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Miranda’s Story:
Overcoming All Odds
Many of us can remember the feeling of
panic that ensues when you’re a child
and, for a split second, you find yourself
separated from your parent in a store.
Usually, they’ve just let go of your hand for
a brief moment while they pick up an item
or proceed through the check-out line. But
for some kids in foster care, that fear isn’t a
fleeting emotion. For Miranda, it wasn’t. At
this year’s Champions Luncheon, Miranda
moved the audience with her powerful
story of trauma and loss, resiliency and
determination.
At the age of five, Miranda’s mother took her to a
shopping mall in the middle of the night and told her
she’d be right back. Miranda waited for hours. The next
morning, a security guard found her and asked how long
she had been alone. At five years old, all should could
reply was, “I don’t know. . . since it was dark.” Miranda was
placed with her dad and stepmom, where she suffered
from physical, sexual, and emotional abuse for the next
ten years.
At the age of fifteen, Miranda began to question whether
she wanted to live. When she tried to take her own life,
she was placed in a group home. When she arrived at the
“home,” she had exactly five possessions: a nightgown,
two shirts, a pair of stretch pants, and some socks.
Fortunately, Miranda was referred to Treehouse, where
she was able to access the Wearhouse and pick out
clothes and other necessities that she wanted to wear –
instead of what her father forced her to wear. When she

2012 Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon:
A Record-Setting Year
On Tuesday, March 20th, the Sheraton Seattle ballroom was bustling with anticipation as cochairs Joe & Carolyn Mallahan and Doug & Jeri Donnelly welcomed the crowd of more than
1,100. CEO Janis Avery presented awards to Trident Seafoods, Downtown Seattle Association,
and siblings Grace and Tom Fox for their outstanding support of Treehouse and kids in foster
care.
A strong line-up of amazing foster youth speakers brought laughter and tears to the audience. Brave, adorable 10-yearold Mi’Tyanna sang “Beautiful” by Christina Aguilera and got a standing ovation. Johnnie Jones, foster mom to more
than 20 youth over the past 15 years, talked about how Treehouse is an unwavering support system for her and her kids.
Eighteen-year-old twin star athletes,
Terrance and Tyrrell, thanked Treehouse
for 15 years of support – paying for
sports and camps, free shopping in
the Wearhouse, and tutoring. Twentyyear-old Ben came to the U.S. from
the Congo three years ago speaking
no English and having survived the
war in his homeland. Because of his
steadfast focus on school, he will
graduate and go to college in the fall.
Miranda, a resilient young woman
with a heartbreaking story of survival,
touched many hearts. She turned her
life around by sheer will and hard work
and will graduate from high school
this year and go on to Southern Utah
College. All of the speakers are the first
in their immediate families to graduate
from high school and go on to college. They thanked Treehouse for helping them stay on track and reaching their
education goals. Keynote Speaker Dashawn Patrick, a former Mariners baseball player and local foster care alum, deeply
moved the crowd with stories of his own champions.
The luncheon raised an astounding $926,000 (and counting), proof that so many do care. We can’t thank our champions
enough for their generosity!
Pictured Above (from left to right) – Champions youth speakers Terrance and Tyrrell, Miranda, Keynote Speaker
Dashawn Patrick, and Ben congratulate each other on sharing their personal stories of life in foster care.

Ben’s Story: A Tale of Survival
Originally from the Congo, Ben came to the U.S. three years ago at the age of 17. When he
arrived, he didn’t speak English and had no formal education.

tried on her pile of all-black clothing and her first pair of
jeans, she realized that she was finally free from her father
and able to make her own decisions. From that point
forward, Miranda took control of her life.
Despite having moved multiple times between freshman
and senior year, with the support of Treehouse, Miranda
managed to stay on-track academically and will be
graduating this spring from West Seattle High School.
For Miranda, making it to graduation day is more than a
tremendous accomplishment – it’s a second shot at life.
Through Little Wishes, Miranda was able to purchase her
cap and gown, which she’ll wear proudly as she walks
across the stage and is awarded her diploma in June.
With the support of Treehouse staff, Miranda was
accepted to Southern Utah College, where she’s excited
to start a new chapter come fall. We are so proud of
Miranda’s incredible resiliency and strength, and we can’t
wait to watch her future unfold!

His mom passed away when he was five and his father
traveled frequently for his work, so Ben grew up in his aunt’s
care. When he was five, the war broke out, and he vividly
remembers his 11-year-old cousin literally carrying him on his
back as they tried to escape the rebels. The next 12 years of
his life were focused on one thing: survival.
Ben eventually made his way to the U.S., but assimilation was
hard. Disconnected from his family forever, he was placed
with strangers who didn’t understand his background, culture,
or language. In American school, he was constantly teased
for his heavy accent. There were many times he wanted to
quit. But, with the help of his foster family, social worker, and
Treehouse, Ben persevered. He will graduate from Garfield
High School this spring.
Ben thanked Treehouse for helping him in many different
ways – for providing free clothes to help him fit in in a foreign place, motivating him to stay on track in school, and
providing the academic support he needed to achieve his goals. The Little Wishes program paid for his class ring, which
carries deep meaning for Ben as a symbol of all he has overcome, from survival to succcess. He hopes to attend Seattle
University through the Fostering Scholars Program, where he plans to study business and use his education to make a
difference in the Congo.
Ben’s amazing journey has been more than just physical miles. Today, he is a survivor and an emerging leader. We know
he will continue to grow, and use his education to make a meaningful difference in the world!

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO
It’s beginning to feel like spring has arrived
in Seattle – the air is getting warmer, the
daylight longer. It’s always about this time
that our city seems to launch out of the
hibernation of winter into a burst of new
activity. At Treehouse, it’s one of the most
meaningful and rewarding times of the year,
as we celebrate National Foster Care Month
in May and prepare for our youth to achieve
a great milestone – high school graduation.

CEO Message...

While making it to graduation day alone is a remarkable accomplishment
for foster youth, many of our students are well-positioned to pursue a postsecondary education plan due to the support and commitment of our
Education Engagement staff. Every week there is a new beaming face around
Treehouse as another one of our students proudly shares a college acceptance
letter. This year, several of our students have been awarded the Washington
State Governors’ Scholarship for Foster Youth and college acceptance
letters have arrived from around the country, from Central Washington to
Duke University. We are so proud of our kids’ hard work, perseverance, and
determination, and know they are on their way to a bright and promising
future!
At the 11th annual Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon last month, we
experienced some of these powerful stories firsthand. The courage and
resilience of our youth moved us to laugh together, to cry together, and to
make an incredible difference together. I want to express my deepest thanks
to our event co-chairs, Superhero Challenge Pool Donors, event sponsors,
table captains and more than 1,100 guests who helped us raise a recordsetting $926,221 for Treehouse programs. The success of the luncheon is a big
step in the right direction as we prepare to serve three times the number of
youth over the next five years. Based on our research, we know that we need
to serve our kids more intensively and longer for greater impact to ensure
that they make it to high school graduation day. Your early investment in this
goal was made clear through your generous support, and we thank you. We
all believe that students in foster care in King County deserve to graduate
from high school at the same rate as their peers. Together, we will continue
building the road to hope and possibility for our kids.
If you were unable to attend this year’s event, I invite you to learn more about
our goal by viewing the video from our 2012 Champions for Foster Kids
Luncheon. You can scan the QR code below, or follow the YouTube icon on the
homepage of our website.
As we celebrate National Foster Care Month in May, I also invite you to
consider new ways in which you can engage with Treehouse. Whether you’re
a donor, volunteer, or general supporter, there are a multitude of meaningful
and rewarding ways to be involved. Throughout the month, we’ll have a list of
suggestions on our website homepage describing how you can engage your
personal and professional networks to help raise awareness and direct support
for kids in foster care. You can also help celebrate the month by marking your
calendars for the Seattle Foundation’s GiveBIG campaign on May 2nd. All
donations made to Treehouse through the Seattle Foundation’s website on
this day will be stretched by a sponsor pool. Last year, GiveBIG marked the
biggest day of charitable giving in the history of King County, and raised more
than $60,000 for Treehouse!
As we close the legislative session, I would like to extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation to our legislative Champions, particularly Representative
Carlyle and Senator Kilmer. Their leadership and commitment to kids in foster
care led to the passage of HB 2254 (The Educational Success for Youth and
Alumni of Foster Care Act), and HB 2248 (Foster Care to 21). Now signed into
law, this legislation will have a transformative impact on helping foster kids
remain on track to high school graduation, and have access to the financial
support and structure required to pursue a post-secondary education plan.
Thank you for joining us in giving foster kids a childhood AND a future. We
wish you all the best for a colorful and renewing spring!
Blessings,

On the Path to a Bright Future
As we celebrate the academic accomplishments of Treehouse
seniors this spring, we are equally proud of Treehouse 8th grade
students Kimijah and Paris, who have been awarded scholarships to
attend Lakeside School and Blanchet this coming school year!

Parents of students in private schools are familiar with the rigorous nature of the
application process and the hours and resources it takes to help their child prepare for
interviews and entrance exams, develop a personal statement, request recommendations,
and collect all of the necessary forms and requirements. For families without the same
resources, access to private education is filled with obstacles – especially without a
vehicle or online access. Fortunately, in these cases, Treehouse Education Engagement
Coordinators are there every step of the way to help our students and families
successfully navigate these challenges.
Kimijah’s dream of attending Lakeside was
sparked when she participated in a campus
visit with some of her classmates from Aki
Kurose Middle School. She remembers
being in awe of the campus and grounds,
and how “grown up” the environment felt.
When Sandy, her Treehouse Education
Engagement Coordinator, encouraged her
to apply, she started thinking of Lakeside as
a realistic possibility. For the next several
months, she worked tirelessly with Sandy’s
support to complete the online application,
practice for her interview, and complete
the study guide for the entrance exam.
When Kimijah recalls the day her
acceptance letter arrived at her apartment,
her eyes light up with pride and
excitement. “I finally received something in the mail,” she said, “but it was thicker than a
regular envelope. I remember being so nervous as I reached in and pulled out a Lakeside
gym bag.” A current honors student and athlete, Kimijah knows she’s going to have to
work harder than ever before, but she’s ready for the challenge. “I’m just trying to learn
as much as I can,” Kimijah shared. “I’m trying to get somewhere.” Given what she has
overcome in her young life, we know that Kimijah has the strength, determination, and
intelligence to reach the stars – quite literally. She is fascinated by astronomy and wants
to eventually pursue a degree in science.
When Paris’ school counselor told her she had the grades to apply to a private Catholic
high school, she started to think about her future in a different way. With the help
of Alexis, her Treehouse Education
Engagement Coordinator, Paris received
tutoring in science and math and worked
hard on her essay writing skills as she
navigated the application process. As
Paris focused on her schoolwork, Alexis
helped orchestrate behind the scenes,
working with Treehouse and school staff
to cover the application fee, and keep the
paperwork organized and on-track.
Paris is already thinking about how she’s
going to fit all of her extracurricular
interests into her schedule – like choir,
dance, cheer, drama, and Spanish. Not
to mention how she’s going to find the
time to pursue her growing passion for
animal welfare, which even includes
“caring for worms!” For Paris, acceptance
into Blanchet is just one step among many toward her ultimate goal of becoming a
veterinarian – which she is excited to share requires a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
degree.

Treehouse Board of Directors
Linda Hunter, President
Alexandra Brookshire, President Elect
Paul Abodeely, Vice President
Kathy Elias, Vice President
Jane Fredricksen, Vice President
Kellanne Henry, Vice President
Cindy Paur Singleton, Vice President
John Enslein, Treasurer
John McGlynn, Secretary

Board of Directors
Nichole Bockner
Kelly Burke
Tim Davis
Juli Farris
Tana Gall
Heather Giacoletto
Suzanne Greer
Lisa Hoyt
Anne Marie Kessler

Amy Mullins
Maria Olagunju, Board Fellow
Steve S. Petersen
Tess Thomas
Wendy Truitt
Eden Waggoner
Linda Whatley
Ken Withee
James Williams

Scan the QR code to view the video from our 2012 Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon.

Collaboration in Action:
Preparing Alumni of Foster Care
for Adulthood
For most kids, thinking about their high school graduation day
brings a sense of freedom and excitement. But for students in foster
care, entering their senior year can often bring on feelings of
anxiety, unpredictability, and fear. Without a family support
structure to rely on, foster students are left to face the challenges
of independence on their own. Due to the trauma, loss, and lack
of consistency throughout their life, foster care alumni are often
unprepared for the realities of adulthood.

Treehouse Events
Treehouse Open House

Tuesday, May 10 – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
2100 24th Avenue South, Suite 200, Seattle
Come see your donation in action at a happy hour open house hosted by Treehouse!
Learn about Treehouse programs and our exciting goals while listening to live
music provided by the Local Strangers! Food and drinks will be provided. RSVP at
www.treehouse.kintera.org/openhouse. PS - You can leave your checkbook at home!

Community Events for Treehouse

Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse
GiveBIG!

Wednesday, May 2 – Midnight – Midnight
While most teens rely on parents or extended family to help guide them and provide
lessons in basic life skills – how to balance a checkbook, write a grocery list, prepare for
a job interview, and rent a first apartment– it’s common for foster kids to spend these
years just struggling to survive. For most college kids, there’s a home to return to during
winter, spring, and summer breaks when the dorms close, and the subconscious security
of knowing there’s a safety net in the event of a personal or financial emergency.
Now imagine being a teen aging out of care without these basic life skills, without a
support system, and without a plan for the future – in the midst of struggling with PTSD
or serious depression caused by childhood trauma. With this picture in mind, it’s not
surprising that foster care alumni experience significantly higher rates of homelessness,
early pregnancy, incarceration, and drug addiction than their peers.

The Seattle Foundation Website (www.seattlefoundation.org)
Join The Seattle Foundation and Treehouse in a community-wide online giving
challenge! Watch your donation grow when The Seattle Foundation and generous
local sponsors match part of every gift given during the day to the Seattle Foundation’s
Giving Center. Donors will also be entered to “win” an additional $1,000 donation
to Treehouse from GiveBIG sponsors. For more information, contact us at donate@
treehouseforkids.org or 206.267.5143. You can also scan the QR code below to make
your online donation on May 2!

Doncaster Sample Sale to Benefit Treehouse
Friday, May 4 – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Wall Street Clothiers, 2448 76th Ave. SE, Mercer Island
Pick up the hottest women’s fashions & accessories (handbags, jewelry, scarves and
more!) for spring and summer at 50% off! All sizes available 0 – 22, XS-XL (W0-3).
Fifteen percent of proceeds benefit Treehouse. Check out the Doncaster Collection at
www.doncaster.com.

Trends for Treehouse

Wednesday, May 16 – 7:00 pm

Bahama Breeze at Westfield Southcenter
Experience this exclusive charity event for Treehouse, showcasing summer styles from
retailers you love, complimentary beauty touch-ups, a raffle, swag bag, and more!
Ticket price includes two drink tickets. Tickets are $25 when you enter in the early bird
discount code “ Treehouse” online or $35 general admission at the door. Buy tickets
online at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/229455.

Jellies for Joy Parade Ensemble

Saturday, June 16 – 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Fremont Solstice Parade

Thanks to our partners at the YMCA Independent Living Program, young adults who
housing.

Fortunately, we have the power to change these outcomes for our youth through
early intervention and collaboration with other nonprofit groups like the YMCA and
its Independent Living Program. At Treehouse, our Education Engagement staff work
tirelessly to ensure that our teens are actively working toward an employment or postsecondary education plan well before they leave care. During this time, Treehouse is
fortunate to be able to refer our students across the hall of The 2100 Building to the YMCA
Independent Living Program.
Once referred, our students work with a YMCA resource specialist who helps them secure
safe, affordable housing – often within the Y’s own housing programs for alumni of foster
care. In addition to housing, the YMCA Independent Living Program provides ongoing
training for young adults including job preparation and training classes, life skills courses,
and assistance obtaining important documents like their birth certificate, social security
card, and driver’s license. The YMCA also helps young adults apply for and budget their
Chafee funding (a small, annual stipend provided by the state to all foster care alumni).
This funding is often used for basic needs like furniture, cleaning supplies, groceries, or a
first month’s rent deposit. Since the funding does not cover all essential items, the YMCA
is also able to cross-refer young adults back to the Treehouse Wearhouse and Little Wishes
program, to cover additional clothing and basic care needs.
For any family, successfully launching a teen into adulthood is a significant undertaking,
even under the best of circumstances. For kids in foster care, it requires an entire
community of support, and because no agency can do it alone, a commitment to
nonprofit collaboration. A sincere thanks to our colleagues at the YMCA and the
Independent Living Program for their partnership and shared commitment to ensuring
that alumni of foster care have access to the support services they need to transition to
adulthood, and go on to lead productive and satisfying lives.

Ever wanted to be part of a parade? Now’s your chance – and you can support
Treehouse at the same time! The Jellies for Joy ensemble will swarm the streets in
umbrella jellyfish costumes along with a ferocious shark, a surfer & a lifeguard, bringing
smiles & laughs to all. Find out more at http://jelliesforjoy.wordpress.com.

Laurel Gifts

Open Fridays and Saturdays - 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
911 North 45th St., Seattle

Laurel Gifts has re-opened! Stop by to browse its excellent selection of discounted
Holiday items, lamps, jewelry, and antiques, with all proceeds donated to Treehouse to
support youth in care. Questions? Call 206.763.4000.

Stay Connected to Treehouse Online!
Like us!
facebook.com/

Add Us to your
Google+ Circle!

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets
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The average high school
graduation rate for students
in foster care in King County is
approximately 35%.
Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings

If your household receives more than one copy of this publication,
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.
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A Heartfelt Thank You to All of Our Heroes
On March 20, more than 1,100 caring and committed members of our
community heard the inspiring stories of Treehouse youth at the 11th
annual Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon.
Presenting Sponsor

Premier Partner

The support that Treehouse receives from our corporate sponsors and the leadership
donors that form the Superhero Challenge Pool made it possible for Treehouse to not
only ensure that every dollar raised goes directly to supporting programs for foster youth,
but also that every gift of $250 or more is matched dollar for dollar. Thank you to our
sponsors and challenge pool donors for leading the way in being champions for kids in
foster care!

Superhero Challenge Pool
Super Superheroes ($25,000+)
Eve & Chap Alvord
Connie & Steve Ballmer
Alexandra Brookshire & Bert Green
Holt Family Advised Fund
Sheri Kersch Schultz & Howard Schultz
Jim & Jan Sinegal

Superhero Sponsor

Superheroes (10,000+)

Hero Sponsors

Janette & Bill Adamucci
Tracy & Ron Bundy
John & Christine Enslein
Bruce & Lynn Gibson
Joseph & Carolyn Mallahan
Ashley O’Connor & Mike McCready
David & Linda Wilson
Anonymous (3)

Champion Sponsors

Challenge Sponsors

KPMG LLP
Nintendo of America
Russell Investments
Starbucks Coffee Company

BNY Mellon
Booz Allen Hamilton
Casey Family Programs
Cobalt
College Success Foundation
Columbia Bank
Deloitte

Dorsey & Whitney
Foster Pepper, PLLC
McKinstry
Seattle University
Short, Cressman & Burgess, PLLC
Vision Media

Jane & Jim Fredricksen
Michael & Lynn Garvey
Kellanne Henry
Linda & Philip Hunter
Alison & Glen Milliman
Grace Nordhoff & Jonathan Beard
Jeannie & Bruce Nordstrom
Steve & Becky Petersen
Shelly & Michael Reiss
Linda & Tony Whatley
Anonymous (3)

Heroes ($2,500+)

Michael & Lisa Anderson
Cindy & Dan Brettler
Bobbe & Jon Bridge
Jeff & Susan Brotman
Mitzi & Chris Carletti
Jeff Chen
Champions ($5,000+)
College Success Foundation
Paul & Carol Abodeely
Marta & Lucio Dalla Gasperina
Vicki & Dean Allen
Timothy & Helene Davis
Karyl & Elias Alvord
Jack & Suzanne Edwards
Janis Avery and Mary Kabrich
Pamela & Robert Eshelman
Angie Buysee & Cynthia Per Lee
Linda & Terry Finn
Jeri & Doug Donnelly
Carolyn & John Fletcher
Juli Farris
Bradley Fowler & Linda Pedersen Fowler Tana & Andrew Gall

Carlene Gaudette
Suzanne Greer
Frances Ann Hayes
Margot Kenly & Bill Cumming
Susan Shanbrom-Krabbe & Moe
Krabbe
John & Jackie McGlynn
Patti & Mike Meyers
Alana & Peter Morris
Dawn Rains & Heather Laird
Paracle Advisors LLC
Laurie Rosen-Ritt & Steve Ritt
Arthur & Ellen Rubinfeld
Raymond & Linda Russo
Thomas Thompson & Lisca
Borichewski
Wendy & Jim Truitt
Eden & Hank Waggoner
Maggie & Douglas Walker
Ruth & Todd Warren
James F. Williams
Anonymous
In Appreciation of Janis Avery

