help remove bureaucratic barriers, improve 
systems synchronization, and coordinate 
high quality wrap around services to promote 
educational success for foster youth.  In 
addition, the bill will make the Passport 
to College Promise program permanent, 
improve access for foster youth to the 
College Bound scholarship program, and 
facilitate data sharing between Children’s 
Administration, school districts, and 
education service providers.    

Representative Carlyle’s work has transformed the lives of thousands of kids in foster care 
in Washington.  Our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to Rep. Carlyle for his service, and for 
providing hope for a brighter future for the 10,000 foster youth in our State.  

For more information on Representative Carlyle and to view his blog, visit his website at  
www.reuvencarlyle.com.  

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO Taking a Stand for Kids 

We’re all familiar with the saying that it takes a village to raise a 
child, an adage that rings especially true for kids in foster care.  
Fortunately, Treehouse is surrounded by individual donors, 
business and community leaders, and policy makers who are 
willing to take a stand every day for our kids – including 36th 
District State Representative and long-time child welfare advocate, 
Reuven Carlyle.  

Educational Advocacy:  Making an    
Impact  

 
For many kids, making it to high school graduation day can be 
challenging.  For foster kids, it can seem impossible. 
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I hope this newsletter "nds you in the midst 
of a productive start to 2012!  At Treehouse, 
we have been grateful for this time of 
renewed focus and strength to advocate for 
our youth during the legislative session, and 
to engage in our work every day. 

Since the beginning of the year, the Treehouse Board 
and sta! have been working tirelessly to retain $650,000 
in State and federal funding for our Educational 
Advocacy program,  which improves enrollment, school 
stability, testing and access to educational services, 

appropriate school discipline, and academic progress for 1,400 kids in foster 
care across the State.   Our Educational Advocacy program keeps foster kids in 
school with needed services wrapped around them to ensure their success.

We are grateful for the leadership of Representative Carlyle and Senator 
Kilmer, who introduced companion bills HB 2254 and SB 6374, “The 
Educational Success for Youth & Alumni of Foster Care Act” to the legislature 
in mid-January.  If passed, the legislation will address policy gaps that create 
systematic barriers to school success and will have a transformative e!ect on 
the lives of kids in foster care.  If you have not already done so, I invite you to 
contact your legislators and ask them for their support to retain Educational 
Advocacy funding and pass HB 2254/SB 6374!  You can reach the legislative 
hotline by calling 1.800.562.6000. 

Recently, the Safeco Insurance Foundation, Sessions Family Foundation, and 
AT&T Wireless announced major investments in our ambitious goal to double 
the high school graduation rate for foster students in King County by 2017.  
We are deeply grateful for their partnership and support, which will be used to 
increase the capacity of our Middle and High School Engagement programs to 
serve an additional 200 Treehouse students during the 2012-2013 school year 
– the "rst major benchmark toward our "ve year goal.  

I would also like to extend our deep appreciation to everyone who supported 
Treehouse in 2011, particularly this past holiday season.  Thanks to the 
generosity  of our many donors, donation drive hosts, corporate supporters, 
community event hosts and volunteers, we were able to serve nearly 6,000 
kids between the Wearhouse and our holiday gift program – a record-setting 
number for Treehouse!  This would not have been possible without the 
support of our long-time partner, 97.3 KIRO FM, its sta! and listeners, all of 
whom made the 23rd Annual Holiday Magic Radiothon a great success.  

During a time of evolution and progress, thank you for your unwavering 
commitment to kids in foster care.

Blessings,

Janis Avery
CEO

PS - I hope to see you at our Annual Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon at 
the Sheraton on March 20th!  If you would like an invitation, please contact 
me.   

For more information on how you can “Speak Up” for foster kids by expressing your support for HB 2254 

to your legislators, and/or to view the full 2011 Educational Advocacy report, please visit our website at 

www.treehouseforkids.org.

Research shows that students in foster care fall behind their peers on every educational 
measure including grades, test scores, attendance and discipline.  Many are surprised to 
learn that the on time graduation rate for foster students in King County is about 35%, 
less than half the rate of their peers (approximately 80%).  

There are a multitude of underlying factors that cause this disparity, particularly for foster 
kids who experience multiple changes in home and school placements.  With each school 
transition, it’s estimated that students in foster care fall 4-6 months behind their peers.  
Without a set of State-mandated guidelines in place, it is up to the discretion of each 
school how fast the child is enrolled, whether or not they accept transferring credits, and 
how disciplinary matters are handled.  In many cases, teachers are not made aware that 
the student is in foster care, and that negative behavior in the classroom can be the result 
of untreated social, emotional, and mental health conditions caused by the trauma and 
loss that they’ve endured.  

Fortunately, Treehouse is able to step in when these challenges occur.  In partnership with 
the Washington State Department of Health Services, our Educational Advocacy program 
provides e!ective, collaborative, educational advocacy and coordination services to 
eliminate barriers to school success.  Now in its tenth year, program results can be seen in 
the thousands of foster children and youth who are faring better in school today because 
they have an Treehouse Ed Advocate by their side.  

As a learning organization, we are constantly exploring how our program delivery can 
be strengthened and improved, while also identifying our successes.  We are pleased 
to report that in 2011, Treehouse Educational Advocates were able to serve over 1,200 
students in foster care by helping them navigate the school system, appeal school-
imposed discipline to minimize further time out of school, reduce school absences due to 
home placement changes, and retrieve past credits.   



Treehouse Events

Champions for Foster Kids
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 – 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Downtown Sheraton  – 1400 6th Avenue, Seattle
Join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year at our 11th Annual Champions for 
Foster Kids Luncheon!  For information on becoming a Table Captain or registering to 
attend, email Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org to have a table held 
for you or visit our website at www.treehouseforkids.org/champions2012. 

Save–the–Date for the Seattle Foundation’s GiveBIG! 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012
Mark your calendars for the biggest day of giving of the year in King County, and 
stretch your gift when you make an online donation to Treehouse on May 2!  For more 
information, visit the Seattle Foundation website at www.seattlefoundation.org.   

Interested in supporting Treehouse? Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 
for information on giving and volunteering.

Community Events for Treehouse
Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse

QFC Checkstand Charity Donations for Treehouse 
February 26 – March 23, 2012
All Washington QFC Locations 
 
Support kids in foster care while buying your groceries at QFC!  QFC locations across 
the State are going to be accepting checkstand donations for Treehouse.  Ask your 
checkout clerk to add a donation to Treehouse!

4th Annual Beard & Stache Fest 
March 2012 
Bar and Co!ee Shop Venues Across Seattle 
   
Seattle’s coolest competition of the year starts up again this March for another season 
of facial hair, fun, and friends! Join us as teams compete for Seattle’s favorite mustache 
or beard at various events across the city. All funds raised will be donated to Treehouse. 
Check out the o#cial Beard and Stache website (www.beardandstachefest.com) for 
info on a number of events being held over the next two months. You can also follow 
updates on Beard & Stache’s Facebook and Twitter pages.     

 
Noble House Foundation “Do It for Love: Renew Hope”  
Saturday, March 3, 2012 – 6:00 pm 
Franklin High School, Seattle

Join Treehouse and the Noble House Foundation for a chance to give back to the 
community during a night of music, entertainment and art. The family-friendly event 
will feature select performers from across Washington and will raise funds to support 
Treehouse! Admission is free with a suggested donation. 
   

Sleep Country USA Pajama Bowl for Foster Kids  
Sunday, April 22, 2012

Ladybug Organic Kitchen

Support a local business and Treehouse when you purchase organic, healthy baby food 
from Ladybug Organic Kitchen in Seattle! Fifteen cents of every bag purchased will 
be donated to Treehouse! Click here to check out their website and place your order:  
www.LadybugOrganicKitchen.com.    

Every Kid Deserves a Champion

Mark your calendars for the 11th Annual Champions for Foster Kids 
Luncheon and help give foster kids a childhood and a future!

Dashawn Patrick: A Champion for 
Foster Youth  

 
We are thrilled to announce Dashawn Patrick – a former 
professional baseball player for the Seattle Mariners, author, 
national speaker, coach and passionate advocate for youth in foster 
care – as our special guest speaker at this year’s Champions for 
Foster Kids Luncheon! 

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

We hope you’ll join us at the Seattle Sheraton on Tuesday, March 20th for an inspiring 
hour as Treehouse youth share their personal stories and successes.  We invite you to 
attend to learn more about the direction of Treehouse, and our ambitious goals ahead!  
With your help, we hope to raise $825,000 to give foster kids a childhood and a future.

The Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon is an ideal opportunity to invite your friends, 
family, and colleagues to learn more about foster care and the ways that Treehouse 
helps foster kids succeed in school and in life.  Thanks to our Superhero Challenge Pool, 
every gift of $250 or more will be matched 100% and every gift of $1,000 or more will 
be matched at 200%!   In addition to our Superhero Challenge Pool sponsors, we also 
look forward to honoring siblings Tom & Grace Fox, Trident Seafoods, and the Downtown 
Seattle Association for their partnership and  their outstanding commitment to bettering 
the lives of kids in foster care.     

Wondering how YOU can join 1,200 fellow Treehouse 
supporters as a champion for foster kids on March 20th? 

Fill a table of 10 as a Table Captain or come with a friend!  If you are unable to attend on 
the 20th, you can still host a table in your name or business name or donate toward our 
goal.  For more information, email Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org, or 
visit our registration site at www.treehouseforkids.org/champions2012.   

Add Us to your 
Google+ Circle!

Like us!
facebook.com/

Exclusive Title Sponsor  Premier Partner

A former foster youth, Patrick graduated from Ballard High School before being signed 
by the Mariners as a center "elder – the same year as his former teammate Ken Gri!ey 
Jr.  While professional baseball was not his life-long 
calling, Patrick credits the experience with “providing 
direction in his life.”  Shortly thereafter, Patrick earned 
his degree from the University of Washington and 
wrote his "rst book, “And Some RISE Above It.”  For 
Patrick, the motivation for the book stemmed from 
his desire to “help change the culture of foster care 
by inspiring foster youth to live beyond the statistics 
of those aging out of the system.” 

His dedication to changing the outcomes for youth 
in care is the driving force behind YIC Launch 
Pad, an organization Patrick founded that infuses 
the concepts of ownership, accountability and 
completion for Youth In Care. YIC Launch Pad’s motto 
is “inspire the child, change the culture.”

Patrick was honored with the Seattle Mariners “Inspire the Future Award” in 2009. Given 
in recognition of his investment in the lives of young people, Dashawn Patrick is the 
embodiment of paying it forward.

The 2012 Annual Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon is presented by:

Grab your friends, family, and colleagues and enjoy 
a day of bowling for a great cause...in your pajamas! 
Funds raised by each team will be used to support kids 
in foster care. Stayed tuned from more information from 
Sleep Country USA on assembling and registering your 
team to support Treehouse.  For more information on 
this year’s event, visit: www.pajamabowl.com.   



Mustaches, Beards & Goatees, Oh My!
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It takes a unique and creative mind to pair facial hair and fundraising 
– but now in its fourth year, Seattle’s annual Beard & Stache Fest has 
turned into a highly anticipated city-wide celebration.  Created and 
hosted by the talented sta! at The World is Fun, 100% of the proceeds 
raised during the event go directly to Treehouse programs.  

So how exactly does a "sherman’s beard translate into support for kids in foster care?  
Fuzzy-faced participants are put into teams of "ve, with a photo of each contestant placed 
on the outside of an empty paint can (aka a donation bucket).  Each team is sponsored 
by local venues across the Sound (think King’s Hardware, Pies & Pints, the Walrus and the 
Carpenter, and the People’s Pub to name just a few), where the buckets are prominently 
displayed during the month of March.  The three individuals and overall teams who 
inspire the most quarters – or dollars – in their cans win prizes.  

The Beard & Stache Fest is expecting 125 contestants this year, including returning 
contender Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn.  The Fremont Troll was set to compete with 
a 10-foot-long mustache, but unfortunately has to stay clean-shaven throughout his 
renovation – we’ll look forward to seeing him next year.  

A special thanks to The World is Fun, and all of the participants and venues who 
make the Beard & Stache Fest possible every year!  For more information, visit 
www.beardandstachefest.com, or follow on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
beardandstachefest or @beardstachefest on Twitter for updates on events taking place at 
participating venues throughout the month-long festival.     
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Treehouse Donation Drive Hosts: Leading by Example 
    All year round, Treehouse relies on hundreds of drive hosts to help 

ensure that the shelves of the Wearhouse stay stocked for our 
kids.  Without them, it would be impossible to meet the need for 
clothing, shoes, books, and toys – items that all children need to feel 
con"dent, comfortable, and connected. 

Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, 
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

Winter 2012

It’s estimated that with each 
change in home or school 
placement,  foster kids lose 4-6 
months of academic progress.

Contestants arrive at the High Dive in Fremont to kick off the festival. To view 
more pictures of the event, visit the Seattle Times photo gallery online. 

COBALT.  Not only did Cobalt collect gifts and 
donations from its employees, it also made a meaningful 
corporate gift – sending a powerful message that standing 
behind foster kids is a shared commitment.    

This past holiday, we were inspired to see several of our drive hosts take their support to a 
whole new level for Treehouse kids! 

THE 5TH AVENUE THEATRE.  We 
were blown away when our friends at The 5th Avenue 
Theatre called to say that their patrons and sta! had 
donated 502 pairs of new shoes for foster kids through its 
perfectly themed Cinderella Shoe Drive – in just six weeks! 

CA TECHNOLOGIES.  CA Technologies has 
become an expert at maximizing its annual holiday drive 
for Treehouse.  This past winter, they found an anonymous 
donor to match cash donations made by its employees, 
in addition to the company match.  Combined, they 
quadrupled their support for foster kids – and that doesn’t 
even include the holiday gifts that were collected! 

Online Drive host SARA 
REYERSON.  Through emails and social media, 
Sara was able to inspire $2,200 in generous contributions, 
in addition to hosting a holiday donation drive! According 
to Sara, “participating in the Treehouse holiday drive was 
one of the most magical, energizing things I’ve done in 
a very long time! My networks were eager to lend their 
personal connections, "nancial donations and shopping 
savvy to help create a special holiday for kids in care.”

Wondering how you can join our group of drive hosts 
to make a di!erence for Treehouse kids?  Scan here or visit 
our website at www.treehouseforkids.org/get-involved to 
get started.  


