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The Wearhouse
Through Wonda’s Eyes
Wonda Munoz, a foster parent of 
three, understands the struggles many 
caregivers face when trying to fi nd the 
resources to provide holiday gifts for 
the youth they care for.

That’s why Wonda and other caregivers across King 
County are thankful that the Wearhouse - Treehouse’s 
on-site retail store where Treehouse youth and 
caregivers can shop for free - is stocked for shopping 
visits not only during the year, but especially during 
the busy holiday season.  It’s an invaluable resource 
for Wonda and her family to ensure that her kids have 
access to the same winter items and holiday gifts that all 
kids deserve.

When Wonda’s three foster kids, ages 9, 11, and 14, 
fi rst came into her care, they arrived with only the 
clothes on their backs. “I know that it’s cliché, but it 
was true,” she said. Not only did they lack the essential 
items all kids should have, things like socks, boots, and 
warm coats, but they also were not often remembered 
at the holiday time.

Paying it Forward: 
Foster Care Alumnus Joins Treehouse Staff
Growing up in foster care wasn’t easy for Sam Martin. After bouncing from 
one relative’s home to another, Sam was discouraged and had little hope for 
a better future. Most of the adults in his life lacked motivation and direction 
themselves, so it was hard for Sam to identify with any positive role models.

Young Professionals Foster the Spirit of 
Giving – All Year Round 
Treehouse is pleased to announce the recent formation of its fi rst Young 
Professionals Board!  This new board consists of 25 emerging local leaders, 
who represent a diverse cross-section of industries and businesses throughout 
the Seattle area. 

Members will serve on event committees, develop fundraising initiatives, and engage in community outreach 
efforts to increase awareness and support of Treehouse and its programs. Board Member Steve Petersen 
(Northern Trust), Board Member Maria Olagunju (CBRE), Jeremy Pelley (Apex Learning), and Andrea Pollock 
(Microsoft) have stepped-up to demonstrate their commitment to Treehouse by serving in Young Professional 
Board leadership positions as President, President Elect, Community Engagement Chair, and Fund Development 
Chair, respectively. 

“As we prepare to celebrate our 25th Anniversary next year and serve twice the number of youth over the next 
fi ve years, we are deeply grateful for the energy and commitment these young professionals bring during this 
period of growth,” CEO Janis Avery shared.  Treehouse Board Member and Young Professional Board President Steve 
Petersen echoed her enthusiasm, expressing that he is “thrilled to be working alongside such an amazing group of 
individuals, who are fully committed to fundraising for Treehouse and increasing awareness in the community.

”All of the board’s activities will be focused on supporting Treehouse’s big goal – to ensure that foster kids 
in King County graduate from high school at the same rate as their peers. “I look forward to looking back in 
2017 and seeing the positive impacts, from both a fundraising and community engagement perspective, the 
Young Professionals Board had in helping bring this goal to fruition,” Petersen shared.  

Welcome, Treehouse Young Professional Board and thank you for your service! We look forward to all that we 
can accomplish together as we expand our mission in the community, and ensure that our kids make it to high 
school graduation day and beyond.

Sam at work in the Treehouse Learning Center

Sam and his tutor in the TLC in 2006.
In the 6th grade, a reluctant Sam came to 
Treehouse for the fi rst time. Little did he know that 
it was the fi rst of many exciting visits that would 
one day culminate with him walking in the door as 
an employee, giving back to a community who had 
helped him in so many ways.

One relative, his aunt, did see the best in young 
Sam, and she helped him take full advantage of 
all the services that Treehouse offers. Treehouse 
was there for him when he needed to pay for a 
football uniform and prom ticket. Sam remembers 
shopping the Wearhouse during the holidays and 
receiving special gifts, something that made him   
feel loved and remembered. Sam claims he holds 
the unoffi cial record for most hours spent in the 
TLC, the Treehouse Learning Center, where he met 

with mentors and tutors to make sure that he would meet all the requirements for high school graduation.    
His mentors encouraged him to think about attending college, something Sam had never even thought of 
as a possibility.

That gift of vision and all of Sam’s hard work paid off this past June, when he graduated from the University of 
Washington with a degree in Political Science. Treehouse was honored when Sam decided to come back as an 
employee. Sam is now Treehouse’s newest Education Programs Assistant. He facilitates the Treehouse Learning 
Center, the very place he visited every day after school during high school. Sam is also the proud founder and 
leader of the Treehouse Boy’s Group, a monthly gathering of adolescents who meet to not only have fun, 
but also develop life skills and healthy relationships.  Sam acts as a liaison between schools and the staff at 
Treehouse as well, making sure that the needs of both communities are met to better serve youth in foster care.

For Sam, coming back to Treehouse as an employee means that he can give back to the caring staff who gave 
him a true sense of childhood. “I see a little of myself in so many of the kids I meet, and I’m thrilled to be 
able to tutor and mentor them, just as I benefi ted from the great staff who worked with me,” he said. While 
not every child in foster care will return to Treehouse as an employee, every child deserves to have a future as 
promising as Sam’s.

Thank you, Sam, for the talent and dedication you bring to helping the younger generation of foster youth 
recognize and fulfi ll their potential. You are a gift to Treehouse! Two years ago, Wonda was thrilled to fi nd the 

Wearhouse, and she has been coming back several 
times a year ever since. With youth in three different 
schools, plus basketball and ballet practices each day, 
Wonda fi nds that it’s often a struggle to get the whole 
family together. However, her kids are happy to clear 
their schedules to come to the Warehouse. It’s a special 
time that they get to share, laughing, talking, and 
shopping with one another. When her oldest teen came 
to the Wearhouse for the fi rst time, she was shocked by 
how much the Wearhouse looked like a regular store. 
“It’s like one of those cool little stores in the mall,” she said.

Not only are visitors grateful for year-round essentials, 
they are especially excited to head to the Wearhouse for 
holiday shopping. Wonda is thankful for the Warehouse 
staff, whom she says are “always so friendly and 
helpful.” Her kids know that when they walk into the 
Wearhouse, they’ll be treated with respect and care, 
regardless of how hectic the season may be. 

While shopping with her foster children is fun, Wonda 
always tries to sneak in alone at least once during 
December so she can pick out special gifts for them. 
“There is always something each one of the kids will 
love,” she said, and she doesn’t have to worry about 
the fi nancial burden that can come with holiday shopping.

Once the shopping is over, the real magic comes from 
watching the eyes of her kids light up when they see 
beautifully wrapped gifts under the tree with their 
names on them. For Wonda, the Wearhouse means 
that she can create special memories of shopping with 
her family and less worry about what to put under the 
tree. For her kids, it means an increased pride in their 
appearance and a greater confi dence to succeed, no 
matter what the season.   

The Wearhouse expects to serve over 1,100 shoppers 
this season.



At Treehouse, it seems like we’re always in the holiday spirit! Long before you 
received this newsletter, our staff has been hard at work making sure that the joy of 
the holiday season is an experience that foster kids get to share with their classmates 
and peers. By the end of the year, nearly 1,100 kids will come to shop for items like 
new and like-new winter outerwear, toys, books, and games in the Wearhouse, our 
free retail store. On December 12th, we’re hoping to raise enough money to provide 
one signifi cant holiday gift - like a new bike or e-reader -to 4,500 kids across the 
State through our annual Treehouse Holiday Magic Radiothon! 

While there are many families and kids counting on our support, all the work pays off 
when we open our mailboxes in January to fi nd special, handmade thank-you notes from 
those who received gifts. Some of us might see making a donation as a single gift, but for 
Treehouse kids, it means so much more. It means the difference between wondering why 
they seem to be forgotten, and waking up to a morning that they’ll treasure forever.

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO
Thanks to the support of our generous donors, drive hosts, 
and volunteers, Treehouse will touch the lives of 5,500 
foster kids this holiday season!
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Greetings Treehouse friends and family,

One of our favorite times of the year has arrived, 
and we’re busy making sure this holiday season is a 
magical and memorable experience for our youth and 
families. Although one of the busiest times of the year, 
the holidays are also a reminder of what matters most. 
It’s an opportunity to slow down, take a breath, and 
express our gratitude for all of life’s blessings. 

At Treehouse, we are fortunate to be blessed with one 
of the greatest gifts of all – the opportunity to give 
foster kids across the State happy holiday memories, 
like the ones we cherish from our own childhoods. 
This holiday, our youth will have the chance to 

experience the unbridled excitement of taking a spin on the Carousel in 
Westlake Park, the comfort of stepping into a cozy new pair of pajamas, 
and the joy of unwrapping a holiday gift with their name on the tag – all 
thanks to you. 

The holidays are one of the times when kids in foster care need our support 
and commitment the most. This year, many of us will plan to celebrate the 
joys of the season with beloved family and friends. While many of us think 
of the holidays as a time of warmth and happiness, for kids in foster care, 
the holidays can be a painful time, as they are reminded of the family they 
have lost. At school, foster kids can feel isolated and forgotten as their 
friends return from winter break with stories of vacations, new gifts, and 
family gatherings. 

During this time, caregivers are working hard to make sure our youth 
aren’t left out, and that they too have happy holiday stories to share. 
The Wearhouse is one important way we support caregivers during this 
emotional and chaotic time. Thanks to our generous donors, drive hosts, 
and volunteers, caregivers can shop for free for new toys, books, electronics, 
and warm winter clothing for their kids. Treehouse Holiday Magic Radiothon 
is another way we make sure over 4,500 foster kids return to school with 
their own holiday story. We invite you to tune in on Wednesday, December 
12th between 7am and 7pm, and learn how you can help us provide a 
signifi cant holiday gift for every child in foster care in Washington!

As I look back on 2012 and ahead to 2013, I am fi lled with gratitude, 
appreciation, and optimism for the future of Treehouse and the youth and 
families we serve. In 2012, we made strong progress toward our fi ve-year 
goal of education equity through the implementation of an integrated 
service delivery model; improved data collection and evaluation systems; 
new technology to facilitate communications; and formalized partnerships 
with other community organizations that share our investment in the 
futures of our youth. This fall, we expanded our presence from eleven 
schools in King County, to sixty-seven schools to ensure that we are 
reaching all of the youth who need our support, and are exploring ways 
that we can use digital media technologies to more effectively engage and 
serve our kids.

We look forward to continuing this work as we welcome 2013 – a historic 
year for Treehouse as we celebrate our 25th year of service to foster youth 
and families in King County and across the State. We invite you to stay 
tuned for more information after the New Year on how you can join us in 
celebrating this milestone. In the meantime, I encourage you to consider 
a number of ways you can lend your support to foster kids this holiday 
season. You’ll fi nd a host of opportunities to give or volunteer in this 
newsletter, all of which make a critical difference and meaningful impact on 
the lives of our youth.

I sincerely thank you for all that you’ve done and that you will do to help 
ensure our youth have the opportunity to reach their full potential – from 
childhood to adulthood. Together, we can transform the lives of youth in 
foster care as we walk with them toward high school graduation day and 
beyond. I want to express my deepest appreciation and thanks for your 
commitment, dedication, and valued partnership.

I wish you a season fi lled with laughter, love, prosperity as we welcome the 
opportunities of 2013!

Blessings,

End of the Year Giving: Do Good and Save
The spirit of giving is in the air at this time of year. Not only is it a wonderful time to make contributions to the causes you care about, it is also one of your last opportunities to 
reduce your 2012 taxes. If you itemize, charitable gifts may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your adjusted gross income (AGI). The higher your tax rate, 
the more your charitable gifts will save you. Any unused deductions may be carried over in as many as fi ve future years.

Gifts of stock, or appreciated securities, to Treehouse offer two ways to save on your taxes. As long as you have owned the stock for more than one year, you can generally 
receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair market value of the stock at the time of the gift (up to 30% of your AGI), and you avoid paying any capital gains tax 
on the increase. BNY Mellon handles all gifts of stock benefi ting Treehouse free of any commission charges for both the donor and Treehouse.

Gifts must be received or postmarked by December 31, 2012 to impact your 2012 taxes. For more information, visit www.treehouseforkids.org.

In Their Own Words:
The Magic of a Holiday Gift

“Thank you for the movie tickets! Now I’ll be able to take my girlfriend out on dates 
to see the newest movies. I really appreciate them! “

“Thank you for my Leapster 2! I love it! It helps me learn.  Every day I want to play 
it. But I always have to be good to play my Leapster 2.” 

“Thanks so very much for the guitar! I play it every time I get the chance and take 
it everywhere I go. I have wanted a guitar for a long time and wasn’t expecting one 
this year. You made my Christmas very very happy. Thank you again and again!

“Thank you for the basketball net! I love tossing the ball, and running after it again. 
You are a blessing!”

 “Thank you for making Tom’s Christmas wonderful. He loves his new trike. It’s hard 
to get him to come in for dinner. I think he would sleep with it if he could get it in 
bed with him.”

“My foster children, husband, and I would like to let you know how much we 
appreciated your assistance with Holiday gifts this year. To have generous donors 
like yourselves step up and tell the kids ‘we care about you’ makes a difference in 
their lives. I hope that one day the kids will look back and be able to passion this 
generosity to other kids that are going through what they went through.”

“Thank you so much for your program! Thanks for caring for these precious, 
innocent lives and making their family’s load a bit lighter during the holidays. We 
really appreciate what you do!” 



Treehouse Events

Treehouse Holiday Magic

Save the Date: Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon 
Wednesday, March 20, 2013– 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Seattle Sheraton
Sign-up now to be a Table Captain and be a champion for foster kids at Treehouse’s 
signature event! For more information, contact Shaunessy Jones at events@ 
treehouseforkids.org, or call 206.267.5112.

Community Events for Treehouse
Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us!
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

Pin with us! NEW!
pinterest.com/treehouseSEA

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Seattle Holiday Tweet Drive
Thursday, November 29 – 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Hard Rock Café, 116 Pike Street
Join us as Seattle competes with 36 other cities around the country to see who can 
collect the most toys for kids in need. Admission is just $6 and a new, unwrapped 
toy for a foster kid to enjoy an epic Hard Rock Café-hosted holiday party. 21+. Join 
the conversation on Twitter at @SEAtweetdrive.

Doncaster Sample Sale to Benefi t Treehouse
December 2012 (Please visit our website for time and date
to be announced) 
Wall Street Clothiers, 2448 76th Ave. SE, Mercer Island
Pick up the hottest women’s fashions and accessories of the season at 50% 
off! Sizes 0 – 22. Fifteen percent of proceeds benefi t Treehouse. Check out the 
Doncaster Collection at www.doncaster.com.

Lynnwood Whole Foods Bag Refund
October 1st, 2012 – January 20th,  2012
Lynnwood Whole Foods 2800 196th St SW, Lynnwood                           
Support foster kids and get your groceries at the same time when you shop at 
Whole Foods in Lynnwood!  Each time you use your own reusable grocery bags at 
checkout, donate your 10-cent refund to Treehouse. 

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at:                                       
www.treehouseforkids.org/events

Jackie Kotkins, a long-time Treehouse supporter, always looks 
forward to the time she spends together with her family 
and friends during the holidays. Each year, she gathers them 
together to enjoy the festivities downtown – the sea of white 
lights, the bustling stores, and the seasonal performances.  

This past year, Jackie found the perfect way to bring her loved ones together to not 
only enjoy the season, but also to support youth in foster care. By spending a few 
hours volunteering at the Holiday Carousel at Westlake Park, Jackie and her friends 
were able to spend meaningful time together, while embracing the spirit of the season 
and giving back in a fun and meaningful way. Volunteering at the Carousel added the 
perfect pinch of holiday zest to Jackie’s “Girls’ Night Out,” as she invited her friends 
to bundle-up, order a latte, and catch-up while supporting Treehouse.  Jackie’s friends 
had such a wonderful time that she decided to bring her family back to volunteer 
together on Christmas Eve! 

For Jackie and her husband, the opportunity to volunteer at the Carousel was a 
rewarding and memorable way to bring the family together during the busy holiday 
season. Time spent together is “so much more special and enriching when you are 
working towards a greater cause,” said Jackie, and her friends and family agree.  
Volunteering at the Carousel last year inspired them all to make the outing an annual 
holiday tradition, as an important reminder of what the season is really about – love, 
generosity, and connectedness.  

There are many ways to join Jackie’s lead and foster the spirit of giving this year, and 
we invite you to join us! 

Host a Holiday Donation Drive: 
Collect warm clothes, toys and donations to make sure kids living in foster care don’t 
have to go without. For more information, visit www.treehouseforkids.org/holiday.  

Host a Holiday Event to Support Foster Kids:
Turn your passion into action and help foster kids by hosting a holiday event to support 
Treehouse! To learn more, visit www.treehouseforkids.org/get-involved.

Take a Turn at the Holiday Carousel presented by 
KING 5 and benefi ting Treehouse: 
Join us for a volunteer shift at the Carousel and greet riders, collect donations and sell 
tickets. Sign up online at http://treehouseforkids.kintera.org/carousel2012

Wearhouse Holiday Helpers:
We need extra help sorting donations and stocking the store with toys and clothes this 
year. Sign up today at http://treehouseforkids.kintera.org/HolidayHelper2012.

Join Us for the KIRO Radio 97.3 FM 
Holiday Magic Radiothon
Wednesday, December 12, 7am – 7pm LIVE ON-AIR
Tune in to KIRO Radio 97.3 FM on December 12, 2012 between 7 am and 7 pm and 
be part of the magic by ensuring that every child in foster care across the State has a 
joyful holiday.

Holiday Carousel presented by 
KING5 benefi ting Treehouse 
November 25, 2012 – January 1, 2013 Daily 
(closed December 25th)
Downtown Seattle at Westlake Park
Join us under the Macy’s Star at Westlake Park for a ride on the carousel, and help 
give foster kids a brighter holiday! Planning to purchase a gift for a foster child 
while you’re downtown? Treehouse shopping bags will be available for convenient 
pick-up and drop-off at the Carousel! For more information, contact carousel@
treehouseforkids.org.

Take a Ride on the Holiday Express
(aka the Seattle Monorail)
November 25, 2012 – January 1, 2013
Seattle Center Platform 
Treehouse is thrilled to be the offi cial holiday charity partner of the Seattle Monorail 
again this year! Starting on November 25th, the Monorail platform will host a 
stand of the infamous Treehouse Shopping bags for easy and convenient pick up 
en route to Westlake Center. Avoid downtown traffi c and parking costs by taking 
the Monorail, and set an example for other passengers by picking up a bag, fi lling 
it with a holiday donation, and dropping it off at the Carousel! For rates and 
additional information, visit www.seattlemonorail.com.

Stay Connected for Holiday Updates

The Carousel lights up Westlake Park each year in downtown Seattle.

Giving the Gift of Time
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Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, 
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

Holiday 2012

With your support, Treehouse
will help brighten the season 
for over 5,500 kids in foster
care. Happy Holidays!

The Shackelfords Embrace
the Reason for the Season
With both of their birthdays in December, Robert and Erin Shackelford often 
felt overwhelmed and exhausted when the holiday season was over.  

The end of the year usually brought an abundance of well-intentioned but 
unneeded gifts to the Shackelford home, which Erin and Robert often simply 
stacked away in the basement. 

While talking with a co-worker one day, Erin heard about Treehouse for the 
fi rst time. She decided to try volunteering for a shift in the Wearhouse. After 
a day spent sorting clothing and toys, she left with a deeper understanding of 
the impact a holiday gift could have on the life of a child in foster care. Erin 
spoke with Robert about the needs and opportunities she saw at Treehouse. 
Together, they could do more, and they would do more. They would continue 
to host an annual holiday and birthday bash, but, instead of accepting gifts for 
themselves, they would ask their guests to bring donations for Treehouse kids.

This holiday season, it will be ten years since that fi rst party. Now the 
Shackelfords and their friends look forward to the annual party they host in 
honor of Treehouse. For Robert and Erin, their annual birthday bash is a gift 
they can share. They see their party as an opportunity for their guests to slow 
down and remember what the holiday season is really about. The opportunity 
to host a holiday party in honor of Treehouse is much more than a way to keep 
their basement a little less cluttered - it’s a way to help create memories for kids 
in foster care they will treasure for many seasons to come! To learn how you 
can host a donation drive for Treehouse, visit www.treehouseforkids.org/holiday

Like the Schackelford Family, employees at Cobalt get a 
similar opportunity each holiday season, when the staff of 
1,200 band together for their annual drive for Treehouse.

Cobalt places a tree in their lobby containing ornaments with gift ideas on them for 
children in foster care – items that all kids need and enjoy like warm winter boots, 
art supplies, or cozy pajamas.  Employees select an ornament, purchase the gift listed 
on it, and then place it under the tree. All the gifts are collected and donated to 
Treehouse.  When Cobalt leadership learned that some employees would rather give 
cash donations to Treehouse, they responded by creating a generous corporate match 
program. In an effort to foster the spirit of giving all year long, Cobalt employees are 
also encouraged to participate in paid volunteer days at Treehouse, in addition to the 
generous corporate donation that Cobalt makes each year.

Gifts that Grow: 
Cobalt Gives Back

The Shackelford’s fi ll their car for Treehouse each year.

Cobalt’s 
holiday tree 

creates a 
festive drop-
off location 

for Treehouse 
donations

“The drive connects us to our hearts, 
and it reminds us that work is an 
essentially human endeavor,” said 
John Holt, CEO and Chairman of 
Cobalt. He sees the drive as a way to 
help make their employees prouder 
to come to work each day, and a 
good reminder of how blessed they 
are. “We would say we get more 
than we give from our partnership 
with Treehouse.”

Scan this to see how you can join 
us for Treehouse Holiday Magic!


