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Celebrating the Season Partnering for Success

       The Laird Norton Family has long been committed to 
supporting the communities in which we live and work. This 
family value is buried deep in our roots and has stood the test 
of time, lasting seven generations,” shared Laird Norton Family 
President Marie Mentor. This year, the staff of LNC and a group 
of younger family members wanted to support youth in foster 
care through deep, broad involvement in Treehouse. Both groups 
stepped up their commitment during our busiest time of year: 
the holiday season. 

LNC held a holiday donation drive and gathered up a great 
selection of clothing and gifts for our youth. When the drive was 
over, the LNC followed their donations to the Wearhouse, where 
they spent a day sorting and tagging inventory. Members of the 

Laird Norton family returned to the Wearhouse a few days later to fi ll another volunteer shift on behalf of the 
Laird Norton Family Fund to help Treehouse prepare for a busy shopping weekend. In addition to donating their 
time, each group also brought a signifi cant donation from their organization to further support Treehouse and 
the educational needs of youth in care.

After employees got a behind-the-scenes look at Treehouse, Jeff Vincent, CEO of LNC, expressed how the Laird 
Norton Company’s and Treehouse’s common vision aligns. “All of us share Treehouse’s commitment to serving 
our most vulnerable youth. We share Treehouse’s priority for helping foster children and their foster parents 
including efforts to support the educational needs of foster children. Partnering with Treehouse has been a 
source of great satisfaction for the Laird Norton Company and Laird Norton Wealth Management staff,” Jeff shared.

Treehouse is proud to count LNC, Laird Norton Wealth Management and the Laird Norton Family as partners in 
our work to better the lives of youth in foster care in the Wearhouse and in the classroom!

Kids Helping Kids Put Their Best Foot Forward 

When youth enter foster care, they often arrive at their caregiver’s home with 

just the clothes on their backs and the shoes on their feet. 

As seasons change and youth grow, items like shoes 
need to be replaced constantly. Thanks to the 
incredible students at Sacred Heart School in Bellevue, 
our Wearhouse has received thousands of pairs of 
new shoes over the past ten years for foster youth to 
browse, shop, and take home for their own. 

At the beginning of the school year, students at Sacred 
Heart are divided into “families” of students and 
teachers of different ages. In their “families,” students 
learn about the importance of caring and looking out 
for one another. Eighth graders have the responsibility 
of teaching younger students about what Treehouse 
does, how foster care affects other kids in their 
community, and how the shoe drive helps. Tristan, an 
eighth grader at Sacred Heart shared, “We are privileged 
to have the things we have. And some people don’t 
even have shoes. So it’s good to help out.” 

Sacred Heart School is committed to teaching 
their students about service, and every student is 
encouraged by their “family” members to participate 

in the annual shoe drive. Students plan far ahead 
each year by completing extra chores and saving 
their allowances to be able to purchase shoes on 
their own. Once they save up enough money, 
students are encouraged to buy a pair of shoes 
unique to their personal style and in their own size, 
in creating a personal connection between the 
student and youth who receives the shoes. 

According to students and faculty, the shoe drive 
for Treehouse is the highlight of the year. “Giving to 
someone makes the other person happy, but giving 
to someone in need makes us both happy,” said 
Marcus, an eighth grader. Each year, the donation 
drive gets almost 100% student participation!

We are so grateful to Sacred Heart School for their 
focus on service to others, and commitment to 
youth in foster care. Their efforts give our youth the 
confi dence they need to feel and look great. 

For decades, the Laird Norton Company (LNC), Laird Norton Wealth Management 

and Laird Norton Family members have been leaders in service as demonstrated 

through their combined and vast involvement in our community. 

While many of us think of the holidays 

as a time of warmth and happiness, for 

kids in foster care, it can be a painful 

time as they are reminded of the family 

they have lost. 

At school, they can feel isolated and forgotten as 
their friends return from winter break with stories of 
vacations, new gifts, and family gatherings. But this 
past year, more than 5,000 youth in foster care across 
the state received a powerful message – that there was 
an entire community behind them that cared that they 
too had a memorable and joyous holiday.

The magic of the holidays was present in our 
Wearhouse every day, as shoppers were able to fi nd 
everything on their holiday wish-lists, from new bikes 
to Nikes to mp3 players. We are so deeply grateful 
to the 200 individual and corporate donation drive 
hosts, who together distributed 16,127 items to 860 
Wearhouse shoppers.  

For the 4,600 foster youth across the state who 
weren’t able to shop in our Wearhouse, holiday gifts 
were purchased and delivered to their doorsteps. 
Thanks to our partnership with KIRO Radio, our 24th 
Annual Holiday Magic Radiothon raised funds to 
send a sleigh of gifts across Washington. A special 
and heartfelt thanks to the reporters, producers, and 
staff at KIRO FM for their effort, time and support in 
producing the Radiothon.
 
In addition to the Radiothon, KIRO Radio aired a 
one-hour radio segment called “Fostering Hope,” in 
which Treehouse youth shared their personal stories 
of resilience, strength and fi erce optimism. The radio 
program played from Seattle to Spokane, inspiring 
listeners across Washington.  

The Seahawks and the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation 
selected Treehouse to participate in their Spirit of 
12 Program, where Treehouse volunteers sold game 
day programs at two winter Seahawks games, with 
proceeds benefi tting our youth. 

We are so grateful for our continued partnership with 
the Downtown Seattle Association as the benefi ciary 
of the Holiday Carousel presented by King 5, and 
our friends at the Seattle Center Monorail, who not 
only covered their trains in Treehouse banners, but 
also generously hosted the second annual “Ride into 
the Holidays” VIP event, just for Treehouse kids and 
families.  

On behalf of the hundreds of kids who walked 
through our Wearhouse doors last December, and the 
thousands more across the state who experienced a 
holiday to remember, thank you! 

“

An inside look at the Monorail’s Blue train, decked out in 
Treehouse advertising during the month of December

Employees of the Laird Norton Company after a day 
of volunteering in the Wearhouse 

Sacred Heart 
students, Ava and 

Ben, load up the 
Treehouse van 
with the shoes 

they picked out.



Treehouse is proud to partner with Rep. Reuven Carlyle (36th District) on a 
groundbreaking bill to improve educational outcomes for foster youth. This bill, HB 
1566, introduces several elements that could make a powerful difference in improving 
high school graduation rates for our youth:

APPOINTS EDUCATIONAL LIAISONS: Establishes a court-appointed, trained 
volunteer Educational Liaison for every youth in foster care in grades 6 – 12 to provide 
support and advocate for that youth’s needs.

ACCOUNTABILITY: For the fi rst time, the bill clearly defi nes DSHS and school district 
responsibilities for educational outcomes for foster youth, and requires state agencies 
to report annually and recommend strategies and needed resources to improve 
educational outcomes for foster youth.

REMOVES BARRIERS: Schools cannot delay or stop school enrollment or educational 
assessment and placement due to lack of or delay in school or immunization records.

PROMISING PILOT: Establishes a performance-based contract for pilot project 
to increase high school graduation rates in a defi ned geographical area through 
individualized education assessment, planning, intervention and advocacy.

In addition to HB 1566, Treehouse supports renewed funding for Education 
Coordinators for foster youth, several proposed reforms to school discipline, and a 
proposed expansion to extended foster care to age 21.  

You can be a voice for kids in foster care!  For more information and to take action on 
2013 Treehouse legislative priorities, visit our website at www.treehouseforkids.org.

This revised model incorporates the best of both programs to provide long-term 
comprehensive education support and advocacy services to our youth. Education 
Specialists will continue to provide education planning, coaching, and support to build 
each youth’s engagement and investment in their own education and future. This shift 
in Treehouse programming is critical to enabling staff members to scale up and serve 
more youth across King County and in a more effective manner. 

Currently, Treehouse has 13 Education Specialists already in schools, meeting with 
youth on a weekly basis. Each Education Specialist works closely with 25-30 youth in 
an assigned school building. By working closely with students, caregivers, school staff, 
and social workers, Education Specialists help students access the individual services 
and support they need to be successful in and out of the classroom. 

According to Treehouse Education Specialist Essence Batson, “The role of an Education 
Specialist is so important for our youth because a consistent adult presence is essential 
in building character, confi dence, and drive in our youth.  I love being able to interact 
personally with the youth and see who they truly are, hear their talents, skills, and 
ambitions.” Treehouse’s Sandy Johnson is proud of her fellow Specialists as they “strive 
to instill in each of our students the importance of education and to encourage them 
to be the best they can be.” We look forward to the great work that will be done by 
our Education Specialists in the coming months! 

A Message from Janis Avery, CEO Advocating for Change

Treehouse Education Specialists Help 
Youth Achieve Success in School 

Treehouse has long been a transformational voice for 

children and youth in foster care in the halls of the 

Washington State Legislature.  For more than a decade, 

we have led or collaborated on landmark legislation to 

promote and eliminate barriers to educational success for 

foster youth. The 2013 legislative session is no exception!

In order to best serve the educational needs of youth 

in foster care across King County, Treehouse has decided 

to offi cially integrate our Education Engagement and 

Education Advocacy programs in the Seattle, Highline, 

Renton, Kent, Auburn, Federal Way and Shoreline 

School districts. C
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I hope this newsletter fi nds you in 

the midst of a productive start to 

2013! By now, the 2013 Washington 

legislative session is well underway.  

In this budget year with so much 

focus on educating our young people, 

Treehouse is leading the way on 

improving education outcomes for 

foster youth!  

Specifi cally, we hope to renew critical funding for Education Coordinators 
for foster youth, a $650,000 State and federal investment with a powerful 
match from Treehouse of $550,000. Education Coordinators (also known 
as Treehouse Educational Advocates) resolve education barriers for 1,400 
foster youth statewide in enrollment, school stability, access to educational 
services, and disciplinary actions.  Our Educational Advocacy program keeps 
foster kids in school with needed services wrapped around them to ensure 
their success.

We are grateful for the leadership and collaboration of Representative 
Carlyle, who introduced HB 1566 to the legislature in mid-January.  If 
passed, the legislation will improve accountability, remove barriers to 
education success, and establish court-appointed educational liaisons for 
every youth in middle and high school in Washington.  If you have not 
already done so, I invite you to contact your legislators and ask them for 
their support to retain funding for Educational Coordinators for kids in 
foster care and pass HB 1566! 

I would also like to extend our deep appreciation to everyone who 
supported Treehouse in 2012.  Thanks to the generosity of our many 
donors, donation drive hosts, corporate supporters, and volunteers, 
Treehouse served nearly 6,000 kids – a record number!  Treehouse remains 
90% privately funded, and it is only through your support that we are able 
to level the playing fi eld for kids in foster care. I am pleased to share with 
you some of our achievements for 2012 below.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to kids in foster care. I hope to 
see you at our annual Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon at the Sheraton 
on March 20th!    

Blessings,

Janis Avery
CEO

Treehouse Board of Directors

Treehouse by the Numbers: FY 2012

Alexandra Brookshire, President

Linda Hunter, Past President

John Enslein, Treasurer

Juli Farris , Secretary

Board of Directors

Paul Abodeely 
Nichole Bockner 

GOAL:  Foster youth in King County will graduate high 

school at the rate of their peers by 2017.

Treehouse served over 6,000 foster kids statewide in 2012.

Education Engagement:  Proactive education planning, coaching and 
supports to keep foster youth on track to graduate

Middle School & High School Youth Served:    338  
Percent of Seniors that Graduated:     67%  
Number of Schools Served:    26 

Educational Advocacy:  Removing barriers to education success

Children and Youth served statewide:     1,422
Prevented school changes for youth:   58
Youth enrolled within 7 days at placement change:  113
Improved access to education services:     416
Suspensions or expulsions reduced or dismissed:    72

Wearhouse:  Clothing and other basics that help foster kids feel great 
and fi t in

Youth served:  1,644 youth had 5,439 shopping visits
Number of items provided:  99,742 items valued at $1,015,808

Little Wishes:  Extracurricular and school activities that help foster kids stay 
engaged in school & community

Youth served:  1,070 kids were granted 5,439 wishes
Youth sent to Summer Camp:  439
Free tickets to great community events:  1,076

Holiday Magic: A holiday gift under the tree for foster kids 

Youth that received gifts:  5,406
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Heather Giacoletto 
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Lisa Hoyt 
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Maria Olagunju 
Steve S. Petersen 
Shelby Stokoe 
Tess Thomas 
Peter True 
Wendy Truitt 
Eden Waggoner 
Linda Whatley 
James Williams 
Ken Withee



Treehouse Events

Champions for Foster Kids
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 – 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Downtown Sheraton – 1400 6th Avenue, Seattle

Join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year at our 12th Annual Champions 
for Foster Kids Luncheon! For information on becoming a Table Captain or 
registering to attend, email Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.
org to reserve a table or visit our website at www.treehouseforkids.org/
champions2013. 

Save-the-Date for the Seattle Foundation’s GiveBIG!
May 2013

Keep an eye out for King County’s biggest day of giving of the year! Each 
donation you make to Treehouse during this day will be grown by a stretch 
pool.  Last year, your generous contributions raised $56,866 for Treehouse 
programs. For more information, visit the Seattle Foundation website at www.
seattlefoundation.org. 

Interested in supporting Treehouse? Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 
for information on donating and volunteering.

Community Events for Treehouse
Volunteers and Friends Fundraising for Treehouse

5th Annual Beard & Stache Fest
March 2013
Bar and Coffee Shop Venues Across Seattle

Seattle’s coolest competition of the year starts up again this March for another 
season of facial hair, fun, and friends! Join us as teams compete for Seattle’s 
favorite mustache or beard, with all funds raised being donated to Treehouse. 
Check out the offi cial Beard and Stache website at www.beardandstachefest.
com for information on a number of events being held in February and March. 

Sleep County USA Pajama Bowl for Foster Kids
Sunday, April 28th

Grab your friends, family, and colleagues and enjoy 
a day of bowling for a great cause….in your 
pajamas! Funds raised by each team will be used 
to support kids in foster care. Stay tuned for more 
information from Sleep Country USA on 
assembling and registering your team to support 
Treehouse. For more information on this year’s 
event, visit www.pajamabowl.com.

Trends for Treehouse 
Saturday, May 4th 
Westfi eld Southcenter 

Mark your calendars for a spring day fi lled with fashion, fun, and friends! For 
the 3rd year in a row, Westfi eld Southcenter will host this stylist event to benefi t 
Treehouse. Stay tuned for details. We hope to see you there! 

QFC Checkstand Charity Donations for Treehouse 
March 3rd - March 30th 
All QFC Locations 

Support youth in foster care while purchasing your groceries at QFC! All QFC 
locations will be participating in this event and will be accepting checkstand 
donations. Ask your checkout clerk to add a donation to your purchase.

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at:  
www.treehouseforkids.org

Follow us!
twitter.com/TreehouseTweets

Subscribe to us! 
youtube.com/treehouseforkids

Like us!
facebook.com/treehouseforkids

Pin with us!
pinterest.com/treehousesea

Every Kids Deserves 
a Champion 

We hope you’ll join us at the Seattle Sheraton on 

Wednesday, March 20th for our biggest fundraiser of 

the year: Treehouse’s Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon.   

During the inspiring hour, you will hear from foster youth who have discovered their 
own resilience through Treehouse. With your support, we can work together to level 
the playing fi eld so that our youth will graduate from high school with a plan for 
their future. 

There is no ticket price to attend this event, but you will be given the opportunity to 
make a gift at the level that is right for you. Because of generous corporate sponsors 
that underwrite the luncheon and program expenses, every dollar you give goes directly 
to helping foster kids thrive. Thanks to our Superhero Challenge Pool, gifts of $250 and 
above will be matched at 100% and gifts of $1,000 or more will be matched at 200%.

Reserve your seat or step up to be a Table Captain! We will provide all the tools you 
need to fi ll a table of ten people. The luncheon is an ideal opportunity to invite your 
friends, family, and colleagues to learn more about foster care and the ways that 
Treehouse helps foster kids succeed in school and in life.

If you are unable to attend on the luncheon, you can host a virtual table or donate 
toward our fundraising goal. All gifts over $250 will be matched.

For more information, email Shaunessy Jones at events@treehouseforkids.org, or visit 
our registration site at www.treehouseforkids.org/champions2013.

Presenting Sponsor: 
Regence

Premier Sponsor: 
OneEighty Foundation

Each year, at our Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon we give three awards to 
recognize individuals and organizations that have gone above and beyond in their 
efforts to make an impact on Treehouse youth. We are pleased to share this year’s 
extraordinary recipients:

2013 Wendy Walters-Truitt Volunteer Award: Amy Faulkner and TWIF

Amy Faulkner frequently gets a wild hair of an idea and this one, the Beard & Stache 
Fest, has grown into a $16,000 annual fundraiser. Amy is the founder of The World 
Is Fun (TWIF), a non-profi t that promotes volunteerism in Seattle. TWIF regularly lends 
support to Treehouse as well as takes the lead on the Fest. 

2013 Community Partner Award: Alpha Gamma Delta

For many years University of Washington’s Alpha Gamma Delta’s “Mr. Greek” contest 
has raised money to support Treehouse. Last year, this fun event raised over $48,000. 
We are thrilled to honor their years of commitment and dedication to fostering 
philanthropy in their peers.

2013 Corporate Partner Award: Cobalt 

Although they do host a huge holiday donation drive for Treehouse, Cobalt employees 
give back all year round. From paid volunteer days in the Treehouse Wearhouse to 
corporate match programs, Cobalt has been a leading example in philanthropy for 
businesses in Seattle.

We are thrilled to announce Sade Daniels – a passionate advocate for youth in foster 
care- as our special guest speaker at this year’s Champions for Foster Kids Luncheon.
Sade is a California native, born and raised in Oakland. As the daughter of a drug 
addicted mother, Sade spent many of her adolescent years in group homes and 
transitional housing placement programs. Through her experiences in the foster care 
system and determination to be more than what surrounded her, Sade became active 
in many youth advocacy organizations and projects. 

Sade was the recipient of the Youth SCORE award, inducted into the Alameda County 
Women’s Hall of Fame, and a recent winner of Beyond Idol, an Alameda County-wide 
talent competition. Also a talented writer, Sade has performed her Spoken Word 
pieces across the country and is working on her fi rst novel. She recently graduated 
from Philander Smith College with a Bachelor of Social Work and currently works with 
MISSSEY (Motivating, Inspiring, Supporting, Serving, Sexually Exploited Youth) and 
Bay Area Youth Centers. We are excited to hear her story of strength!

Guest Speaker: Sade Daniels 



Amber Busch: Why I Foster 

Two years ago, Amber Busch would have never thought about 

adding one more thing to her busy life, especially not two 

foster children. 

Amber, a 2012 Puget Sound Business Journal “40 Under 40” honoree, was focused 
on her new role as a CPA at Clothier & Head and the leadership development 
opportunities that went along with it. 

Happily married with two young children, Amber found herself very content with her 
successful home and career life. However, Amber’s husband, Brad, who was adopted, 
had always wanted to become a foster parent. Due to Amber’s ever-increasing job 
responsibilities, she had never given much thought to the idea. That is, until she had an 
experience one Sunday that softened her heart to the idea.

In church, Amber heard about the pressing need for foster parents in her community. 
She refl ected on her own children, and how they would feel if they never had 
the chance to form healthy family bonds with one another. After that emotional 
realization, Amber and Brad decided to take in one foster child.

Instead, they welcomed two beautiful, fi ve- and six-year-old siblings into their busy 
lives. Integrating her old and new families brought challenges and trials. Her foster 
daughter arrived completely unprepared for kindergarten, and her biological children 
took time to adjust to sharing their home with a new brother and sister.

However, the rewards far outweighed the tough times. After just eight months, Amber’s 
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Treehouse Donation Drive Hosts Foster the Spirit of Giving 
All year round, Treehouse relies on hundreds of donation drive hosts to help ensure 
that our youth fi nd what they need in our Wearhouse. With a fully stocked store, our 
youth can fi nd what they need to feel confi dent, comfortable, and connected. This 
past holiday, we were inspired to see several of our drive hosts take their support to a 
whole new level for Treehouse youth! 

Let’s Stop Duplicate Mailings
If your household receives more than one copy of this publication, 
please contact Sara Taylor at sara@treehouseforkids.org or 
206-267-5143. Thank you for helping us spend money wisely.

Winter 2013

Between 1,100 and 1,400 
youth are in foster care 
on any given day in King 
County.

foster daughter went from barely recognizing the alphabet to reading books on her own, 
and her biological children formed lasting bonds with their new brother and sister. 

Amber and her husband know that each day brings unique challenges. With six busy 
schedules to coordinate, the days can get crazy, but a priority for Amber is to block out 
special, quality time to spend with each of her four children.

From fi rsthand experience, Amber knows that even the busiest of professionals can 
become foster parents.  “It can radically change a life by making a connection with the 
child and by demonstrating a normal, healthy bond. If children are able to make one 
healthy bond, this can forever change their lives in a meaningful way, even when they 
are no longer with their foster parents,” said Amber. 

For Amber, opening her heart and home to foster children has been an experience she 
wouldn’t trade for the world. No matter how crazy things get at work, Amber knows 
that she can come home to her loving, supportive family of six.

One Eighty Foundation

Pajamas, pajamas, everywhere! For the ninth year in a 
row, our friends at the One Eighty Foundation hosted a 
Pajama Party for youth in foster care. Not only did they 
collect over 4,000 pairs of pajamas this year, but they 
also volunteered their time to sort them in our Wearhouse! 
We are so grateful for their unwavering dedication to 
keeping our youth warm and comfortable at night.

Society Consulting

The fantastic folks at Society Consulting have gone all 
out again this year to make sure that youth in foster care 
had gifts to get excited about during the holidays. In 
addition to bringing lots of cheer to our Wearhouse, they 
also brought everything from bikes to iPods to trendy 
clothes for Treehouse kids!  

Fusion Beads

Fusion Beads showed incredible support to children in 
foster care by hosting a donation drive, an exciting live 
auction of crafty creations, and an online auction of their 
products!  We are so grateful for the staff and customers 
of Fusion Beads who contributed to this inspirational and 
artistic effort.

Every Body Health & Fitness

Keith Stafford, owner of Every Body Health & Fitness, 
is no newbie to donation drives for Treehouse.  For 
seven years now, this local business owner has hosted 
a donation drive to collect all kinds of holiday gifts for 
Treehouse kids.  We are thrilled to work with them each 
year to ensure that each foster child receives a holiday 
gift that is as special as they are!

Online Drive: HDR

The employees of HDR absolutely blew us away when 
their online donation drive generated over $4,000 in 
contributions, well beyond their goal!  By using email 
and social media to direct everyone to their fundraising 
webpage, these Treehouse heroes made the holidays 
joyous for many foster children in our community.  What 
a wonderful complement to their traditional holiday 
donation drive!  Well done, HDR!

The holidays might be over, but YOU can still join our group of drive 
hosts and make a difference for Treehouse kids. Visit our website at 
www.treehouseforkids.org/get-involved to get started! 
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