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Paying It Forward:
From Treehouse Kid to
Treehouse Donor
Diana McKune understands the emotional
scars that can be created by a life in
the foster care system. Throughout her
childhood, she bounced between countless
homes and schools.
When she finally found a family she felt a connection
with, an administrative mix-up by her social worker
caused another endless string of transitions, including
time in a group home. Despite these enormous
obstacles, Diana always had a love for learning and was
determined to graduate and earn a college degree.
Finally, at age 18, she attended one school for the entire
academic year. Fortuitously, she was connected to the
Treehouse Coaching to College Program her senior year
of high school, where she learned about the Fostering
Scholars program at Seattle University. Diana applied,
was accepted, and spent the next four years studying
hard, volunteering at the Juvenile Detention Center, and
working as a nanny.
With just a few credits left to go, Diana was able to walk
with her class last spring. She expected to return to SU
last summer to finish a couple of missing credits and
embark on her new life as a college graduate. Then, in
June, she was involved in a pedestrian accident where
she was pinned between a vehicle and a commercial
truck. The accident caused serious injury, and
temporarily forced Diana into a wheelchair while she
began the recovery process.
Words cannot express how moved we were this fall
when, in the midst of her world being turned upside
down, Diana managed to drop-off a pile of back-toschool donations for our kids. Prior to the accident, she
had spent an entire afternoon picking out the exact toys
and books she wished she had when she was in foster
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care, like roller skates. She bought a copy of “Hands are
Not for Hitting,” for the Wearhouse book nook, since it’s
a concept that “many foster kids are learning for the first
time.” Diana even found a bike on Craig’s List, which she
bought in exchange for the bike she remembers taking
home from the Wearhouse as a foster teen. Diana was
on a tight budget at the time, but found a way to stretch
her graduation gift dollars to make a lasting impact.
As she continues her recovery, Diana is also planning her
next step in life – applying to law school and pursuing a
career in child welfare law. We feel honored to know her,
and can’t wait to watch her change the world!
Together, we can follow Diana’s example and fill the
Wearhouse with new and like-new clothes and toys
this holiday season! Making an individual donation
and/or hosting a holiday donation drive is a great way
to help make sure foster kids have a brighter holiday.
For more information, contact Lindsay at lindsay@
treehouseforkids.org or 206.267. 5109.

Kids Helping Kids Capture the Holiday Spirit
“Now look at the camera and smile…one, two, three…perfect!” With the click of a button,
our foster youth are given a wonderful gift – a positive moment in time that they can hold
onto.
Last holiday season, Treehouse families and kids lined up in the Treehouse Building for a memorable holiday experience.
For foster parents and relative caregivers, professional family holiday portraits are often an expense that simply isn’t in
the budget. Thanks to the Youth in Focus (“YIF”) Holiday Portrait Project, Treehouse families will be able to capture the
spirit of the season once again this year without having to worry about the cost.
For the last 15 years, YIF has provided free after-school intensive photography training to help disadvantaged teens
develop personal voice, positive identity, and social and artistic skills. Freelance Project Manager and YIF Faculty member
Sherry Loeser was inspired by the win-win outcome of the Holiday Portrait Project in 2010. The Project gave YIF teens
the opportunity to put their creative and technical skills to the test, setting up the portrait studio (think backdrop,
lighting and gear), and posing Treehouse families and youth in the image.
But perhaps most importantly, the Holiday Portrait Project gave YIF teen alumni a chance to realize they had something
to give back to the community. Sherry remembers hearing the excitement and rush in the young photographers’ voices
as they stopped to compare images between shoots. The opportunity to photograph Treehouse youth and families
helped YIF teen alumni bond over a common purpose – using their unique talent to give foster kids a brighter holiday.
This year, YIF is expecting over 50 Treehouse families to make an appointment for portraits. In addition to the shoot,
professional prints will be provided free of charge, thanks to in-kind services offered by Panda Photographic Lab. A
heartfelt thank you to YIF and its talented teen alumni for bringing joy to so many Treehouse families and kids this
holiday season!
Looking for a photographer for your office holiday party, special event, or personal family portraits? The Freelance
Project is able to offer low cost photographic services for almost any visual need. Student photographers are
compensated for their time, and are paired with a professional mentor photographer who accompanies them to the
location. For more information contact Sherry at freelance@youthinfocus.org, or 206.407.2126.

The One Eighty Foundation: Making an Impact
At Treehouse, it’s no secret that we believe one of the greatest gifts we can give our kids
is equal access to — and opportunities to succeed in — education. So we were thrilled
when long-time Treehouse corporate supporter One Eighty/Leisure Care announced the
formation of its Foundation earlier this fall to improve the lives of children and families in
the Pacific Northwest.
Shortly after its founding, Treehouse received more
wonderful news: the One Eighty Foundation was ready
to make a $250,000 commitment toward our goal of
doubling the high school graduation rate of foster youth
in King County by 2017! The Foundation’s gift will be
instrumental in our ability to provide tutoring, college
and career readiness, and education case management
for over 1,000 youth in the foster care system over the
next several years.

they’ll feel a greater sense of joy as they do so snuggled
in a new pair of their very own pajamas.
We cannot thank One Eighty/Leisure Care and the One
Eighty Foundation enough for their vision and their
incredible commitment to improving the lives of kids
in foster care. We deeply admire their leadership in
corporate philanthropy and community involvement,
and are proud to call them our partner!

The relationship between Treehouse and One Eighty/
Leisure Care goes back nearly a decade, when the
company held its first holiday pajama drive for foster kids.
One day while volunteering at the Treehouse Wearhouse,
two One Eighty/Leisure Care employees stumbled on
some pajamas in the back room, which they took out
onto the floor. The pajamas quickly flew off the racks,
as caregivers explained how fortunate they felt to find
cozy, well-fitting pajamas for their kids. When they went
to re-stock the floor, the supply of pajama donations
were gone. When the employees returned to work and
shared their story, One Eighty/Leisure Care vowed to do
what they could to ensure that every foster kid in the
Treehouse system would have year-round access to new
pajamas.
Since then, One Eighty/Leisure Care has helped ensure
that thousands of foster kids have a cozier holiday.
For all kids, bedtime rituals are important. For foster
kids, the simple act of changing into a new pair of warm
pajamas, crawling into bed, and turning out the light
provides a sense of comfort, routine, and structure. Many
of our foster youth will be unwrapping their first holiday
gift this season. Thanks to One Eighty/Leisure Care,

One Eighty/Leisure Care collected over 2,000
pairs of pajamas in 2010 alone through individual
donations and employee-run drives – that’s enough

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO
Greetings Treehouse friends and family,
One of our favorite times of the year has
arrived, and we’re busy making sure this
holiday season is a magical time for our
youth! While it’s no secret the holidays are
one of the busiest times of the year, it’s also
a time of reflection and gratitude for all of
life’s blessings.
At Treehouse, we are fortunate to be blessed with one
of the greatest gifts of all – the opportunity to give
foster kids across the State happy holiday memories,
like the ones we cherish from our own childhoods. This
winter, our youth will have the opportunity to experience the awe of watching
the Macy’s star light up in Westlake Park, the comfort of picking out a warm
winter outfit, and the excitement of unwrapping a new gift meant just for
them—all thanks to you.

CEO Message...

The holidays are a time when foster kids need us most. This season, many of
us will gather in celebration to give thanks with beloved family and friends.
For foster kids, the holidays can be a painful time, as they are reminded of the
family they have temporarily – or in some cases, permanently – lost. It can be
a time of loneliness and grief as they wonder “why is it different for me?” At
school, foster kids further feel the divide, as their friends return from winter
break with stories of trips, holiday pictures, and new gifts.
During this time, caregivers are working hard to make sure our youth aren’t
left out, and that they too have happy holiday stories to share. The Wearhouse
is one important way we support caregivers during this emotional and chaotic
time. Thanks to our generous donors, drive hosts, and volunteers, caregivers
can shop for free for new toys, books, electronics, and warm winter clothing
for their kids. The KIRO 97.3 Foster Child Holiday Magic Radiothon is another
way we make sure over 4,500 foster kids return to school with their own
holiday story. We invite you to tune in on Thursday, December 8th between 5
am and 7 pm, and learn how you can help us provide a significant holiday gift
for every child in foster care in Washington!

In Their Own Words: The Magic of a
Holiday Gift
With the support of our generous donors, drive hosts and
volunteers, Treehouse will touch the lives of over 5,000 foster kids
this holiday season!
As you read this, we’re gearing up to serve nearly 1,000 kids in our Wearhouse, where
they’ll be able to shop for new and like new winter wear, toys, books and games, free
of charge. And on December 8th, we’re hoping to raise enough money to provide one
significant holiday gift to over 4,500 kids across the state through our annual 97.3 KIRO
FM Holiday Magic program. In short: there are many, many families and kids who are
counting on Treehouse this year!
If you ever wonder about the impact your gift makes, we wish we could share the entire
3-inch binder of thank you notes we received from our families and kids last year. Some
of us might see a donation as a single gift. But for Treehouse kids, it means so much
more. It means the difference between wondering why they are always forgotten, and a
morning they’ll remember forever.
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“I want to thank you for my movie tickets I received for Christmas. They mean a lot to me
knowing that someone out there cares about foster kids.”
“Thank you for sending me an art kit, paint and oil pastels. I love it! I draw all the time
now that I have the stuff to. Right now I’m working on baby animals and next I’m going
to draw fairies. Thank you very much for the gift. It made me very happy.”
“Dear Santa: I am sorry for writing late. Thank you for the bike. I really like it a lot.”
“Dear Treehouse: Thank you for everything and I’m very grateful for the Christmas
present. And for letting me come and get clothes. I really appreciate everything.”
“Thank you for sending me the helicopter. It’s so much fun. It is the best gift I’ve ever
received! It made being here [a group home] so much better. One of the staff is going to
buy their own so we can have races.”
“I am 4. I got a Leap Frog video. I am learning so fast. Zoom fast. I love my game as
much as ice cream. Santa is a cool dude. I love my mom told Santa where I live.”

The holiday season is also a time to reflect on what I believe to be the greatest
gift of all – education. I would like to personally thank Regence BlueShield and
the One Eighty Foundation, which have each pledged a significant, multi-year
commitment to help us reach our goal of graduation equity for students in
foster care in King County by 2017. We are excited for the changes ahead, and
look forward to sharing the results of several pilot projects scheduled to begin
after the New Year.
In the meantime, I encourage you to consider a number of ways you can
lend your support to foster kids this holiday season. You’ll find a host of
opportunities to give or volunteer in this newsletter, all of which make a
critical difference and meaningful impact on the lives of our youth.
I sincerely thank you for all that you’ve done and that you will do, and want
to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation for your support and
partnership.
I wish you a season filled with joy, love, and peace as we welcome the
opportunities of 2012!
Blessings,

Janis Avery, CEO

End of the Year Giving: Do Good and Save
The spirit of giving is in the air at this time of year. Not only is it a wonderful time to make
contributions to the causes you care about, it is also one of your last opportunities to
reduce your 2011 taxes. If you itemize, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal
income tax on up to half of your adjusted gross income (AGI). The higher your tax rate,
the more your charitable gifts will save you. Any unused deductions may be carried over
in as many as five future years.
Gifts of stock, or appreciated securities, to Treehouse offer two ways to save on your
taxes. As long as you have owned the stock for more than one year, you can generally
receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair market value of the stock at
the time of the gift (up to 30% of your AGI), and you avoid paying any capital gains tax
on the increase. BNY Mellon handles all gifts of stock benefiting Treehouse free of any
commission charges for both the donor and Treehouse.

“Thank you so much for helping to replace the bad memories our two foster children
had with wonderful new holiday times. I cannot describe the looks on our two little
one’s faces when they timidly awoke us on Christmas morning. Santa had come for the
first time for 10-year-old S. and 8-year-old C. You surely helped to heal a little bit of their
wounds, and strengthened our tired souls by lightening our load. P.S. – we are adopting
the kids!”
“As a family, we would like to express our gratitude for the generous gift for our 16-yearold foster child. So many budget cuts have left us $800 short of what we used to receive
from the state, and no more $200 school clothes voucher starting this year. We know its
not things that mean love, but when you’re 16 it’s nice to have the things your friends
have. “

Treehouse Board of Directors
Linda Hunter, President
Alexandra Brookshire, President Elect
Paul Abodeely, Vice President
Kathy Elias, Vice President
Jane Fredricksen, Vice President
Kellanne Henry, Vice President
Cindy Paur Singleton, Vice President
John Enslein, Treasurer
John McGlynn, Secretary

Board of Directors
Nichole Bockner
Kelly Burke
Tim Davis
Juli Farris
Tana Gall
Heather Giacoletto
Suzanne Greer
Lisa Hoyt
Anne Marie Kessler

Amy Mullins
Tess Thomas
Wendy Truitt
Eden Waggoner
Linda Whatley
Ken Withee
James Williams

Gifts must be received or postmarked by December 31, 2011 to impact your 2011 taxes.
For more information, visit www.treehouseforkids.org.
This edition of the The Ladder is brought to you by Regence and The One Eighty Foundation .

Giving the Gift of Time

Treehouse Events
Save the Date: Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 – 11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Seattle Sheraton
Sign up now to be a Table Captain and be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s
signature event! For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at events@
treehouseforkids.org, or call 206.267.5112.

Join Us for the 97.3 KIRO FM Holiday Magic Radiothon
Thursday, December 8 – 5 am – 7pm

LIVE ON-AIR
Tune in to 97.3 KIRO FM on December 8, 2011 between 5 am and 7 pm and be part of
the magic!

King 5 Wonderland featuring the Holiday Carousel
benefitting Treehouse
“Not everyone can be a foster parent, but anyone can help a foster
child” Dani replies when asked why she volunteers every Wednesday
afternoon in the Wearhouse with her mom, Mitzi.
But she’s doing more than repeating the campaign slogan of one of Treehouse’s
generous corporate supporters. At eight years old she understands the meaning behind
the words, and the importance of helping other kids who don’t have the same things
she enjoys like new clothes, books, and toys.
For Mitzi, introducing her daughter to volunteer work has helped her develop a lifelong skill that can never be taught too early - compassion for others. When asked how
spending time at Treehouse makes her feel, Dani shares that it “makes her feel good
inside” because she knows “that foster kids don’t get to be with their birth parents.”
She loves to help her mom sort and hang new clothing donations, knowing that it
will bring a smile to the faces of other kids her age.
Volunteering her time in the Wearhouse has also been a valuable experience for Mitzi,
who believes the process has helped her develop a better understanding of the unique
needs of kids in foster care, and become a more informed donor. After she started
volunteering, Mitzi felt compelled to look for other opportunities to help, and learned
that her employer’s corporate match program would make a $500 donation to Treehouse
for every 50 hours of service! It wasn’t long before Rod, Dani’s Godfather, joined the
mom-daughter duo on volunteer days. For Rod, a former Quality Assurance Director for
CASA, it’s a great way to give back to the community while spending quality time with
family, creating a meaningful and lasting win-win.
A heartfelt thank you to Mitzi, Rod, and Dani for their dedication to helping Treehouse!
Our volunteers are the engine of our organization, especially during the holidays! For
more information on how you can get involved and make a difference, please view the
“Holiday Volunteer Opportunities” section.

97.3 KIRO FM
Holiday Magic Radiothon
Tune in on December 8, 2011 from 5am – 7pm

Treehouse has teamed up with
97.3 KIRO FM to provide gifts to kids
in foster care. Give a gift to a foster
child or volunteer to answer phones
at this year’s 14-hour radiothon and
make sure over 4,500 foster kids
across Washington State get the
holiday gifts they are dreaming of.

November 25, 2011 – January 1, 2012
Daily (closed December 25th)
Downtown Seattle at Westlake Park
Join us under the Macy’s Star at Westlake Park for a ride on the carousel, and help give
foster kids a brighter holiday! Planning to purchase a gift for a foster child while you’re
downtown? Treehouse shopping bags will be available for convenient pick-up and
drop-off at the Carousel! For more information contact carousel@treehouseforkids.org.

Community Events for Treehouse

Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse
Seattle Holiday Tweet Drive with MySeattleNightOut.com
Thursday, December 1 – 5:30 – 8:30 pm

Hard Rock Café, 116 Pike Street
Join us as Seattle competes with 36 other cities around the country to see who can
collect the most toys for kids in need. In lieu of an admission, bring a new, unwrapped
toy for a foster kid and enjoy an epic Hard Rock Café-hosted holiday party. 21+.
Questions? Email info@myseattlenightout.com. Join the conversation on Twitter @
seattlenightout.

Doncaster Sample Sale to Benefit Treehouse
Thursday, December 8 – 9 am – 1:30 pm

Wall Street Clothiers, 2448 76th Ave. SE, Mercer Island
Pick up the hottest women’s fashions and accessories of the season at 50% off! Sizes
0 – 22. Fifteen percent of proceeds benefit Treehouse. Check out the Doncaster
Collection at www.doncaster.com.

Shop For a Cause

Thursday, December 1 – 5pm – 8 pm

Indie Flix in Madison Park - 4314 East Madison
Shop for a Cause is a festive evening of holiday shopping benefitting Treehouse,
featuring jewelry, accessories, housewares, and clothing by local designers. Enjoy light
bites, wine, music, and incredible raffle items. Please bring an unwrapped gift for a
child or teen in foster care.

Treehouse Shopping Bags are Coming to the U-Village
Microsoft Store!
December 3 and 4 –11 am – 4 pm

Thanks to our partnership with the new Microsoft Store, Treehouse will be handing out
shopping bags and information about how to help foster kids have a happy holiday
this season. If you’re in the neighborhood, stop by the store, grab a bag and fill it with
presents for a foster kid in need.

Holiday Volunteer Opportunities
Host a Holiday Donation Drive

This holiday season, you can collect warm clothes, toys and donations to make sure
kids living in foster care don’t have to go without. For more information, visit
www.treehouseforkids.org/holiday.

Host a Holiday Event to Support Foster Kids

Turn your passion into action and help foster kids by hosting a holiday event to
support Treehouse! To learn more, visit www.treehouseforkids.org/get-involved.

Take a Turn at the Holiday Carousel Benefitting Treehouse

The KING 5 Wonderland Holiday Carousel in Westlake Park will benefit Treehouse
again this year! Join us for a volunteer shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect
donations and sell tickets. Sign up online at http://treehouse.kintera.org/horses.

For more
information
contact

holidaymagic@treehouseforkids.org
or 206-267-5111

Wearhouse Holiday Helpers

The Wearhouse will be open for extended shopping hours this holiday season, so we
need extra help sorting donations and stocking the store with toys and clothes. Sign
up today at http://treehouseforkids.kintera.org/HolidayHelper.
Interested in supporting Treehouse? Visit www.treehouseforkids.org
for information on donating and volunteering.

Fan us!

facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Follow us!

twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

All Aboard the Holiday Monorail Express!
Treehouse is thrilled to announce a new partnership with Seattle
Center Monorail this holiday season! For the last several years,
Treehouse has been the charitable beneficiary of the KING 5
Wonderland Holiday Carousel, an event we look forward to every year.
We love the sense of nostalgia that comes with a whirl on the one of
the magical horses, the blend of locals and tourists who come to ride,
and the wonderful group of Treehouse volunteers who make it all
possible.
We are especially excited this year, as the Monorail has generously offered its support to
help increase visibility for Treehouse and generate additional holiday gift donations for
foster kids! Starting on November 26th, the Monorail platform will host a stand of the
infamous Treehouse Shopping bags for easy and convenient pick up en route to Westlake
Center. Set an example for other passengers by picking up a bag, filling it with a holiday
donation, and dropping it off at the Carousel!

they’ll be greeted by Downtown Seattle Association hosts, who will escort them to the
VIP area of the Holiday Carousel for front-row seats as the Westlake Center tree and the
Macy’s Star burst with light! With the holiday season officially underway, our kids will
be invited to pick their favorite horse on the Carousel for a celebratory “first ride” just
for them. We’re so grateful to Seattle Monorail Services and the Downtown Seattle
Association for their generosity in making this special event possible!
Don’t forget the nation’s first commercial monorail system (celebrating its 50th year of
service this spring!) is also a quick and cost-effective transportation alternative with the
viaduct closure and to avoid holiday parking costs downtown. Just park in lower Queen
Anne and you’ll be whisked to Westlake Center in two minutes! For rates and additional
information, visit www.seattlemonorail.com, or follow at www.facebook/SeattleMonorail
and @SeattleMonorail on Twitter.

Seattle Center Monorail and Downtown Seattle Association have also come together to
create a magical holiday experience for Treehouse kids. The Monorail has generously
offered to open its Red Train for a rare, complimentary Treehouse-only ride the Day after
Thanksgiving. Our foster kids will enjoy tasty treats compliments of Starbucks before
boarding the Polar Express-themed Monorail train to Westlake Center. At the platform,
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With your support, Treehouse
will help brighten the season for
over 5,000 kids in foster
care. Happy Holidays!
Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings

If your household receives more than one copy of this publication,
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

Holiday 2011

Host a Donation Drive and Help Give Foster Kids a Brighter Holiday
This holiday season, you can collect warm clothes, toys and donations to make sure kids
living in foster care don’t have to go without. Hosting a holiday donation drive is easy,
and we’ve learned a few tips along the way to make sure you have a fun and successful
drive!
Set a goal: People like reaching goals, whether it be number of items collected, number
of dollars raised, or even reaching 100% participation within your company. Go big for
foster kids!
Motivate: Give people a reason to get involved with your holiday donation drive:
encourage healthy competition, offer a matching challenge, or write a message about
how foster kids need your support.
Update: Follow up with people about how your drive is going. Send weekly progress
reports. Remind about the deadline and of the impact being made on kids in foster care.

Holiday Donation Drive Drop-Off Dates
All Holiday donation items can be delivered to the Treehouse Drop-Off Location during
the following times, or by appointment:
Friday, December 9, 9am to 6pm
Tuesday, December 13, 9am to 6pm
Friday, December 16, 9am to 6pm
Saturday, December 17, 10am to 2pm
Donation Drop-off
Treehouse Wearhouse
2100 24th Ave S., Seattle
Questions? Contact Lindsay Davis at drives@treehouseforkids.org.

