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Honoring Our Graduates Helping Students Prepare for Back-to-School Success

Fortunately, there’s good news.  At Treehouse Summer Academy, foster students are able to ful!ll two critical needs that 
all kids deserve:  fun and engaging opportunities for summer learning, AND access to academic support to start the 
school year on-track and ready to learn!   
 
Thanks to your support, there’s more good news:  this year, we’re expanding our High School Summer Academy 
program!  Instead of one High School Summer Academy in Seattle, we’ll be hosting four intensive one-week Academies 
throughout the Puget Sound to better serve foster youth entering the 10th-12th grades.  For our high school students, 
Summer Academy is a time to focus on graduation requirements and to begin seriously thinking about their future.  
This year, programming will include participation in service learning projects (a high school requirement for most), a 
professional job shadow based on individual interest, and college orientations and tours.  
 
At this year’s Middle School Summer Academy, students will focus on building core skills and comprehension in 
math and language arts to prepare for the high school transition.  We’re thrilled to be teaming up with two partner 
organizations this year to provide forward-thinking programming to our youth:  Technology Access Foundation and Arts 
in Motion.  Middle School students will also have the opportunity to take a variety of !eld trips around the city, including 
Deloitte Consulting, where they’ll apply their skills to a real-life business project! 
 
And there’s one !nal piece of good news: Thanks to our friends at AT&T, our Middle and High School Summer Academy 
programs sta" will have on-site access to advanced web-based curriculum and online learning activities through 
wireless tablet computers – a !rst for Treehouse!  Earlier this summer, AT&T donated 17 tablet computers so sta" can 
access new online resources to provide more relevant and engaging programming for our youth.  The tablets will also 
allow our High School Summer Academy students to access Aventa, an online credit retrieval program, so they can 
complete missing credits over the summer.  

We look forward to sharing inspiring stories and successes from this year’s Middle and High School Summer Academies.  
Stay tuned on our website and Facebook, Twitter, and Google+ pages for updates!  

Treehouse Graduate Spotlights

At Treehouse, we are so incredibly proud of the accomplishments of all of this year’s 
graduates.  Students in foster care overcome huge obstacles to make it to graduation day, 
and we applaud their hard work!  The following pro!les provide a brief glimpse of their 
successes.  As you read this, we hope you will join us in a silent round of applause as we 
acknowledge their extraordinary e"orts and goals for the future!

For most kids, opportunities for learning are a natural part of the summer break 
experience.  You might remember trips to the library for summer adventure stories, 
exploring tidal pools at the beach, and learning how to measure ingredients for a fresh-
picked berry pie.  For kids in foster care, these kinds of summer activities are rare. 

Graduating high school is an important 
milestone for every student.  For teens in 
foster care, the sense of accomplishment and 
meaning is even more powerful.  As one of 
our graduating seniors explained, “I knew if 
I could make it to graduation and get into 
college…I’d get a second shot at life. ”  
 
For students in foster care, graduating from high school 
requires a level of determination and perseverance 
unknown to most to successfully overcome the 
emotional, mental, and systemic barriers that confront 
them on a daily basis. 
 
Yet each year, we observe the incredible strength 
and resilience of our students as they continue to put 
one foot in front of the other toward the !nish line.  
With added support and guidance from Treehouse, 
many successfully graduate and go on to pursue 
their dreams.  Out of the 40 high school seniors in the 
schools Treehouse served during the 2011-2012 school 
year, we were able to successfully engage 33 students.  
We’re thrilled to share that out of these 33 students, 27 
received their diploma or GED, three are continuing for 
a !fth year, and one is pursuing a GED.  Thanks to the 
tireless work and commitment of Treehouse Education 
Engagement sta", these students have been accepted to 
the following colleges, universities, and post-secondary 
programs for the upcoming 2012-2013 academic year! 

Bellevue College 
Central Washington University 
Clover Park Technical College 
Construction Apprenticeship Program at  
Seattle Vocational Institute 
Eastern Washington University 
Everett Community College 
Green River Community College 
Highline Community College 
Northwest University 
Renton Technical School 
Seattle Central Community College 
Seattle University 
Southern Utah University 
Trinity Lutheran College 
Washington State University 
Whitworth University 
 
Treehouse students have also been awarded 
the following scholarships: 
 
Act 6 Scholarship 
Cobalt Mortgage Scholarship 
College Success Foundation Leadership 1000 
Scholarship 
Fostering Scholars Scholarship 
Lutheran Community Foundation Scholarship 
Mount Baker Community Scholarship 
Northwest Education Loan Association Mentor 2 College 
Scholarship 
Pride Foundation Scholarship 
Washington State Governors’ Scholarship for Foster 
Youth

If Anthony looks familiar to you, perhaps it’s because you saw his picture earlier 
this year in the Sports section of the Seattle Times.  A gifted athlete, Anthony spent 
his senior year breaking football records for Renton High School.  This past year, it’s 
clear how hard Anthony worked on the !eld.  O" the football !eld, he worked just 
as hard to make it to graduation day.  With the support of his Treehouse Education 
Engagement Coordinator, Anthony earned his diploma last month, after scoring a 96% 
on his senior project.  Anthony is still considering his options for fall, but is hoping 
to play football for Colorado Mesa College.  If the opportunity is presented, he’ll be 
reporting for practice – and school – starting in August.  Anthony dreams of playing in 
the NFL, or exploring a career in sports medicine.  

A graduate of Kentwood High School, Temika feels “relieved” and “excited” to have her 
diploma in-hand!  She is most proud of her !nal project and presentation, which she 
had to complete on a very short timeline in order to graduate this year.  Temika has 
applied to the International Academy of Design and Technology, where she hopes to 
start in the fall.  She isn’t sure where her future will lead her, but she’s passionate about 
music and art, speci!cally singing – which she did in the Kentwood School Choir – and 
drawing.

Since she came to the U.S. alone from Burma at the age of 15, Seng has been working 
hard to build a bright and promising future.  A smart and talented student, Seng 
completed AP classes in Calculus and Chemistry at Renton High School, where 
she graduated with honors in June.  Outside of school, she volunteered regularly 
through Catholic Community Services where she helped care for aging seniors and 
tutor refugee children and families.  A recipient of the Leadership 1000 Scholarship, 
Seng is preparing to start classes at Bellevue College this fall, and has visions of 
pursing a degree in architecture.  Eventually, she hopes to use her degree to support 
infrastructure projects in developing nations.
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Treehouse Education Engagement Coordinators work closely with school sta" – 
particularly teachers and counselors – and administration to e"ectively address the needs 
of each school’s population of foster students.  Currently, Treehouse employs ten full-time 
Ed Engagement Coordinators to serve students on-site at 24 di"erent middle schools and 
high schools in King County. 

While each Treehouse Ed Engagement Coordinator’s role is unique to the school 
population they support, they have several characteristics in common – all are deeply 
committed to their students, wear multiple hats (usually while going at 100 mph), and 
apply a laser-beam focus to a common goal:  helping students in foster care succeed in 
the classroom!

Students living in foster care face many academic challenges unknown to their 
classmates, and sometimes, to the entire school community.  It’s common for foster 
youth to have to transition from multiple homes and schools during their time in care.  
With each transition, it’s estimated that foster youth lose four to six months of academic 
progress.  Because curriculum isn’t standardized across school districts in Washington, 
students who are forced to move to a new district often arrive behind in credits.  In 
the midst of dealing with recurring emotional trauma, foster students are thrust into a 
constant cycle of playing catch-up.  

Treehouse Education Engagement Coordinators serve as a liaison between the student 
and school leadership to help ease this transition for foster students, and ensure they 
remain on-track to matriculate to the next grade.  Each day, Ed Coordinators collaborate 
with school administration to ensure credits from past schools are transferred and/
or recovered.  They provide individualized tutoring and support with school projects, 
work with teachers to develop Individualized Education Plans and manage behavior, 
recommended special education services as needed, and ensure foster students have 
everything they need to be successful at school, like supplies, a sturdy backpack, an extra 
change of clothes for gym class, and funds for school fees.   

According to Letitia Hobbins, a substitute school counselor at Highline High School, 
Treehouse Ed Engagement Coordinators provide a critical line of support for both 
students AND school sta".  With the deep budget cuts in education, school counselors 
simply do not have the capacity, time or resources to fully serve all of the students 
on their caseload.  Currently, Letitia is responsible for providing support to nearly 
350 students each year, a number of whom are in foster care.  Having a Treehouse Ed 
Engagement Coordinator on-site to provide comprehensive support to this group not 
only bene!ts the students, but also helps facilitate communication about the students’ 
well-being, so everyone – teachers, administration, and sta" – are on the same page. “  In 
a school setting, it’s common for di"erent people to have di"erent pieces of information 
about the status of a student,” explained Letitia.  “But with the support of our Treehouse 
Ed Engagement Coordinator, we’re able to develop a full picture of the situation, and 
respond in the most e"ective way possible to help the student succeed.”  

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO Collaboration In Action 

Ensuring that our students make it to high school graduation day 
requires a commitment to collaboration – particularly with the 
public school system.
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September 13, 2012
5:30 – 9:30pm
Interbay Golf Center
 
Here’s how it works: Teams of four to six golfers raise money to compete for awesome 
prizes and that warm fuzzy feeling of helping foster youth. There is a $30 entry fee 
per player and each team will raise a minimum of $500. The more you raise over 
$500, the better your chances to win prizes. Plus, the more donations you receive, the 
more Madness Money you get to “buy” – increasing your chances of winning! 

Entry fee includes: one drink ticket, live music, good grub, and admission to one very 
happenin’ shindig. 

Like Treehouse on Facebook and follow FORE! 
on Twitter to stay up-to-date on event details 
(search for “forefosterkids”).  

For more info or to register visit:   
www.treehouseforkids.org/fore-foster-kids.  
You can also contact us at  
events@treehouseforkids.org for more info 
on becoming an event sponsor or team 
captain!   

Space is limited.  You must be 21 or older to 
participate. 

FORE! Foster Kids:  It’s Mini Golf Madness!  Are you Game?

When I was growing up, summer was 
always a special time – especially because it 
meant that fall was just around the corner.  
There is something deeply nostalgic about 
the crunch of fallen leaves, the sight of 
sharpened pencils, and the anticipation 
of !nally getting to wear that perfect new 
out!t for the !rst day of school. Looking 
back, I realize that some of my favorite 
summer activities were really opportunities 

for summer learning – experiences that helped me start the next school year 
excited, prepared, and ready to learn.  At Treehouse, we’re working hard to 
provide the same experience for students in foster care through dynamic and 
engaging summer learning programs, and by providing access to the social, 
emotional and material supports that all kids need for a successful start to 
the new school year.

Thanks to the hard work and commitment of our education programs 
leadership and sta", I am thrilled to report that we are serving a record 
number of middle and high school students during this year’s Treehouse 
Summer Academy.  With your support, we’ve expanded our Academy 
programming to serve high school students at four locations throughout the 
greater Seattle area, to more e"ectively meet student and caregiver needs.  
Our partnership with AT&T is also helping us incorporate web-based learning 
activities into our middle school Academy programs – a big motivator for 
our students!  These kinds of innovations mark a signi!cant step forward in 
reducing the e"ects of summer learning loss for our youth, and in ensuring 
that they return to school on-track with their classmates. 

The upcoming 2012-2013 school year is a critically important one for 
Treehouse as we re!ne our new Education Engagement program model, 
to achieve our strategic goal that students in foster care in King County 
graduate at the same rate as their peers by 2017.  After 18 months of 
research, planning, partnership development, and systems alignment, we are 
excited to be piloting several new intervention strategies this fall.

I am pleased to share that our accomplishments over the past year have 
positioned us well to test these new strategies among the !rst-ever 
Treehouse “cohort.”  We will track the progress of this cohort, comprised of 
about 100 students in foster care who will be entering 8th grade this fall and 
are the Class of 2017, over the next seven years to learn the most important 
and e"ective interventions to achieve high school graduation.  I invite you 
to view my message in the 2011 Annual Report on our website for more 
information on our progress toward the goal.  Together we can, and will, 
discover new solutions to help students in foster care graduate from high 
school with a plan in place for their future.

As we approach the !nal stretch of summer, I want to express my deepest 
thanks and appreciation to all of the individuals, organizations, and 
businesses who have already signed-up to host a back-to-school drive for 
Treehouse.  For all kids, !tting-in at school can be a challenge.  For youth in 
foster care, it can feel impossible.  So you can imagine how much it means 
to our students when they arrive at the Wearhouse to shop for their big !rst 
day – full of anticipation and excitement – and !nd our shelves stocked with 
backpacks, school supplies, books, and fall clothing and shoes.  YOU make 
this experience possible, and we thank you!  To learn how you can help our 
kids return to school con!dent, prepared, and ready to learn, please visit 
our website at www.treehouseforkids.org/bts.  As always, if you have any 
questions or comments, please be in touch.  

Until then, we wish you all the best as we eagerly await the sound of the 
school bell, calling us back to class.

Blessings,

Janis Avery, CEO

Treehouse Board of Directors
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Jane Fredricksen, Vice President
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John McGlynn, Secretary
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Nichole Bockner
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Tim Davis
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Lisa Hoyt
Anne Marie Kessler

Amy Mullins 
Maria Olagunju, Board Fellow
Steve S. Petersen
Tess Thomas
Wendy Truitt
Eden Waggoner
Linda Whatley
Ken Withee
James Williams



Treehouse Events

FORE! Foster Kids: A Mini-Golf Fundraiser
Thursday, September 13, 2012, 5:30 - 9:30 pm 
Interbay Golf Center
Fore! Foster Kids is where mini-golf meets happy hour—all for a great cause. Like 
Treehouse on Facebook and follow FORE! on Twitter to stay up-to-date on event 
details (search “forefosterkids”).  For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at 
206.267.5112, email events@treehouseforkids.org, or visit www.treehouseforkids.org/
fore-foster-kids.

Back-to-School Donation Drop O" Days
Treehouse Wearhouse 
2100 14th Avenue S., Suite 100 

Friday, August 17             9 am – 5 pm         Early Bird Date! 
Tuesday, August 21         9 am – 5 pm 
Friday, August 24             9 am – 5 pm 
Saturday, August 25       10 am – 2 pm 
 
Drop o" new clothes and backpacks for foster youth ages !ve through 18, and take a 
tour of the Treehouse Wearhouse to see how your gift impacts our kids!

Interested in supporting Treehouse? Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 
for information on donating and volunteering.

Team Up for Nonpro!ts Gigs4Good Concert Bene!tting 
Treehouse 
Thursday, August 16 
Venue TBA shortly 

Community Events for Treehouse
Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse

Back-to-School, Back to 
Basics:  Youth Fashion Trends 
for Fall

For many young adults, !tting in among friends and classmates 
is hard.  For youth and teens in foster care, the intense pressure of 
!tting in at school can feel overwhelming.  Fortunately, instead of 
being labeled as “di"erent” in yet another way from their classmates, 
there is a place foster youth can come to feel and look the same as 
other students, from the !rst to the last day of school.

With fall just around the corner, we’ve received a couple of recurring questions from our 
Wearhouse donors regarding clothing donations.  For our donors already in the back-to-
school spirit and ready to shop or clean out their closet, we hope the below FAQ will serve 
as a helpful guide!
 
“I want to make a donation, something your kids will be 
excited about, but I’m not sure what youth and teens are 
wearing.  What’s considered ‘trendy’? 

Two words:  Skinny Jeans!  Skinny jeans are the most sought after item for all ages, boys 
and girls.  Teen girls are especially interested in the bright colored, acid wash, and printed 
skinny jeans.  Additionally, dark wash jeans, solid color leggings, and straight leg jeans in 
junior’s sizes 0-3/4 and 13-22 are a popular trend.  Other back-to-school girl’s clothes in 
high demand are hip blazers and bomber jackets, cute and striped tops, long cardigans, 
and lightweight sweatshirts.  In addition to skinny jeans for our teen boys in men’s sizes 
28-38, the Wearhouse is also looking for belts, dark wash or boot cut jeans, and long 
basketball shorts.  Popular teen boy tops for back-to-school include plain and solid 
colored t-shirts, cardigans, and casual plaid.  Graphic tees and hooded sweatshirts $y o" 
the Wearhouse shelves!

“Does ‘trendy’ mean brand name only?”  

Not at all.  On-trend, fashion-forward clothing does not have to be expensive or be brand 
name only.  There is now a wide array of more a"ordable retailers (think Target, Wal-Mart, 
JCPenney, Zumiez, H&M and Forever 21) that carry fashion-forward clothing lines at a 
fraction of the cost, and competitive back-to-school sales at Macy’s and Fred Meyer).  
With that in mind, some lower-cost, desirable brand names appreciated by teens include 
Apple Bottoms, Baby Phat, and South Pole.  New and like-new North Face outerwear & 
accessories are always in high demand among our youth and teens!   
 
“What is your greatest need in terms of school supplies?”

Our greatest need for school supplies are sturdy backpacks and messenger bags.  Since 
it’s common for youth in foster care to move between multiple homes and schools, the 
stronger the material, the better!  Teen boys and girls both love hip, patterned, and fun 
colored messenger bags as well as sporty school bags and black backpacks.  
  
A huge, heartfelt thanks for helping students in foster care start the school year feeling 
con!dent and ready to learn!  Questions?  Please feel free to contact the Wearhouse at 
206.767.7000.

On-Trend Girl’s and Boy’s Fashion Styles for Fall 

Like Us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

+1 us!
Visit www.treehouseforkids.org and click on our Google+ icon 

Foster Kids 5k 
Saturday, August 18, 8 am - 12 pm
Marymoor Park, Redmond 
You’re invited to run/walk to support foster kids in King County!  Anyone can 
participate - baby joggers and dogs are welcome!  More info at www.fosterkids5k.org.

The World is Fun! (TWIF) Community Cinema Project
Sunday, August 19 (evening - times TBA)
Gasworks Park, Seattle 
In partnership with the Community Cinema Group, The World Is Fun! will be co-
hosting a free showing of “The Goonies” on a 40-foot big screen! In addition to all of 
the movie fun you will also have the opportunity to come learn about local nonpro!t 
organizations, like Treehouse, and try some delicious local snacks. Stay tuned for more 
details at www.theworldisfun.org!

Community Donation Event  
Sunday, August 19, 10 am - 3 pm
Sunrise Financial Services  
2108 Southwest 152nd Street, Burien 
Can’t make it up to Treehouse to drop o" your Back-to-School donations? 
Come by Sunrise Financial service and save yourself a trip!  More info at www.
sunrise!nancialservices.net.

Reserve your calendars for Thursday, August 16, for 
Team Up for Nonpro!t’s largest concert to-date!  
Team Up brings together musicians and talent to 
produce unforgettable music events that bene!t 
local nonpro!ts like Treehouse -- and trust us, the 
line-up for this event will be unforgettable!  It might 
even make music history.  Stay tuned for the line-up 
and special guest announcements on Team Up’s 
website:  www.teamupfornonpro!ts.org.  You can 
also scan the QR code for more information.  
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Regence BlueShield:  A Community of Giving 
“Regence is committed to the community where our members, 
employees and their families live and work.  Knowing that by 
partnering with Treehouse, Regence may have an impact on 
improving the educational future of children in foster care is 
inspiration enough for us to be involved.”  

Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, 
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

Back-to-School 2012

Between 1,100 and 1,400 youth 
are in foster care on any given 
day in King County.

Little Wishes, Big Impact 
Involvement in extra-curricular activities can be a transformative 
experience for kids in foster care, and gives youth the chance to 
meet new friends, coaches and mentors.
  
Research shows that involvement in extra-curricular activities can also help 
improve a student’s attendance, behavior and course completion at school!  Over 
the years, it’s been incredible to see the ripple e"ect take place right in front of 
us – a single gift has the ability to change the academic course of a student for a 
month, a year, or for the rest of high school and beyond. 

Back-to-School Little Wishes: 

$250 – Pays for a high school foster student to join the football team, including a 
uniform, helmet, mouth guard, pads and cleats
$100 – Provides an opportunity for a foster youth to discover their creative side 
with a musical instrument rental for an entire year
$75 – Covers a laptop rental for a high school student for the entire school year, to 
help them stay connected during changes in home or school placements
$60 – Ensures a student in foster care will have a haircut every two months for a 
year so they look and feel their best at school
$50 – Covers the cost of a school yearbook, to help foster youth remember a stable 
time and place in a life of uncertainty
$30 – Ensures that a foster youth is able to order school pictures, to trade with their 
classmates and friends 

“Some employees were so enthusiastic they took multiple back-to-school wish list tags!”  
Hosting the drive was also a great way to build camaraderie among sta", by working 
together to make a meaningful contribution to an important cause.  “Regence employees 
were excited to see the displays throughout our o%ce, and the fact that they represented 
support for our local community,” explained Yeoman.  With one successful drive under its 
belt, Regence is gearing up for this fall.  So what’s Yeoman’s advice for other businesses 
and organizations interested in hosting their !rst drive this year? 

With Regence as a partner, inspiration is a two-way street.  In 2011, Regence 
demonstrated its commitment as a leader in corporate philanthropy and community 
involvement when it con!rmed its $200,000 investment in a powerful vision:  that by 
2017, foster youth in King County will graduate from high school at the same rate as their 
peers.  Collaborating with lead investors like Regence is certainly inspiring.  But since our 
partnership began, we’ve also been deeply moved by the company’s commitment to 
engage its employees to make a di"erence in additional ways, including organizing teams 
to volunteer in the Wearhouse and participating in annual Treehouse fundraising events 
like the FORE! Foster Kids mini-golf tournament.

Last year, Regence employees also hosted an incredibly successful back-to-school 
donation drive for Treehouse.  They set up our back-to-school donation display – 
complete with colorful, personalized wish list tags clipped to a clothesline – on each $oor 
of their building.  According to Celicia Yeoman, Community Investment Relationship 
Manager for Regence, the success of last year’s drive is really a re$ection of its culture, 
where support for local nonpro!ts is an integral part of its identity.  Last Fall, “Regence 
employees jumped at the chance to support Treehouse kids,” commented Yeoman. 

Interested in learning how 
you can start a Treehouse 
back-to-school drive at your workplace?  Visit our website at 
www.treehouseforkids.org/bts for more information on getting started!

Last year, Regence employees collected enough gear to send 788 
youth back-to-school ready to learn.  That’s enough students to !ll 26 
classrooms!

Recruit internal 
volunteers to lend a 
hand!  Regence learned 
this lesson quickly 
after the outpouring of 
support and involvement 
last year.  Once people 
are engaged, “it’s helpful 
to have an internal sta" 
team to help collect 
the donations and 
replenish the display 
tags” suggested Yeoman.  
They’ll $y o" the 
clothesline fast!  


